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Madam Chairperson,

My delegation is taking the floor to set the record siraight in regard to the
allegations raised in the statement by the representative of the Akha
Heritage Foundation concerning to the situation of the Akha hilltribes in
by "
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Bearing in mind e Pérranent Forum on Indigenous Issues should

be used contructivel memmumwt

Shissorai-Reovinesith delegaug; ﬁndlthe gﬁl Pt
semersal-eftrath, [ wish to point out that the lind in Mae Fah Luang %
District is inhabited by over 80,000 various hilliribe people including the

‘Akha. Traditionally these people engaged in slash-and-burn farming,

growing opium, and forest encroachment, which resulted in a massive

deforestation, Royally sponsored agriculrural development projects,

therefore, have been established in the said area with th&aﬁ to opp d'mdh‘ te &
revitalizing the ecological system as well as to M&W f besp o da tha «
life.nfvarious-hithritres. The Highland Agricultural Development Center

has been created in the area with the objectives of 1) employing the local

Alkha people so that they will gain the knowledge of various agricultural

activities and apply them to their own lands; 2) increasing their incomes;
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r On the alleged human teafficking and sexual exploitation of the Akha, I

and 3) raising environmental conservation awareness, Prior to initiating
such project, the Thai authorities concerned ¢onsulted the Akha

B0
cormununity leaders and villagers a;nd e%lgl&rg& 1o the ab\‘%ﬁx‘f proj ctH F 0 (o

-

The people in the area therefore hawe-a-futh-undersn ety
elasely-vwith the Government agencies concerned. Some local Akha even
donated some of their own lands to be part of the project, proves to

be successful in increasing the-peeplels income as well as discouraging
them from involving with drugs evep o Aamﬂ aalefad eetonlies.

T 1

wish to stress the Thai Government cgn€iders the problem of human
tra.fﬁck/ing s one of our top priorities Anyohe who is familiar with this
problem in the Southeast Asian region would recognize the tremendaps L0 !
tforts made by the Thai Govémment in cooperation with our
neighbouring countries jr'this regard. We are also worki Ksely with
the civil society an agencies to addreswthi?aélu across borders.
To allege that the'Government ignores and ﬁlerates the sitvation of J

human wafficking simply denies the truefact,

-~

‘My delegation cou fﬁm/x%gpond to other grave allgations not directly
addressed to-(s without any cht.-Should ncret}tjactsﬁr//
evideriCe to that respect be provided, my delegation will be ready to
convey them to authorities concEn,glﬁT:Z@f:; assured that the

Government of Thailand is fully committed to ensure that ougchildren, < a*é/gf WL&
regardless of their ethnicity, religion, or cultural background be protected
and live with full dignity, |

Thank you, Madam Chairperson.



