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Statement

By
Monireh Sulemani
Balochistan People’s Party

At the
Seventh Session of the
Permanent Observer of United Nations Permanent Forum of
Indigenous Issues
United Nations, New York

New York, 30 April 2008

Good Afternoon Madame Chair, distinctive members of the
Permanent forum and fellow Indigenous Peoples.

Itis a great honor o present for vou the case of the Iranian Baloch,
one of the most persecuted, oppressed, and neglected peoples of
the Middle East. On behalf of over 5 million Baloch people of Iran, |
would like 1o speak of our situation.

Balochistan is divided between lran, Pakistan and Afghanistan.

If the indigenous people in Iran were granted their basic rights as
Indigenous Peoples | would not have been here today.

We have our own language Balalochi, which is an indo-European
and our own distinctive culture and most Baloch adhere to Sunni
{slam ' '

The rights of Baloch and tranian Sunnis in general are resiricied by
the provision of Article 115, which excluded Sunnis from hoiding
the office of the Presidency of the Republic, thus reducing Baluch
and Sunnis to the status of second-class citizens.
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and political decisions at the provincial level, let alone at the
national level,

Recommendation:

- To release and reconsider the death and imprisonment
sentences against the Baloch indigenous activists Yacub
Mehrnehad and his 16 year brother lbrahim '

- Send a fact-finding mission to analyze the existence of
indigenous population in Iran and their circumstances



