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FOUR NATIONS OF HOBBEMA

Madame C h a i rp e r s o n :

My name i s  M elv in  P o t t s ,  and  I  r e p r e s e n t  th e  F our C re e  
N a tio n s  o f  Hobbema , A lb e r t a ,  C anada. Thank you f o r  t h i s  o p p o r tu n i ty

t o  a d d re s s  t h i s  a s se m b ly . I  a l s o  ■ w ish  to  e x te n d  c o n g r a t u la t io n s  to

t h i s  W orking G roup f o r  i t s  d e d ic a t io n  and  e f f o r t s  f o r  th e  b e t te rm e n t

o f  we th e  In d ig e n e o u s  p e o p le s  o f  th e  w o rld .

'te e n d o rse  th e  m andate o f  th e  W orking G roup on

In d ig e n e o u s  p e o p le s  to  s e t  up s ta n d a r d s  on how we a r e  to  be t r e a t e d .

B a t a s  In d ig e n e o u s  P e o p le s  we have a lw ay s  been  s u b je c te d  to  law s

im posed by th e  dom inan t o r  g o v e rn in g  S t a t e s .  T hese law s have

c o n s i s t e n t l y  b een  d e v e lo p e d  w ith o u t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o r  c o n s e n t .  W hile

we r e s p e c t  th e  s i n c e r i t y  o f  th e  W orking G roup i n  p r e p a r in g  t h e i r

se v » n  (7 )  d r a f t  p r i n c i p l e s ,  we n o te  t h a t  th e y  a re  s u b s t a n t i a l l y

d i f f e r e n t  from  th e  now tw e n ty -tw o  (22 ) d r a f t  p r i n c i p l e s  p re p a re d

by th e  in d ig e n e o u s  p e o p le s .  So ev en  th o u g h  we have t h e o r e t i c a l l y

p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  th e  d r a f t i n g  p r o c e s s ,  th e  u l t im a te  p ro d u c t  c a u se s

u s  t o  w onder w h e th e r  o u r  in p u t  i s  b e in g  ta k e n  i n t o  a c c o u n t .  '<Ve

r e s p e c t f u l l y  s u g g e s t  t h a t  th e  d r a f t  P r i n c i p l e s  a r e  n o t f u l l y

p r o t e c t i v e  o f  o u r  r i g h t s  i n  a  number o f  w ays, th e  m ost n o te a b le

b e in g :

1) The a b se n c e  o f  a  c l e a r  p r i n c i p l e  o f  th e  r i g h t  t o  s e l f  
d e te r m in a t io n  o f  in d ig e n e o u s  p e o p le s ;

2 ) The a b se n c e  o f  a  p r i n c i p l e  c l e a r l y  i d e n t i f y i n g  o u r 
o w n e rsh ip  o f  l a n d s ,  r e s o u r c e s  and ou r r i g h t  to  
econom ic d e v e lo p m e n t;

3 ) The a b se n c e  o f  a  p r i n c i p l e  r e c o g n iz in g  o u r  t r e a t i e s ; ;

*+) The a b se n c e  o f  a  p r i n c i p l e  on th e  need f o r  o u r  c o n t r o l  
o f  m e d ic a re , h e a l t h ,  s o c i a l  and o th e r  s e r v i c e s .

5 )  Jïe d i s a g r e e  w ith  th e  p re su m p tio n  o f  p r i n c i p l e  1 and 2 
t h a t  th e  r i g h t s  o f  in d ig e n e o u s  p e o p le s  a re  f u l l y  
p r o te c te d  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  law s;

6 ) L a s t l y ,  we f e e l  t h a t  th e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  c o l l e c t i v e  and
i n d i v i d u a l  r i g h t s  h a s  n o t been  a d d re s s e d . T h is  i s  o f  
p a r t i c u l a r  c o n c e rn  to  tis  b e c au se  o u r way o f  l i f e  
i n c lu d e s  c e r t a i n  r i g h t s  w hich a r e  u n iq u e ly  c o l l e c t i v e  
i n  n a tu r e  and o t h e r s  w hich a r e  i n d iv i d u a l .
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The foregoing concerns regarding the seven (7) draft principles 
stre vital to the setting of standards to assure our fair and . equitable 
treatment by the Government of Canada. Contrary to the statements by 
the observer delegate of the Government of Canada, the whole picture 
is not being presented and in fact Canada ha consistently denied us 
our inherent right to self determination. Some illustrations are as 
follows*:

a) At the recent First Ministers Conferences where our treaty 
rights were being defined, we were constitutionally 
prevented -from hawing a direct input into decisions
*ffeeting our lives;

b) Further, at these First Ministers Conferences, self 
determination was not an agenda item, but instead
we were supposed to negotiate a limited form of self 
government. We submit that self determination is 
swnething that is not negotiableo

c) Lastly, our treaties which were entered with by our 
Indian Nations and by the British Crown have 
consistently been undermined constitutionally, 
legislatively, judicially and financially. By 
way oí' example, without our participation and consent 
in I93O > the Government of Canada transferred all 
these lands, mines, minerals and royalties reserved 
by our Nation by treaty to tàe Government of Alberta.
Also, the Indian Act, an Act which was designed to only 
administer our right has in fact, from the beginning, 
eroded the status of our treaties, The Judicial system 
has not saféguarded our treaties and have not been 
interpreting them according to the spirit and intent.
Further, we are constantly confronted by massive financial 
cutbacks particularly in the areas of hea 1th and education, 
both of which are specific treaty Guarantees. These 
cutbacks only serve to hamper our peoples self determination 
individually and collectively.

In view of these concerns, we strongly feel that without a standard 
for the treatment of treaties and other similar agreements, our treaties 
will shortly become things of the past.

:.Ve therefore respectfully submit the following recommendations to 
assist you in reconsidering the seven (7) draft principles:

1. The Working Group on Indigeneous Populations must pay heed to the 
submissions of we the indigeneous peoples.
2. There should be a specific inclusion in the principles on self 
determination, treaties, lands, natural resources, health, medicine and 
social and other services.
3. A special rapporteur should be appointed to do a study on treaties 
and to (wake specific recommendations thereto.
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We will continue to struggle to improve our life in Canada , but we feel 
that due to tMe attitudes of the Government of Canada, we may have 
exhausted our domestic remedies. Consequently, our only real, hope for 
justice in Canada lies with the United Nations and in particular with the 
Working Group in its setting up of standards for our fair and equitable 
treatment. »"e will therefore continue to support, participate in, and 
assist this Working Group in its pursuance of a Declaration On Indigeneous 
Peoples. 'He look forward to the day when the United Nations General 
Assembly ratifies such a Declaration Perhaps, then, our children and their 
children will be able to truly enjoy their rightful place as Indigeneous 
Peoples in the Family of Nations.

Thank you, Madam Chairperson.


