
TUT PRFSIDENT 
OF THE 

GENERAL ASSEMRLY 

11 August 2011 

Excellency, 

On 23 May 2011, the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, in the 
framework of its Tenth Session, had a first discussion regarding the World Conference on 
Indigenous Peoples which will take place in 2014 in accordance with General Assembly 
resolution 65/198. 

1 have the honour to bring to your attention the main conclusions and recommendations 
of the Permanent Forum relevant to the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples which 
have been endorsed by the Economic and Social Council at its General Segment last 
month. 

Please accept. Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration. 

Joseph Deiss 

All Permanent Representatives and 
Permanent Observers to the United Nations 
New York 



Recomntendations of the Pcrmaueitt lonun relevant to the 
Discussion on the World Conference on /ndii^enons Peoples 

[17. i lie PciTriHiiciit horuiii on Indigenous Issues invited tilt* O t t i cc oi the President ut the (.iciicra! 
Assembly nt its s ixtV ' f i l t l i session to p<trticiptUc in nn in i l iy i dit i iogue u> hear ihc views of the 
represen ta t ives o! indigenous peoples oti the 2014 World Confe rence on Indit ienous Peoples , 
with the par t ic jpnt ion ot M e m b e r States iis well cis those a t t end ing i ts tenth sess ion. 

l i s . I h c p res idency ot the Cieneral Assembly stresses! that The Peri i ianeni Foruni hiis a cerilriil roie 
to play and is tniit]ucly t juuhhed to provide input on the mod;il i i ies Itir the conference and, at a 
later s tage , on its ou tcome . In this regard, the Permanent I'orurn w e l c o m e s the opportuni tv and 
(ull responsib i l i ty For piuying this central role in the prepara t ions tor the lor thconi inu World 
C o n l e r c n c c . 

l i y . 1 he Per tuanent I^orum takes note oj the commi tmen t by the p res idency of the (reneral 
A s s e m b l y to t ransmi t lo all Member Stales the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s and c o m m e n t s residtinii irom 
the d ia logue held dur ing the tenth session. 

\20. 1 he Pe rmanen t ("orum urges the adopt ion of the modal i t ies for the C o n t e r c n c c before the etid 
ot 2 0 H , dur ing the s ixty-s ixth session ot the ( ienera l .Assembly, and suppor ts the stronn call 
troin ind igenous p e o p l e s ' representa t ives on the need for urgent act ion regarding the s t ructuring 
and init iation of regional prepara tory processes (or the World Confe rence . 

^ 2 i , The Pe rmanen t l"*orum a t t i rms that the United Nat ions Declara t ion on the Rights ot Indigenous 
Peoples is the p r imarv guide for its coMective work and is t l ieretore highly relevant lo the 
for thcoming World Confe rence . In this regards the Permanent Forum recalls thai in the 
p r eamble to the Declara t ion, the General Assembly so lemnly proc la imed its obl igat ion, in 
acco rdance with the Char ie r of the Untied Nat ions , to advat ice indii-^enous human rights in 
order to **"cnhance h a r m o n i o u s and coopera t ive re la t ions be tween the Slate ^nd indiiienous 
peoples^ based on pr inciples ot just ice, democracy , respect for human rights, 
non-d i sc r imina t ion and tj.ood taith". 

122. In ''a spirit ot par tnersh ip and inutual respect" , the l*"orum furtlier enipl iasizes iho importani 
s tat idards set out in art icles 18 and 19 ot the Declara t ion, which provide the folttjwing; 
" Ind igenous peop les tiavc tiie right to par t ic ipate in dec i s ion -mak ing in mat ters which would 
aftect their r ights , th rough representa t ives chosen by themse lves in acco rdance with their own 
procedures . . , " and ' 'S ta tes shall consul t and coopera te in good taith with Uie indigenous 
peoples conce rned through their own representa t ive inst i tut ions in order to obtain their free, 
prior and i n t o r m e d consent belorc adopt ing and tmp temen t ing legis la t ive or adminis t ra t ive 
measu re s titat may affect them." Such equal , direct and meaningful par t ic ipat ion bv indigenous 
peoples thrt)ughout all s tages of the W[)rld Conference is essent ia l it the international 
c o m m u n i t y is to arr ive at a const rucl ivc result that will genuine ly im[irove the status and 
condi t ions of indigenous peoples wor ldwide . 

