INDIGENQUS PEOPLE AND THEIR RIGHT TO DEVELOPMENT

Intervention by Lena M. Davids at the 20" session of the United Nations Working
Group on Indigenous Populations, held in Geneva trom 22 to 26 Juiv 2002,

The rights of women. and i particular the indigenous women. needs the same protection
like anv other right.  The personhood and dignity of indigenous women should ke
respected. Thetr lives need to be treed trom harmiul culturad practices and traditions.

Most women in Namibia work for verv [ow incomes as domestic workers. in the informal
sectar where they sell food or 2ome aroduce. or as subsistence farmers, With these jow
incomes they have to support their chiidren and keep them in school. as many are aiso
single mothers. Low incomes nave negulive consequences iike adequate ivod securin.
inadequate nousiyg, alcohol abuse. crime. violence and sexual abuse. Low imcome also
result nowomen become more and moere 2eonomially dependent on men os ey nave
greater access to and control over gconomic resources.
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More 2iris are in school, but some factors such as teenhage pregnancoies are stili preyenuing
airls from completny therr schoolinn, Despite marrage zqualin legisianon, mans
women are still not seen as equal partners in decision-making ar fmidy ool o
condition 1s more visible inoour fradional ftves. Vomen 4o ot have b T o desni

on number or chiidren 10 raise.
Educating indigenous women about thetr rights surrounding certain cultural pra

such as being submissive to thetr husbands is important.  The scourge ot HIV:
turther wworsens the scenario.
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Invalvement in projects should not onlyv be aimed at providing an income. but should
anve them 2 feehing of fulfiiment, selt-esteem and recognition Yor their worth and
contribution 1o the tamuly and community devetopment

e devetopment ot the resources. the skills that indigenous women posses and
feadership among Khoe women would enhance their positon in the social ana zconomic
development as well as participation in the country.



