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Winncmcm Wintu lrrbe - Sacrcd I'laccs lnstitutc lbr lndrgcnous Pcoplcs

We honor the trad it ional tcr r itorrcs ol-thc l,cnapc Natior.r and Onrrndaga Pcoplcs hcrc 1oda1'

\\re arc conccrncd ilboul the el-lccts on Indigclrous I outh and chilclrcrr ol'thc on-uoing suicidc, sc)f'-hartr

and violcncc rcsulting ltonr llrc dcsccration and dcstruclion ol' Indigcnous sacrcd sitcs and thus

tradilronal polrtical. lcgal. and rncdicinal practiccs that I nd igcnous .vouth and childrcn ilourish lrom and

havc right to livc u,ith in pcacc and clignitl rvith as livirg cLrltr-rrc Along thcsc samc Iincs rvc are

conccrncd about thc eil'ccts on lndigcnous rrluth and children ol'unrcsolved claims to thc right of
scll'-detcrnr inat iou and decolonization- inclucling lcrritorial and politrcal irrdcpcndcncc and sovereignlr,

and thc laclt of rccognition o1'pcoplcs as lcgal, scll'-govcrning pc,lplcs ard rlatlons cqrral to Slatcs

Iior IutlrgenoLrs ),oLrth 10 ha\ c ilcccss to lhc ir cultur es as pcr lntcnrational lau, 1he terriloriai integrily ol-

indigcnous Lands and rn particular sacrcd sites lnust bc recognized atongside lndtgcltor"rs

scll'-.governance and legal tradilions thcrein lndrgcnous louth arlazingly ar.rd brilliantly but unlairly
shouldcr burdens ol'structrrral rncqr-ralitics ar.rd rnjusticcs against tradrlional Indigenous lcadcrships and

lcgal proccsscs 'l'o lbrcc IndigenoLrs childrcn alrd )'outh to livc amidsl the opprcssing ol'thcir oln
cullural svslcurs and tradilions as uell as 1he destruction ol thcir lanrrlial and cortttnunal sacrcd placcs

alrd pracliccs is to spiritulll,, andcLrlturalll displaccthcm. Wc \\,ant pcacclirl lrvcslbrIndigenouslouth
and childlcn. \\hcre llrc\ do not lccl thc\ nrLrst !:o 1rl []a1tlc lol cr cn oLrr l'rost basic lundamcntal rrghts,

but uhcrc thcy can cnjor. shac ;rncl crpcncrrcc thosc lrghts in action, such as rights including the

Convcntlon on thc lllglrts ol thc Child (CItC)Artrcle i0 as also rc1'crenced in thc UNDI{ll'I)reamblc.

Scll'-harm is not thc onlv lbrm ol'r'iolcrcc Indigcnous 1ou1h Ihcc. tlrc disappcarancc ol'1or"rth in the

Iirce ol Statc and bLrsrncss larrd-grabbing. dividing ol pcoplcs b1, irnposcd borders and laus.

discrimination and svslclnatic tcrrorizing aud criminalizalion o1' lldigcnous corlnrurttics arc also

harms and r,'iolcncc to Indrqenor-rs l,outh Wc do not u,ant yct anothcr gclcration oI'Iudigenons vouth
rnd chrlcircn to gro\\,Lrp in a uorlcl u hcre their o\\'n tr.i[]c's and pcoplc's Indigcnous cultural, spiritual.

polrticnl and lceal lraelrtions arc slratcgicallv placed in conllrct and or manulhclured sLrbmissiveness

and/or dcpcndcncc litlr thc traditions and systcrns o1'colonizing ot rnanaging Statcls).

Indigcr.rous Peoples livc daily, wilh thc rcalrty ol the colonizing ol traditional tcrritor ics that has not yet

been acknoulcdgcd ancl addrcsscd lbrrralll br the UN Dccolonization Corllmlttcc,'[rusleeship Council

or Slalcs Colonizatiorl such as through rr,hat is callcd scttlcr colonizatton or conllgl-tous land basc

colonization, and no1 only bluc/salt walcr colonialrsm, lirrthcr dcslrol s Indigcnous sacrcd lands and thc



abilrtics thcrcil to prss on Indrrenous cLlllLlrcs as living, breathrng svstclns Wc call ibr spcedy

rcsolulloll to these ir.rcclualitrcs and rn[rsticcs lbr thc hcalt]rv lirlulcs ol oul vouth and children ln this

u'e reltrence LINDRIP Articles 7(2)- 3, II, I2 and 22, $'hcrc it rs iurllcrativc to thc r.rcr)tal, errotional.
spirrtual and physical health o1'1,or-rth and children that Indrgenous sacrcd places and orvn traditional
and _jus1 cultural instrtutions of larv and sovcrrlarlcc be rccognizcd, ulrlized, and rncludcd cqually rn

tntcrnatlonal and llN proccdurcs. actions. crcations and mcchanisms.

