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Human Rights Council - ÎS1'1 Session 

Clustered Interactive Dialogue wifh the Spécial Rapporteur on the rights of Indigenous 
Peoples and the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

20 Seplember 2011 

Australia welcomes the reports of the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
and the Spécial Rapporteur on the rights of Indigenous peoples. 

Tbe Expert Mecbanism's study on Indigenous peoples and the right to participate in décision 
making, highlights the importance of ensuring that Indigenous people's views are heard. 
Australia recognises that Indigenous populations Worldwide, are at rimes denied the opportuiiity 
to participate in international discussions that have direct relevance lo them. simply because of a 
lack of available resources. 

In keeping with our steadfast comniitment to impxove the active participation of Indigenous 
peoples Worldwide, Australia is pleased to announce that it wilî contribute S100,000 to the 
United Nations Voiuntary Fund for Indigesous Populations. This is in addition to funding 
already provided by Australia, througli the Australian Human Rights Commission, foi-
participation by Australia's Indigenous communities. 

Australia acknowledges the important work undertaken by the Spécial Rapporteur on the rights 
of Indigenous peoples. and we were pleased, in July of tliis year, to provide a response to the 
Spécial Rapporteur's questionnaire on natural resource extraction and development projects on 
or near Indigenous territories. Tliis included information on the Âhoriginal Land Rights 
(Northern Terri tory) Act 1976. wliich is the most significant land rights législation in Australia; 
as well as the Native Title Act 1993. Native Title agreemeirts provide an important mechanism 
for native lille groups io share in the minerai wealth of their lands and can materiall}' contribute 
to closing the gap between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians. 

Australia notes that the Spécial Rapporteur wilî présent a spécifie set of guidelines or principles 
by 2013. and we look forward to continuing a constructive dialogue with the Spécial Rapporteur 
on this issue. 

Both the reports of the Expert Mechanism and the Spécial Rapporteur emphasise the importance 
of consultation and participation. The Australian Government is committed to engaging with 
Indigenous Australians, and working in partnership to address Indigenous disadvantage. This 
strengthened engagement ensures Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islande]" people are central to tire 
design and delivery of services and programs in Australia. In addition the Government has 
provided funding and support for the création of the National Congress of Australia's First 
Peoples, which will provide a vehicle for the engagement and consultation of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people. pj-oA'iding them with a national voice and -input into policy 
development. Work lias commenced on the development of a forma] engagement framework 
between the Australian Government and the National Congress. The Expert Mecbanisnr s report 
will be very useful in informing the development of this framework. 
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Questions to ask: 

We would welcome the Chairperson of the Expert Mechanism's vtews on ways to ensure a 
greater rôle for Indigenous women in decision-making. 

Australia's native title and. land rights régimes give Indigenous people the right to negotiate with 
mining companies on access to their lands. We would welcome the Spécial Rapporteur's vievvs 
on ways to further ensure such negottations provide sustainable and significant benefîts to 
traditional owners. 


