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Madam Chair, distinguished indigenous sisters and brothers, ladies and gentlemen,

As this is the first time I am taking the floor, let me congratulate your appointment for the Chair of
the EMRIP for this session.

Madam Chair,
We would like to bring your attention for the future works on the issue of indigenous peoples
participation through their selection process. Since 2001, the Asia region has been nominating its
selected representative to the UN Permanent Forum based on principles of transparency,
accountability and inclusiveness of indigenous peoples.

Article 18 of the UNDRIP states that, ‘Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision-
making in matters which would affect their rights, through representatives chosen by themselves in
accordance with their own procedures, as well as to maintain and develop their own indigenous
decision-making institutions’.

With regret we inform you that our self-selection process to the UN Permanent Forum is now being
undermined by the President of the ECOSOC. Based on the ECOSOC Resolution 2000/22 on the
Establishment of the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues (UNPFII), which include clear
procedures for the appointment of the indigenous expert members, the President of ECOSOC has
appointed the indigenous nominated members of the UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues
(PFII) since its inception in 2002, including for the Asia region.

We are regretful because the customary practice of nominating the indigenous expert member to the
UNPFII in Asia has been sabotaged for the second time; for the 2017-19 term and the recently
announced 2020-22 term. We express our disappoint^ b̂ecause the appointments of the expert
member from Asia is not in accordance with the ECOSOC Resolution which clearly states that the
appointment should be based on “ broad consultations” with indigenous peoples. We feel that the
decision is regrettable and indigenous peoples from Asia feel disenfranchised and excluded from the
process.

Madam Chair,
We feel that our self-selection process as indigenous peoples is now being undermined. The pattern
of appointment of indigenous experts from the Asia region to the UN Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues by the President of the ECOSOC is highly disturbing. It undermines our
democratic self-selection process and goes against the spirit of enhanced participation of indigenous
peoples in the UN. It is becoming clear that the appointment of indigenous experts is gradually being
taken over by Governments and this must be seriously questioned and challenged by indigenous
peoples. We seek your support and solidarity in this, as well as for the consideration in future works
on the impact of disrespect to indigenous peoples representative selection process to the UN bodies
and mechanisms on indigenous peoples.

Thank you!




