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Thank you Madam Charr and congratulations for being elected the chair of the 16th

§*ssion of Permanent Forum on lndiEenous ts*u*s.
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We, !** lndigenrus Pecpl* *f B*t*w*ns, deeply appr*ciat* th* *fforts of the

Irrdige**** People around th* Wnrld who despit* th**r §**§rÊphical lccations,

*::ifi*d by their rümm** p:oblenns, struggle$ and *spirxti*n*, havs colle*tivety raised

their concerns and asserted to be heard at international level. As a result, after more

than Z decad*s *f **fiâgsrnent§, the Dsclar*li*n ** the Rights *f lndig*nou*
Peoples was ***pt*d by t** LJnited §ati*n General As**mbly in ?t07, W* also

commend the earlier international mechanisms and tools that contributed to the

formulation of the Declaration such as the Universal Declaration of Human Rights

{U*H*} *nd Wnrking Gr*ilp sn lndig***ux §*pul*timns {WGtP)

How*v*r, w* ât* still **::**rned ün the minim*t *ffective, t*?tTentati*"n rf
indigenous §**pl*, especix[ty thns* from the gr**§r**t§, at Nati*t'':a*, Regi*n*] *nd
lnt*rnational ar*na. 1*J* str*ngly ***l*v* ihat our rcl*s xx lho current d*fenderc *f
cur indig*n**§ lands, t*rritories, natural resCIurÇes and as future l****rs of aur

communities would be best achieved if we are included in all decision making

§r**e§$es *§ p*r ê,rtlcle 18 rf the D*c!srxii*r':. ln somn c*xntries like India and f"**w

X*aland l*dig*x*us P**ple already ç*in** adequnte r*§rÊsentation in tfreir i*eal
governments.

Th* right to self-deterr*inati*n e* *xâIin*d in &rti*le 3 & 4-*f the declarati*x *§ very

x**h emhedded in the cultural *r*d tna*itional wüy nf life of lndigenoüs Ëerpl*s

si*** tirne imrnemorral, The lndlgenous Peoplen assert their righta in m*naging thein

*lyft lânds, territmri*s and resûilrr*s, pr*cti*e thelr custmmary [*rxs a*d indlg***us

knrwledge which are essenti*lly p:*ctlcal s*lutions t* the pr**[*xs ûr] gl**al



lndigenous People in Botswana. A concrete example is the manipulation by the state
on the prinqiples and prûæ*.s*x of tha right to Frêe, Frlar and lnf*rx*d **rsent
{FPIC) âs eYidenced in Ranyane $an Relocati*lt Case.

While there lrave been many positive developx*nls on tfte African continent in

terms *{ t** reccgnition pf th* rights of lhe lndigen*us Feopl*; wilh Kenya,
Carneroon an{ the D*mscratic Repxblie'of **nso recosnisin§. lhe existence pf

lndisen*{§ P*ople witlin their nati*rel ,bsrd*r*, Batswana aliglns'itsell with th*
majority wlt* *till deny *ur existe.rc*:*§,r,lnd:§ssous Faoples. This mean* thai
national laws remain in*cnsistent wiih the D*clalaiiçn, and govera.r§lÊnt p*licies
inevitably {ail to address th* unique and particul*r rircurnstances of B*tcwax*'s First
People.

We tlr;*s, wi*h t* make th* l*ll*wi*§ fte§onnl*ndations:

+ UtIe urge ê*t*§ran& $§v*Trl§s§.1:r tk* i*mediate full impl«xe*t*tian of
Article* 3,4, ô,T§,{1-1§ & 1§ *f t** United Hation tec}*ratian *n Rights
af Indigena** Psrple.

-r TIIÊ appe*l ta tilp Bntewan* §*v*rnrnent tc §ati& ll*ü Canvpnti*n t'§§
that seê§t* affirrn lndig*:'r*;* Pa*plr't Righte.

.i. }/lfç xho appeal ts the gsveT*§r**t, IJN *gan*i*s Én creet*.* E*ï].rT] *.t.
Country l*:rel for fu:rtlr*r *§§sgement with lndiganour P*r:.pl* fp share
chnllætge* and prng:ess sn the implementation of the Êeclaration.

I thank you lt****x Chair
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