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A g e n d a I t e m 5 : F U T U R E W O R K O F T H E P E R M A N E N T F O R U M 

T h a n k you Mr. Cha i rperson . M y name is T o n y a Gonne l la Fr ichner and I a m a cit izen of the O n o n d a g a N a t i o n , Sn ipe 
C lan , of the Haudenosaunee . I a m making this intervent ion on behalf of the Amer ican Indian Law Al l iance a n d the 
e lders and leaders ot the Te ton Sioux Nat ion Trea ty Counc i l of the Te tuwan Oyate . 

W e recognize that the d is t inguished members of the Fo rum have been asked to absorb m u c h informat ion t h i s week and 
w e c o m m e n d you on the work you are do ing on behal f of all Ind igenous peoples. Your s tamina and c o m m i t m e n t are 
exemplary and I wi l l , accord ingly , be brief. 

W e are most conce rned about two th ings: se l f -determinat ion a n d t reaty issues. The purpose of our in te rvent ion is to 
hopeful ly ensure that these are g iven due cons iderat ion in the fu ture work of the Fo rum. 

W e do not bel ieve that there c a n be any doubt that for Ind igenous peoples the single most crit ical issue in t h e 
appl icat ion of unb iased and equal appl icat ion of internat ional law and s tandards is ensur ing the right to self-
determinat ion as se t for th in Art ic le 3 of the Draf t Dec lara t ion. As Tadadaho , the leader of the H a u d e n o s a u n e e , s ta ted 
last week in open ing this sess ion of the Fo rum, in the natura l wor ld each species has a leader. If this is a lso t rue for 
internat ional rights and s tandards , the leader must be the right to se l f -determinat ion. All r ights f low f rom it. T h e F o r u m 
and the United Nat ions sys tem must approach Ind igenous issues f rom within this f ramework . 

Recommenda t ions 

It is therefore r e c o m m e n d e d that in order to meet the dec la red goals of the Internat ional Decade on the W o r l d ' s 
Indigenous Peoples , a s t rong, unqual i f ied and unwaver ing dec larat ion of this right for Ind igenous peoples m u s t be 
enshr ined within the foundat ional documen ts of the Uni ted Nat ions sys tem. Passage of the Draft Dec lara t ion on the 
Rights of the Wor ld ' s Ind igenous Peoples , as draf ted in consu l ta t ion wi th Ind igenous peoples, is therefore t h e most 
logical and di rect method to ach ieve this goa l . 

In the interest of cons is tency a n d the fair and just appl icat ion of internat ional law and s tandards , w e wou ld a l s o fur ther 
r e c o m m e n d , that in achiev ing these goals, the Permanen t F o r u m also request that E C O S O C , the Genera l A s s e m b l y 
and United Nat ions agenc ies cons ider a s imple and unqual i f ied resolut ion of their own procla iming Ind igenous peop les ' 
right to sel f -determinat ion. 

The re is no need to recite to this Fo rum the crit ical nature of t reat ies to many Indigenous nat ions a round t h e wor ld . It 
does bear repeat ing though that they are not s imp ly internat ional ly b inding legal ins t ruments . T h e y a r e spir i tual 
obl igat ions of our Ind igenous nat ions. W e therefore jo in wi th ou r s isters in the Ind igenous w o m e n ' s caucus in cal l ing for 
the expans ion of the manda te of the Permanent F o r u m to include a new area cal led Governance , T rea t i es and 
Internat ional Ag reemen ts . Accord ing to our t rad i t ions, fhe ob l igat ions to which w e are commi t ted in the t rea t i es , and the 
s igni f icance of the treat ies in preserv ing our every aspec t of our right to se l f -determinat ion and sovere ignty , t h e r e c a n be 
no doubt of the need for th is to jo in as a manda ted a rea of the Permanent F o r u m . 
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W e wou ld r e c o m m e n d that the Permanent Fo rum request tha i the Specia l Rappor teur on the H u m a n Rights of 
Ind igenous Peop les examine the e l lec ts of internat ional borders on Indigenous commun i t ies a n d nat ions, especia l ly 
those whose borders t ransverse the borders ol nat ion states. A l though we are part icularly aware of this issue's af fect in 
North Amer i ca , severa l Ind igenous groups have desc r i bed simi lar prob lems in Afr ica, As ia and Sou th Amer i ca . 

In pursuit o l the Permanen t Forum's manda te to educa te the wor ld on Indigenous issues it is r e c o m m e n d e d that the 
celebrat ion of Internat ional Ind igenous Peoples ' Day be expanded to include the invo lvement of Un i ted Nat ions 
agenc ies in local regions a round the wor ld , that Ind igenous peoples groups be encouraged to part ic ipate and that 
Uni ted Nat ions ' off icials make it a priori ty to personal ly par take in local ce lebrat ions. 

Finally, we would r e c o m m e n d that the Permanent Fo rum use its report to further examine the exc lus ion of Nor th 
Amer i can and Eu ropean Indigenous commun i t ies and nat ions f rom United Nat ions p rograms and agency work s imply 
b e c a u s e our terr i tor ies are located within "deve loped" countr ies. Despi te the fact that stat ist ics on every conce ivab le 
soc io -economic fac to r on Nat ive Amer i can reservat ions and reserves are as equal ly bad as those in the so-cal led 
"deve lop ing" wor ld , we are exc luded f r o m access to crit ical p rograms that would be a benefi t to our peoples. It is t ime to 
change the sys tem to reflect the we l l - known and we l l - documen ted realit ies of Ind igenous life wor ldw ide . 

T h a n k you for your at tent ion. Danay to . 
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