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Thank you Cha i rpe r son . 

Di s t ingu i shed par t ic ipants o f the w o r k i n g g roup , fellow representa t ives o f i nd igenous p e o p l e s . 

Ladies and G e n t l e m e n . 

Entasupaa pookin.J\\\s is in my ind igenous Maasai language means g ree t ings to u r n all! 

C h a i r p e r s o n . I feel pr ivi leged to a d d r e s s this session and share the follow ing genera l s t a t emen t s : 

GENDER ISSUES 
G e n d e r d ispar i t ies are equal ly appa ren t in the communi ty . Disc r imina to ry soc io-cu i tura l 
p rac t i ces . low levels of literacy and educa t ion a m o n g women rune led to low par t ic ipa t ion i n d 
rep resen ta t ion o f w o m e n In d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g and economic act ivi t ies . 
A l t h o u g h a n u m b e r o f in te rven t ions to address gender issues have been ini t ia ted by m a n \ 
o rgan iza t i ons , more still needs to be d o n e . The strategies to address the a b o v e issues need to 
focus on p r o g r a m m e s that inc rease w o m e n ' s access to secure l ive l ihoods and r e sou rce s , 
r e m o v i n g cul tural and legal i m p e d i m e n t s to part icipation in dec i s ion -mak ing , and raise social 
a w a r e n e s s on gender issues. Equa l par t ic ipat ion and representat ion o f w o m e n and men at all 
levels and e n h a n c e m e n t of g e n d e r equal i ty and status of w o m e n should be ensu red . 
AIDS ISSUES 
C h a i r p e r s o n , the quest ion o f A I D S o rphans , as is e lsewhere , also looms large in the i nd igenous 
c o m m u n i t y . T h e ind igenuos popu la t ion need to address i tselves to this ques t ion in a m a n n e r that 
the c o m m u n i t i e s will unders tand and benefit . I however , feel that they are l imited re sources to 
a d e q u a t e l y address this big issue as an. indigenous populat ion and appeal for suppor t from wel l -
w i she r s and o the r s takeholders such as the UN to enable indigenuos popu la t i on m a k e re levant 
in te rven t ions to address the pa the t ic pl ight o f the AIDS orphans . 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
1. Gi yen that w o m e n are a d i s a d v a n t a g e d sex . strategies to address their pl ight need to focus on 

p r o g r a m m e s that increase their a cces s to secure l ivel ihoods and re sources , r e m o v i n g cul tural 
and legal imped imen t s to par t ic ipa t ion in dec i s ion-making . 

2. T h e UN should deve lop s t ra tegies to address the pathetic plight of H I V ' A I D S o r p h a n s in the 
i nd igenous popula t ion . 

L o n g l ive fel low ind igenous p e o p l e 
T h a n k vou and mav G O D bless vou ail . 


