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THE PRESIDENT
QOF THE
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

11 August 2011

Excellency,

On 23 May 2011, the United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues, in the
framework of its Tenth Session, had a first discussion regarding the World Conterence on
Indigenous Peoples which will take place in 2014 in accordance with General Assembly
resolution 65/198.

| have the honour to bring to your attention the main conclusions and recommendations
of the Permanent Forum relevant to the World Conference on Indigenous Peoples which
have been endorsed by the Economic and Social Council at its General Segment last
month.

Please accept, Excellency, the assurances of my highest consideration.

Joseph Deiss

All Permanent Representatives and
Permanent Observers to the United Nations
New York



Recommenduations of the Permmanent Forum refevant to the
Discussion on the Waorld Conference on Indigenous Peoples
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The Permancnt Forum on [ndigenous Issues invited the Office of the President of the General
Assembly at its sixty-filth session w participate in an mitiaf dialogue to hear the views of the
represcntatives of indigenous peoples an the 2014 World Conlference on Indigenous Peoples,
with the participation of Member States as well as those adending its tenth session.

The presidency of the General Assembly stressed that the Peroanent Porum has o cenlral role
to play and is vniguely quadibied o provide input on the modalities for the canference and, at y
later stage. on its ouscome, In this regurd, the Permanent Forum welcomes the opportunity and
full responsihility for playing this central role in the preparations for the forthcoming World
Confarence, '

The Permanent Forutn tukes note of the commitment by the presidency of the General
Assembly to transmit to all Member States the recommendations and comments resulting from
the dialogue hetd during the tenth session.

The Permunent Forun urges the adoption of the modalities for the Conference hefore the end
obf 2011, during the sixty-sixth session of the General Assembly. and supparts the strong call
from indigenous peoples’ representatives on the need for urgent action regarding the structuring
and initiation of regivnal preparatory processes for the World Conference.

The Pernmanent Forum allirms that the United Nations Declaration on the Rights ol Indigenous
Peoples is the primary guide for tts collective work and i therclore highly relevant o the
forthcoming World Conterence. In this regard. the Permanent Forum recalls that in the
preamble o the Declaration, the General Assembly solemnly proclaimed it obligzation. in
accordance with the Charter of the United Nations, 10 advance indigenous human riphts in
order to “enhance harmonious and cooperative relations between the Siate and indinenous
peoples, based oo principles  of  justice.  democracy. respect for hwman rights.
pon-diserimination and good tuith”™

In “a spivit of partership and mutead respeet”, the Forum further emphasizes the impostant
standards set out in articles 18 and 19 of the [eclaration, which provide the following
“Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision-making in matters which wostld
affect their rights, through represcentatives chosen by themselves in gecordance with their own
procedures...” and “States shall consult and cooperate in goad faith with the indigenous
peoples concerned through their own representative institutions i order to oblain their free,
prior and informed consent betore adopting and implementing legislative or administrative
measures Lhat may affeet them.” Suech equal, direct and meaningful participation by indigenous
peoples throughout all stages of the World Conference is essentiul il the iaternutional
commuaity is o arrive ar a construclive result thal will genuinely improve the status and
conditions of indigenous peaples warldwide,

The Permanent Forum is of the view that the most feasible time to have a hroad-basaed
interactive dialogue between Member States and indigenous peoples would be during, after or
hetore irs forthcoming annual sexssions and that all stuges of the preparatory process for the
Warld Conference should be conducted in cqual partnership between Member States and
indigenous peoples.

The Permanent Forum welcomes the initiative of the Government of Mexico and the Fund Tor
the Development of the Indigenous Peoples of Latin America and the Caribbean to host the
Latin American and Caribbhean preparatory mecting on the Woeld Conference in 20102,

The Permanent Forum welcomes the invitation extended o indigenous peoples by the Saami
Parlisment of Norway to atlend a preparatory meeting to be held in Alta, Norway, in 2005 {o
consalidate indigenous peoples” strategies and inputs for the World Conferenge.

The Permanent Forum alse welcomes the recommendations made by a wide range of
indigenous peoples” caucuses and representatives with respect 1o the establishiment of o global
steering committee to conduct the preparatery process with representation of the seven
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sociocultural regions, indigenous women and youth. as well as the participation of the Expert
Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. the Special Rapporteur on the rights of
indigenous peoples and the Forum itself.

The Permanent Forum acknowledges and supports the strong appeal made by indigenous
peoples’ representatives to Member States, United Nations agencies, in particular the Voluntary
Fund for I[ndigenous Populations under OHCHR, and others to secure funding for the
participation of indigenous peoples in the preparatory process and the Conference to be held in
2014,

The Permanent Forum calls upon the presidency of the General Assembly at its sixty-fitth
session to share with the membership of the United Nations the main conclusions of the
dialogue held on the World Conference with the members of the Forum within the framework
of its tenth session.

The Permanent Forum recommends to the presidency of the General Assembly at its sixty-sixth
session the appointment of a facilitator to conduct open-ended consultations with Member
States and representatives ot indigenous peoples within the framework of the Permanent
Forum, as well as with the kxpert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and the
Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples, in order to determine the modalities for
the meeting, including the participation of indigenous peoples in the Conference.

The Permanent Forum reconumends that the presidencies of the General Assembly at its sixty-
sixth and sixty-seventh sessions convene one-day interactive dialogues with Member States and
representatives of indigenous peoples within the framework of the eleventh and twelfth
sessions of the Forum.

The Permanent Forum calls upon all indigenous peoples worldwide to initiate national and
regional preparatory mectings on the World Conference and to present the outcome and
conclusion of the meetings as a report to the Forum at its eleventh session, to serve as a
valuable input for future discussions by the Forum on the matter.



