wgoﬁﬂ!/lg?/w/uhm 6 ﬁ# lg

Rapanui Parliament statement -2 M\

Seventh Session of the United Nations Permanent Forum on 6 '
Indigenous Issues-April 2008-New York, NY
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Topic-Rapa Nui versus — State Government of Chile

Madam Chair

Distinguish Representatives

The histarical approval of the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of
Indigenous People validates the tireless struggle of Indigenous people worldwide
for the recognition of their rights, identities as people, their culture and their

heritage.

The declaration it is in deed a great achievement. However, its true lasting value
will depend, not only on cur collective ability to translate it into substantive and
sustainable actions, more importantly it is in the effective vindication of our rights

to our lands, territory, and resources.

Poverty of indigenous people is intimately link to economic, social, politicai and

cultural marginalization.

Therefore, for us to pursue our self - sustainable development, we have to
enforce the right to permanent sovereignty over our lands, territories, and natural

resources.
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