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‘Ms President of the Fluman Rights Council,
_ Excellencies, | _ , )
‘Distinguished Experts, : ' ' , L.
 Ladies and Gentlexpen,

Tam pleased to open the foulth session qf the Expert Mechanism on the nghts of
Indigenous Peoples. 1 warmly welcome its memmbers, partumlarly those newly appomted,
as well as thank the outgoing members of the Expert Mechanism, Whase stuciies have
created an excellent foundation for the futute werk of the Mechanism. 1 am also very
pleased to see many indigenous rcpresentattvcs from allregions of the wortld, including
thc_rcm_pmnts of out Voluntary Fund for lndlgenous FPopulations.

The final report of the Expert Mechanism on Ind1genous peoples patticipation is before
ou. Thirty-four years ago indigenous peoples gtoups came to Geneva to make theit
voices heatd at the interhational level. At that titme, they issued the first draft decla.ratlon

oh pnnmples on the nghm of mdlgenous pcoples Among these pioneets was Ch1ef

 Wilton Littlechild whd now joins s as 2 new memmber of the Expert Mechanism,

: A milestone of mdigenous peoples advocacy is the UN Decla.tatlon on the Rights of

' lnd.lgenous Peoples, which ptovides a common foadmap and framework for agtion at

both the national and international Jevel, Its value is now reeogmsed globally Indeed, I

am plea,sed to be add.tessmg you for the ﬁrst time since all States who opposed the

" .. Declatation hawve changed their position to one of suppnrt. The Declaratlon sets out a

.bluepﬂ.ut for future partnex:shlps betwecn mdlgenous peoples, States, and other -
stakeholdezs mcludmg the private sector,

, Indeed, indigetious peoples have made the United Natlons a more mclumrre p]acc They

showed that effectlve human rlghts advocacy can be putsued in maﬂy lﬂ.nguages not only

those spo_ken by States. .

Howevcr these posmve results must not induce complacency To be sure, mdlgenous
pCOPlEB temain some of the most margmahsed gioups in the world, &equently excluded

from political and economic power. A_ccordmg to the World Bank and the International

. Monetary Fund poverty rates amongst indigenous peoples exceed 50 %o-in most countries.



In some States, more than 80% of indigenous peoples live in poverty. Furthermore,
indigenous peoples live shorter lives and ate in wosse health than their non-indigenous
compattiots and they are also dramatically disaclvantaged in education in many countries.

Indigenous peoples continue to be disproportionately targeted in conflict situations.

— .'__-Efequently_ﬂ:eir.adv.ocates are not.only excluded. from decision-making but harassedand...___

silenced.

In the course of some of my missions, I have observed how indigenous peoples — and

" especially indigenous women — are discriminated and excluded from pnflicipaping in
decisions that affect their jives. Ev;an in wealf_hy countties, some indigenous peoples
continue to 'l'rve in squalor, destitution and hopelessness. Often they continue to suffer

the consequences of colonization and century-long dispossession.

To confront and put an end to such exclusion and inequality, indigenous peoples must
be inchuded in decision-making. It is imperative that positive measutes and policies be

‘ putin placé to foster their participation. Yet, this approach meets resistance. A study '

presented in December at a global conference on indigenous and minority participation, -

otganised by the Iﬁter—Paﬂiamentary Union in cooperlation with UNDP and OHCHR,
found that 25% of majority parliamentarians consider special measutes to ensure |
indigenous and minority i)atﬁcipation in'parliaments as discriminatory. We fieé:d to

~ counter this ill-informed stance by demonstrating the value and benefits that the

| : ~ knowledge and history of indigcﬁous peoples bring to their own wider communities and .

| . .
1 enitte nations.
i . .

. | ) - In this regard, I would like to stress the value of the studies of the Expert. Mechanism,
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:- prcmde guidance to States on how to attain the goals of the Declarauon and implement

: - them on the ground. The associated Expert Mecha.msm B Adwce No. 2, annexed to the
J:cport conttibutes to the growing international jutispradence on xmportant rights such as

. States' duty to seek indigenous peoples’ free, prior and informed consent, drawing o,
inter alia, the ]unspmdcnce of the Spemal Rappotteur on the rights of mdlgenous peoples

| - and UN and regjonal human rights bodies.




In addition to its suppott. to the Expcrt Mechanism’s thematic wotk on pm:tlcipattcn my
office has sought a variety of ways to promott indigenous peoples’ mclusxon in decision
maling. Last May, we launched the UN Indlgenous Peoplcs Partnership (UNIPP), 2 ;61nt :
initiative between the OHCHIR, the Intcmattonal Labour Oxgamsatmn the United

Nations Development Programme and UNICEF. Thraugh a multi-donot trast. fund, the
Indlgenous Peoples Par tncrshlp seeks to advance the implemcntanon of the Declaration
and ILO Cornvention 169 on Ind:gcnous and Ttibal Peoples patticulazly at the country

- level: One of its key objectives is the promotion of _pa.ttlapatlon and indigenous peoples’

jnstimtibns.

Thxough our country” and Regmnal Offices, from Nepal to Bohvm from Central Ameuca
to Central Africa we have fostered ot suppor:ted indigenous parucxpatlon consult'mve
processes with national authorities and the ptivate sector, We have a]so promoted

. Jnd.lgenous peoples’ pammpauon in human rights momtonng

At the mtcx:nauonal 1cvcl, we run an md.tgcnous peaples fe]lowsh1p progd:am and the
Voluntaty Pund for Ind.tgenous Popu]atlons, which suppotts indigenous attendance in
this Mechanism, the Permattent Forum on Indlgcnous Issues and now also in the '
Human R.lghts Councﬂ and Treaty Bodms I am pleased to note that the Universal
petiodic teview catried out by the Human Rights Council has toade more than 200
recommendations telated to mdlgenous peoples, many of then coficerning the right to

. pammpatcm decision-making.

Ladies and éent.lemé:n,

. .
In conﬂuding, let me underscore that participation in decision making is not only a
human fight in itself; it is also crucial to the cm]oymcnt of othex. tights of mdigenous
peoples. I am confident that, together we can build societies and a future th'l.t are; a8 the

. audience before me, truly vibrast, inclusive and peacefuL _

Thank you fox your attention and I wish you 2 fruitful and productive session.



