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Greetings Mr. Chairperson and honorable participants, 

I am pleased to make a statement on behalf of the Association of Indigenous Peoples in the 
Ryukyus. In this intervention, we would like to emphasize two points. 

The first echoes the recommendation Mary Robinson made in her opening address to this 
Forum. We would like members of the Permanent Forum to recognize as a priority the review 
of all existing Declarations and Programmmes of Action adopted in previous World 
Conferences with respect to their usefulness to Indigenous Peoples. 

For example, Paragraph 19 of the Durban Programme of Action clearly calls on member 
States to examine their laws, legal systems and policies to eradicate racism and racial 
discrimination. 
This year, the year 2002, marks the 30 t h anniversary of the reannexation of Okinawa to Japan 
by the US-Japan agreements. Especially the racist US-Japan Status of Forces Agreement has 
violated the human rights and fundamental freedom of the Okinawan people as an indigenous 
people in multiple ways. We have fought its revision by the Japanese government for 30 
years, and recently only a tiny coalition of politicians within the Japanese Diet tried to 
support revision of the Agreement. But it is a pity that the Japanese government continues to 
ignore our claims, on the contrary the government is willing to strengthen the military 
presence in Okinawa. 

We should be reminded that the establishment of the Permanent Forum itself began as a 
recommendation put forth in the 1993 Vienna Declaration. Those whose human rights are 
fundamentally violated on a daily basis, like the people of Okinawa, the Ainu and other 
brothers and sisters, are relying on the UN and the viability of such international documents. 
All paragraphs of the international documents including those of the follow-up meetings that 
either explicitly or even implicitly concern Indigenous Peoples, must be closely reviewed to 
ensure both their viability and implementation. 

The second point we would like to make is related to the importance of strengthening the 
cooperation between this Forum and UN treaty bodies that should be another priority of the 
Permanent Forum. In the 2001 spring session, the recommendations of the Committee on the 
Elimination of Racial Discrimination (CERD), for example, requested the Japanese 
government to examine the existence of racist policies against Okinawa. However, the 
Japanese government continues to deny this recommendation without any reasonable reply. 
Among existing international human rights instruments that have the monitoring bodies, 
because many of these instruments were adopted before 1990, most do not contain article that 
clarifies the rights of Indigenous Peoples. For this reason, we propose that the Permanent 
Forum invite representatives of these treaty bodies, in order to make progress toward the 
adoption of general comments or general recommendations that explicitly recognize the 
rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

In summary, Mr. Chairperson, we would like to make the following proposals: 



1. The Forum should consider making the task of reviewing and evaluating existing 
Declarations and Programmmes of Action of previous World Conferences a 
permanent agenda item. 

2. The Permanent Forum should invite representatives of the treaty bodies, in order to 
make progress toward the adoption of general comments or general recommendations 
that explicitly recognize the rights of Indigenous Peoples. 

Thank you. 


