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UNDP greatly values the vital contributions that indigenous peoples and the Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues make to human development, and we are glad to have the opportunity to work 
together with you towards this shared goal. Indigenous peoples have a vision of development that is 
based on an inter-generational sense of equity and sustainability, both of which are at the heart of the 
sustainable development agenda. In this sense, indigenous peoples' views and aspirations are the 
ultimate expression of what the United Nations Development Programme and the paradigm of 
human development are all about. 

UNDP is well aware that indigenous peoples all over the world are greatly concerned about climate 
change, not only because they are often disproportionately affected by both the problem of climate 
change and the world's attempts to address it, but also because they have so much to contribute to 
mitigation and adaptation strategies. UNDP recognizes that as early as Rio Earth Summit in 1992, 
indigenous elders warned the world community about climate change, long before the scientific and 
political communities had reached consensus on the issue. 

The dramatic impacts of climate change on human development was the focus of the recent Human 
Development Report 2007/2008 entitled "Fighting climate change: human solidarity in a divided 
world". The report highlights the disproportionate threats that poor people are facing due to climate 
change and how they are more vulnerable to climate shocks and the loss of agricultural productivity, 
as well as more floods and droughts. Among vulnerable communities, you know only too well that 
indigenous peoples around the world are suffering from rapid changes in their territories and 
ecosystems. Living close to nature, indigenous peoples are seeing their livelihoods under severe stress 
and their cultural identity at risk. However, UNDP believes that indigenous peoples also possess 
some of the key knowledge and expertise on how to address the most pressing environmental 
challenges of our times. 

This Human Development Report concludes that effective multilateral mechanisms and good governance 
structures must be developed as part of a broad-based strategy for human development that extends 
beyond conservation and emission targets to a far wider set of development concerns, including 
respect for the rights of indigenous peoples. 

UNDP is committed to promoting and contributing to the fulfillment of the historic UN Declaration 
on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. We are pleased that the United Nations Development Group 
(UNDG) has developed and recently formally approved the new 'Guidelines on Indigenous Peoples' 
Issues', thus responding to the adoption of the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples. 
These Guidelines lead the way for all the members of the UNDG in their dealings with indigenous 
peoples at the corporate and at the country level. 

UNDP, in its role as convenor of the UN system at the country level, will implement the recently 
adopted UNDG 'Guidelines on Indigenous Peoples' Issues'. UNDP will also continue supporting 
the establishment of participatory and advisory mechanisms as provided in the UN Declaration on 
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples and in the context of UNDP's new Global Human Rights 
Strengthening Programme. 

UNDP was honored to receive the visit of the Bureau Members of the Permanent Forum on 
Indigenous Issues last week on April 16th. The Permanent Forum Members met with UNDP's 
Administrator, Kemal Dervis, and other colleagues and discussed how UNDP and indigenous 
peoples can work hand-in-hand to address the global challenges of today, such as climate change and 
the achievement of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), renewing a sense of real 
partnership. 
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8. But we would also like to hear from many other indigenous peoples and their representatives. To this 
end, UNDP is undertaking a consultative process with indigenous peoples on the climate change 
issues of reduced emissions from deforestation and degradation (REDD) and on community-based 
adaptation — as well as on community conserved areas. The consultations will begin here at the 
Permanent Forum with several events and will continue throughout the year to the Convention on 
Biological Diversity's Conference of the Parties in May, then to the IUCN's World Conservation 
Congress in October, and on to the Climate Change Convention's Conference of the Parties in 
December. 

9. With regard to climate change adaptation, UNDP believes that local and indigenous communities 
must be regarded as major rights-holders, stakeholders, partners and beneficiaries in the development 
of programmes and community approaches to adaptation. In this regard, UNDP has been piloting 
approaches to community-based adaptation to climate change in 10 countries, and we hope to scale 
up the current efforts with support from the UN Foundation. 

10. We intend to support you in your efforts to make indigenous voices heard more loudly and more 
clearly in the development of pro-poor schemes related to reduced emissions from deforestation and 
degradation. We will endeavor to do this through our work with a number of other institutions under 
the Poverty-Environment Partnership (PEP) on "Making REDD Work for the Poor". We will also 
work towards this by seeking your advice and guidance for our own work with FAO and UNEP, and 
other partners, to directly support countries to reduce deforestation in ways that provide real benefits 
the local people and their biodiversity. 

11. The GEF Small Grants Programme (SGP), implemented by UNDP, is now operational in 102 
countries. Approximately 15% of its funding portfolio goes directly to projects submitted by 
indigenous peoples. In 2008, SGP will be collaborating with the recently launched UNDP Global 
Programme on Human Rights to replicate the experience of the SGP in relation to participatory 
video work and oral cultures. Copies of the participatory video made by indigenous participants at 
the 2006 UNPFII will be distributed, with additional participatory video facilitation available for 
UNPFII participants this year. 

12. It is worth noting that over one-third of all the winners of the Equator Prizes in 2002, 2004 and 2006 
have been indigenous communities, and it seems likely that this trend may continue for the 2008 
Equator Prize. 

13. The UNDP Regional Initiative on Indigenous Peoples' Rights and Development is also organizing a 
series of consultations on natural resources management and cultural sustainability through the lens 
of climate change and adaptation. A regional dialogue involving more than a hundred practitioners 
and policy makers from 13 countries took place in Chiang Mai, Thailand last November, organized in 
partnership with a number of indigenous groups and associations, and with support from the 
Christensen Fund. Two community dialogues were also organized late last year in Bangladesh's 
Chittagong НШ Tracts and in Indonesia's West Nusa Tengarra. Four more community dialogues are 
planned for 2008 and 2009. The conclusions and recommendations of these dialogues will inform 
the Global Dialogue that will take place here tomorrow, Tuesday, April 22 n d , during the lunch break. 

14. This year, in the Latin America and Caribbean region, UNDP will begin a consultation process with 
indigenous peoples on how best to implement the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous 
Peoples. This process in Latin America will benefit from the experience of the existing Regional 
Indigenous Peoples' Programme in Asia, which is now in its second phase and continues to provide a 
very effective platform for policy dialogue and capacity development on indigenous peoples' issues. 

15. To conclude, let me reiterate that we are looking forward to working with you and to hearing from 
you on how we can best work together with your communities and organizations in order to take a 
new and innovative approach to the truly significant challenges that confront indigenous peoples 
and humankind at large. 
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