123. The Permanent Porum is ot the view that the most feasible l ime to have a broad-based 
interact ive d ia logue be tween Member States and indigenous peoples would be dur ing, al ter or 
before its for thcoming annual sess ions and that all staizes ol the p repara tory process ior the 
World Confe rence should be conduc ted in coual par tnersh ip be tween \*Icmber States and 
indigenous peop les . 

124. The Pe rmanen t Forum we lcomes the init iative ol the ( j o v e r n m e n i ot Mexico and the fund lor 
the Deve lopmen t ot the Indigenous Peoples of Latin A m e r i c a and the Car ibbean to host the 
I-atin Amer i can and Caribhcari preparatory meet ing on the World Confe rence in 2012 . 

125. I he Pe rmanen t Forum we lcomes the invitation extended to ind igenous peoples b \ the Saami 
Par l iament of Norway to at tend a preparatory meet ing to be held in Alta, Norwa>. in 2(H to 
conso l ida te ind igenous peop l e s ' slralci;^ies and inputs for the World Confe rence . 

126. The Pe rmanen t Foruiii a l so we lcomes the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s m a d e by a wide range of 
ind igenous peoples" caucuses and representa t ives with respect to the es tab l i shment of a global 
s teer ing commi t t ee to conduct the prepara tory p rocess with representa t ion of the seven 



sociocult i irul reg ions , iiidiiicnous women ;wui yoiuh. us well ;is ihe pan ie ipa i ion o i ' t h e Kxpcrt 
Mechan i sm on "the R i g h t s ' o f Indigenous Peoples , the Speeial Rappor teur on the rights of 
ind igenous peop le s and the l-orum itseir. 

127. The Pe rmanen t I-orum acknowledges and st ipports (he s t rong appeal made by indigenous 
peop l e s ' r epresen ta t ives to Member Stales. United Nat ions agenc ies , in par t icu lar the Voluniary 
[•iind for Indigenous Popula t ions under O l I C i l R . and o thers to .secure funding for the 
par t ie ipa t ion o f i n d i g e n o u s peoples in the preparatory process and the Confe rence to be held in 
2014 . 

128. Ihe Permanent Forum calls upon the presidency of the t i enen i l As.scinbly at its sixty-fifth 
session to share with the membersh ip of the United Nat ions the main conc lus ions of the 
d ia iogue held on the World Conference with the members of the Forum within the framework 
of its tenth sess ion. 

129. Ihe Permanent Forum r e c o m m e n d s to the presidency of the (General Assembly at its si.\tv-si.\th 
sess ion the appo in tmen t of a facilitator to conduct open-ended consn i ta t ions with Member 
States and represen la t ives of indigenous peoples within the f ramework of the Permanent 
Forum, as well as with the l-:xpert Mcchainsni on the Rights of Ind igenous Peoples and the 
Special Rappor te iu-on the rights of indigenous peoples , in order to de te rmine the modal i t ies for 
the mee t ing , i i ichtding the part icipation of indigenous peoples in the Confe rence . 

130 . The Pe rmanen t Fornm r e c o m m e n d s thai the pres idencies of the Genera l Assembly at its sixty-
sixth and s ix ty-seventh sess ions convene one-day interact ive d ia logues with M e m b e r Stales and 
representa t ives of ind igenous peoples within the framework of the e leventh and twelfth 
sess ions of the Fo rum. 

1 3 1 . I'he Pe rmanen t Foru[n calls upon all indigenous peoples wor ldwide to initiate national and 
regional p repara tory meet ings on the World Confe rence and to present ihe oa l come and 
conc lus ion of the mee t ings as a report lo Ihe l-orum at its e leventh session, to serve as u 
va luable input for future d iscuss ions by the Forum on the matter . 


