
Madam Chairperson, 

My delegatian is taking rhé floor to set t he  recard suaight in regard to the 

allegaticms raised in the statemnt by the? represantativa of the AWla 
Heritage Faundation concornhg ta thé, situa~ion of the Akha hilltribea in 

Akha. Traditionally these pcople engaged in slssh-and-bum faming, 

growing opium, wd forest incronchmmt. which rerultsd h a massive 
deforestation. Royally sponsorcd sgn'cu1tura.l development pmjects, 

rherefore, have: been established in the said are 
reviralizing the ecological system as well as to 
&fi? ni?v- . .  . The Highland Agriculturil Develapmsnt Center 

has bcen oreated in rho arca with the objective3 of 1) employing the local 

&a people so rhat they will gain the knawledgc of vaRous agricultural 

activities snd apply xhem to thch awn lands: 2) increasing thcir incornas; 



and 3) raising enviromentai conservation aWareness. Prim to ini~iatinp 

such project, the Thai authorities 

community leaders and villager 

The people in the area rherefore 

&w+wW the Qovernment agoncies concerned. Some local M a  even 

donnted sorne of their own lands ta be part of the project, 
b 

t O  

bé ~uccessfûl in increming incorne as well as discauraging 

C -- 
of the Aicha, 1 

of l-iunian 

i 

neighbhbouring counnies,b6this regard. We are also work~g&sely with 

the civil society an agaisiss to addrensthis p d m  ncross borders. 7 To allege that ignores and t$ ares the situation of t" 
human trafficking simply denies the rrue&~t, 

* .-- 

Gavernment of Thailand is 1311~ commirted to ensure that O- *-. 'dP& 1. 

regardless of Uieù ethnicity, religion, or cultural background be protected ,+ WC / G a n d  *ive with ~ i 1 1  ciipiity. 

Thank you, Madam Chairperson, 


