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Mr. Chairperson, and members of the Expert Mechanism, the Government of

Canada would like to take this opportunity to aidress the United Nations Expert

Mechanism during its 6th session by sharing its experience in ensuring access to

justice for Aboriginal people, and examining the work that the Government of

Canada has underiaken as part of its commitment to promote reconciliation

between Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal Canadians.

ln the area of access to justice, the federal and provincial governments work

together to ensure that Canada has a fair, relevant and effective justice system

for all Canadians, including Aboriginal people, Policy and program approaches

are also developed in a manner that respects cultural sensitivities.

Canada, its provinces, and its territories, successfully collaborate with partners to

make the justice system work better for the public, while making it more efficient,

modern and cosleffective for government. Four major initiatives that

demonstrate how Canada leads and supports initiatives aimed at better serving

Aboriginal communities include: the Aboriginal Justice Strategy; the Aboriginal

Courtwork Program; the Aboriginal Community Corrections lnitiative; and Legal

Aid. These efforts help facilitate access to justice for Aboriginal people through a

comprehensive range of initiatives, programs and special measLtres, including

direct access to human rights commissions and or tribunals, criminal and civil

legal aid and special programs for Aboriginal people, state-funded counsel,

public interest funding and public legal education and information.



The Aboriginal Justice Strategy was developed by the Government of Canada to

deliver, in partnership with provinces and territories, approximately 275 programs

serving over 800 communities across Canada. This Strategy supports

community-based approaches to justice, including the diversion of persons from

the mainstream justice system to culturally-sensitive community services, the

promotion of sentencing alternatives, and the enhancement of access to justice

and healthy communiiies. Proven to be cct-effective and to reduce recidivism,

the Government of Canada has invested approximately $121 million dollars to

the Aboriginal Justice Strategy since 2007.

Another program ihat has been very successful is the Aboriginal Courtwork

Program, which has been supported by the Government of Canada for over 35

years. Aboriginal Courtworkers provide direc't seryices to Aboriginal people in

contact with ihe criminal justice system. This program aims at ensuring ihat those

involved with ihe criminal justice sysiem receive fair, equilable and culturally-

sensitive treatment. Recent studies demonstrate that Aboriginal courtworker

services have a satisfaction rate of over 90% from clients as well as strong

support from the courts. Over 200 Aboriginal court workers provide services to

more than 455 communities and close to 60,000 Aboriginal people throughout

Canada each year.



Canada also ensures that Aboriginal people have access to justice in a manner

that respects their culture and circumstances, by investing in community healing

models designed io keat offenders, victims and their families. lt has been

demonstrated that these models have direct benefits to corrections, including

reducing recidivism. Under these models, Aboriginal communities and families

are actively engaged in a restorative community process, and the development of

sustainable cultural, social and economic development.

A strong legal aid system is an important pillar of Canada's justice sysiem. All

provinces and territorles operate publicly{unded legal aid programs, providing

legal assistance at little or no cost to persons of limited means. The specific

requirements for accessing these programs differ from province to province, but

their purpose is the same, to ensure that individuals have help navigating

Canada's legal system where necessary. Criminal legal aid helps to promote fair

legal proceedings and helps to ensure access to justice for economically

disadvantaged persons accused of serious, complex criminal offences and who

face the likelihood of incarceration.

Permettez-moi de poursuivre en frangais. En ce qui concerne la question de Ia

r6conciliation, il faut noter que le processus de r6conciliation comporte un

engagement continu e am6liorer la relation avec les peuples autochtones sur la

base d'une connaissance de notre histoire collective, du respect mutuel et du

d6sir de faire equipe pour aller de I'avant.



Plusieurs exemples concrets de mesures prises par le Canada pour promouvoir

la r6conciliation d6coulent de l'6poque des pensionnats indiens et des excuses

historiques faites par le premier ministre en 2008. Tout d'abord, le gouvernement

est e mettre en ceuvre la Convention de Rdglement Relative aux Pensionnats

lndiens, qui pr6voit l'indemnisation financidre des personnes qui ont fr6quent6

les pensionnats indiens et qui ont fait l'objet de s6vices. Ce rdglement pr6voit

6galement le financement d'activit6s de comm6moration, des mesures de

soutien a la sant6 et la cr6ation de la Commission de v6rit6 et de r6conciliation.

En outre, le 11 juin 2008, au nom du gouvemement du Canada et de toute la

population canadienne, le premier ministre Stephen Harper a pr6sent6 des

excuses officielles et historiques aux anciens 6ldves des pensionnats indiens

pour les souffrances endur6es et pour les s6quelles que ces 6tablissements ont

laiss6es sur eux, leurs familles et leurs communaut6s.

Conscient du r6le important que joue l'6ducation dans la r6conciliation, le

Canada a 6galement soutenu plusieurs mesures visant d sensibiliser le grand

public. Par exemple, le Canada a particip6 au financement de l'int6gration aux

programmes scolaires d'un volet d'information sur les pensionnats indiens. Plus

r6cemment, le gouvernement a fait installer dans l'6difice du Parlement un vitrail

qui souligne les s6quelles que les pensionnats indiens ont laiss5es sur les

anciens 6leves et leurs familles. La pr6sence de cette euvre encouragera les

parlementaires, de m6me que les visiteurs du Parlement pour des g6n6rations a



venir, a en apprendre davantage sur l'histoire des pensionnats indiens et les

efforts de r6conciliation d6ployes par le Canada.

La r6conciliation consiste 6galement d se tourner vers l'avenir et d unir nos

forces pour faire en sorte que les Premidres Nations, les M6tis et les lnuits

contribuent pleinement d bdtir un Canada plus fort. Par exemple, gr6ce i la

Strat6gie nationale sur l'6ducation des lnuits et au soutien offert dans le cadre du

Programme d'6ducation de base des adultes du Nord, le Canada travaille en

partenariat pour contribuer d b6tir des communaut6s fortes, saines et prospdres

dans le Nord canadien. Le gouvemement investit 6galement dans des

partenariats qui visent i accroitre la participation des Mdtis au d6veloppement

6conomique.

Pour conclure, Monsieur le Pr6sident, le Canada continue d'envisager des

solutions novatrices et efficaces qui puissent rendre Ie systdme de justice encore

meilleur pour les Canadiens. Tout en s'efforgant d'offrir un syst6me de justice

moins lourd et a meilleur co0t, le Canada veille en m6me temps d ce que le

systdme fonctionne dans le respect des r6alit6s culturelles et a maintenir Ie

processus de r6conciliation au cceur de sa relaiion avec les peuples

autochtones.

Merci.


