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INDIGENOQUS PEOPLE}‘AND THEIR RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT

Intervention bv Laurentius S. Tsatago Davids at the 20™ session of the United Nations Working
Group on Indigenous Populations, held in Geneva from 22 10 26 Julv 2002.

[n Namibia, a councy with so many sociat and economic disparities, the Nama indigenous people
of Namibia are stiil not part of the mainstream economic and social development. Thousands of
them are still living in towl destitute, impoverished by continuous droughts and subsequent loss of
thetr livestock and the lack of job opporrunities in the areas tradicionally inhabired by them.

In the tace globalisation, education has also become an importanrt tool in the lives of indigenous
people, so that they van prorect and fight for their rights such the fundamental right of having
aceess 1o education, to health, to be raught through their mother rongue and ro a living wage.
Meagre monthly incomes, sometimes lower than US$10 {ar current exchange rate), earned as
domestic workers and tarm labourers result in parents being unable o keep rheir children
school. That is how the vicious cvele of illiteracy, semiteracy and impoverishment continues.

Policies and convenrions are important instruments to address rhe disvinet issues thar attect rhe
indigenous people. However, 1 politcal will and the empowerment or indigenous people to
actively participation and decision making in marrers that concern rthem witl probably reverse and
change this sicuation for the berrer.

The Lick ot vocational and other training facilicies in the rradicional areas or the indigenous Nama
people, thac would be supportive of the craditional cconomic base ur acnvides ot dhe indigenous
people, would open the doors of aceess o development tor the Khockhoe,

It is universally accepred thae language and culture are meermwined and Linguage is regarded as the
vehicle tor cultural mansmission. The loss of their language means the loss ot chetr culture and
idenuty. The right ro receive schooling ar teast in the formarive vears oi schooling in rhe mother
rongue would be an important step ro help preserve che cultural identity and the language of the
Khovkhoe. A concrete example of loss of langwige and idennry is rthe descendanrs oi rhe
Khoeekhoe in South Africa.

The indigenous people still do pot have access o the economic and social resources. The economic
structure in Namibia should lock at employment creation based on che teaditional economic basis
of the indigenous people. The skills ot the indigenous people should be developed to contribuw o
overall development of che countty. Hundreds of Khoekhoe vouch emerged annually (rom Jdic
educarion svstem, but have nowhere to go. Their only contribution 15 the escalation ot social evils
of alcohol abuse, crime, etc.

Indigenous people should be supporred. especially in the developing world, o get the opporiusiity
to also participate in the mainstream economic activities ot the country.  That is the only way in
which they would be able o change their own circumstances.