Scli-dcternrinatiorr is not scll dctcrnrnation il'it docs not rest rn and conre liom thc hands, minds and

hcarts oi'thc pcoplcs thclrsclvcs ancl thcir oun dcc is ron-rrrak rng proccsscs lt is not Ii)r Statcs to

dctcrrrlnc rvho rs ancl is not Indig,cnous. as in thc llrrited Statcs I]ederal Rccognition s\stem, while
trrbcs such as thc \.\'inncnrcrn Wintu and Chicl'Calecn Sisk arc lcli def'endrng thc survn,al oftheir
sacrcd sites to be ablc to colrlrnLlc \ ollng \\'omcn's ccrcmorics and lraditions lor lulLrlc gcnerations and

cultural survival ol thc tribc 'l'hc tnbc lirccs cLrltLrral gcnocidc cvcry linrc it nrcrcly practrccs traditronal

ccrcmonics. as thc [.lnitcd Statcs has laNs aqainsi thcsc practiccs and thc lribc cor.rtrnuallV thccs

pcnaltics br brcaking thc Ll S lars Such Slatc Ia$'s do not includc Indiqcnous Pcoplcs liiehts: the

Winncmcm ancl othsr "Lrrrrccognizcd'' tlrbcs arc catcgorizcd as l,ithout righls. as invisiblc pcoplc,

rsnonng that thcv arc ir llict arc lrrstor ic Calilbrnia l'r'catl,trrbes arrd must cndurc such clrscrimination

UN Gcrcral Asscmbll li.csolutron 1803 (XVll). on Pernnnent soreretgnD, orer natu'al resou"ces,

statcs tlrat "violattot, of thc rights oi'pcoples and nalions 10 sovercigntl over their natural u,ealth and

rcsoLrrccs is contrarr' to the spirit and principles ofthc Chaner ofthe United Nalions and hir.rders thc

clcr elopnrent of internallonaI co-opcration und thc rrraintenancc o1'pcace- , ackno$,ledging in the samc

llcsolulion that libcration nrovemcnls arc lcgally' lcgitiuratc arrd vouth shall bc rarscd l llh a knou,lcdgc
ol djgnlt\ and cqualitl' ur rcspecl lbr the rrght ol pcLrples to sclI'-dctcmr inatron. Morcovcr. the General

lsscntblv includcd thc lbllol,ilg principlc rn lhc'Declqrotiotl on tlle Pronotion among |'ctuth ofthe
ldcols r.'f I'cace. .\[tttnl llcspac/ qnd (,'nclerstctncling betucen Peoples' (Rcsolution 2037 1XX) of 7
I)cccnrbcr 1965). Prrnciple III "\'oune pcople shall be brought Lrp inthc knou,lcdgc ol'thc dignity and

equtriitr o1'all nrcn, uitlrout distinction as to racc. colour, cthnic origins or beliefs, and in respect for
fundamental human rights antl Ior thc risht o1'pcoples to se ll'-cleternr rnat ron '

ln thc section "l tplentctltctlion ol Onilad,\'olions resolu!iotts rclutrrrg to the riBht oIpeoples uncler

coloniql and ulien clonttnation to sel/-cletenninqlrori" of thc IJN Econonric and Socral Council
(ECOSt)C) 27th scssiorr rcport, 1971. it is statcd: "l3clicving thatell'cctir.c applicationol thcprinciplc
ol'scll'-clctcnlinatrou o1' pcoplcs is thc csscutial basis fbr rccognitiorr nnd obscrvancc ol'human nghts
ard that scll'-clctcltrinalion rncars that all peoples lravc tlre rieht lreel_v to dctcrrnirrc thcir polrtical
stallls \\,ithout extcnral interl'crcrcc " In this vein, it mUsl be thal pcoples thcnrselvcs, including

tndtgcnous pcoples. can dellnc thcir oun mcanings of sclf-dctcrm inat ion. As u.ell, lndigenous Peoples

rnust havc thc r ight to sutrm it to thc Trustccship Clouncil, il desircd, ol.n clairrs as non-sel1'-gor,,erning

lcrritorics ibr UN Dccolonizalion \\'jthout Statc interl'ercnce, lbr assurrncc ofcullural intcgrrt_,- and thc

pcace, dignrty and sccr.rrity o1'our sacrcd placcs, 1,or.rth, rvorncn and childr.cn, and rot bc stratcgically

labclled rebcls, separalists, crirnrnals. tcrronsts, anli nationals or anr,othcr such automalically negative

connotatlons to blocl(cd thclr seeklng 01'dlalogucs and changc ll1 thc conlcxt oftruc hurran rights duc

1br actualizcd pcacc, dignitl' and sc lt'-clctcrnr inal ion and -justicc.



Wc recornrrcnd that hrdigcrlor-rs X)uth be sLrpporled by thc UN and i1s bodics and mecl'ranrs)rs 10 create

thcrr o\ul stLrd\ on and exploratron into thc rvays in r'r,hich all ol thc man.v divcrsc Iltdigenous Pcoplcs

o1' thc rvorld havc rvork 1br ancl achrcvc scll-dctcrrrination, political, lcgal and tcrritorral

dccolonrzalron- and thc contlnuation o1'traditioual Indigcnous hcaling- lcadcrship and orvn hrdtgcnous

lustrcc l)roccsscs via protcct ol'orvn sacrcci placcs


