


Mr. Chair, indigenous peoples appreciate the Bank’s efforts over the past year to speak with
indigenous peoples about its process to revise the existing Indigenous Peoples Policy — including
the high level round table discussion that took place last October 2002 with Bank staff and
indigenous representatives previously selected by indigenous peoples around the world. We
encourage the continuation of such dialogues in order o increase indigenous involvement and
participation in Bank activities and harmonize the Bank’s work with the aspirations and rights of
indigenous peoples.

Nevertheless, these exchanges have not resulted in an acknowledgment by the Bank of its
responsibilities and obligations under international law. The Bank can no longer invoke the so-
called “constraints” of its Articles of Agreement to relieve itself of dealing with political and civil
rights of indigenous peoples, because such a position conflicts with the Bank's own practices.
Unrestrained by its Articles of Agreement, over the years the Bank has made serious progress in
advancing human rights, including, but not limited to, child labor rights and right of women to be
free from discrimination. Both these rights are of a political and civil nature and both of these
rights lack protections in the domestic laws of some countries despite their clear recognition and
protection under intemational law. Still, the Bank has taken a leading role in ensuring that such
rights are fully respected in the development and implementation of its projects. Indigenous
peoples’ rights should be treated no differently.

Indigenous peoples are troubled by the Bank’s failure to respect and protect their most
fundamental rights both in its existing projects and its process of revising the Bank’s indigenous
peoples policy.

Mr. Chair, as I have suggested, this issue of the Bank’s compliance with international law has
played a key role in the ongoing discussions that surround the Bank’s current revision of its
existing indigenous peoples policy. This revision process began in 1999, and since its inception,
indigenous peoples have expressed concern about the manner in which consultations have been
carried out as well as the failure of the revised draft to properly respect and reflect indigenous
peoples rights under international law. The revised policy does not currently have the broad
support of indigenous peoples due to its failure to sufficiently protect and recognize many key
rights, including but not limited to: the collective rights of indigenous peoples to their lands and
territories, the right to be free from involuntary settlement, the right to prior, free, and informed
consent; the right to self-identification, and the right to measures to mitigate adverse impacts. A
policy that does not fully address such issues should not be forwarded to the board for adoption.

During the October 2002 roundtable discussion with the Bank, indigenous peoples’
representatives highlighted the insufficiencies of the revised pelicy, suggested revisions, and
enceuraged the Bank to examine further the issue of its responsibilities with respect to
international law. As a result of that meeting, the Bank committed itself to making the new
version available to indigenous peoples prior to submission to the Board and with an explanation
of those changes that were made and not made. At this meeting the Bank also expressed its
willingness to host a legal roundtable to discuss and explore further the Bank’s responsibilities
with respect to international law, o

With this in mind and for the reasons expressed above, we would request that the Permanent
Forum make the following recommendations to ECOSOC in its report:

(see recommendations list at the front of this statement).

These are our recommendations Mr. Chair. We trust that with the support of the Permanent
Forum, indigenous peoples, together with Bank staff, can overcome these matters in the near
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