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The 6'hSession of the UN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of lndigenous Peoples.

Ceneva, 8'h to l2'h July 20.l 3

Statement by the Mbororo Social and Cultural Development Association of Cameroon
(MBOSCUDA), presented by Musa Usman Ndamba, Vice National President.

Mr. Chairman

lnd igenous Peoples Leaders.

Representatives of Diplomatic M issions

Disting u is hed ladies and gentlemen

Permit me extend my sincere thanks and gratitude to lhe lnternational committee for
tndigenous Peoples of the Americas (lncomindiol (ahe Swiss Fund) for their financial
support which enabled me to be here today.

We highly appreciate the study on the Access to Justice in the promotion and protection of the riShts

lndigenous Peoples. We wish to draw to EMRIP'S attention that a fundamental issue for African

indigenous peoples and access to justice relates to land rights and land tenure legislation which were

distorted during colonial times and remain discriminatory. Millions of African indigenous peoples survive

by transhumant pastoralism, and yet not one African country has adequate legislation which recognises

the traditional and customary land and ndtural resource tenure of the vast indigenous legal heritage.

The failure to take into account the conflict between mobile indigenous peoples and sedentary local

people who have greater access to the institutions of the State, is fundamental in understanding the
discrimination, marginalization and exclusion from justice in Africa.

The Mbororo are cattle-herding indigenous pastoralists who can be found in many sub-
Saharan countries in Africa. ln Cameroon, they number about 2.5 million people who
live in all parts of the country.

Being cattle herders, traditionally they called as home, wherever they herd their cattle.
As nation states evolved and demarcated their boundaries, the Mbororos increasingly
found themselves being deemed as unwanted aliens in the lands that they freely
roamed but never settled onto. Even today, Mbororo communities of Southern Sudan,
Chad, Nigeria and Central African Republic suffer grately from armed gangs for whom
their cattle constitute an easy and attractive target. Choice as well as compulsion led
the Mbororo to settle in Cameroon in the last century. Despite over a century of their
residence in Cameroon the Mbororo are still seen and discriminated as foreigners in
the region. With poor access to education, health, employments and low level of
engagement with formal governance and political structures, the Mbororo are a
community very much in struggle for their rightful place in Cameroon. Moreover, the
Mbororo being pastoralists, farmer-grazier conflicts that date back to colonial times
still persist. Communal lands used by the Mbororo are targeted by commercial ranchers
and land speculators. Civen the power differential between the parties, blatant
usurpation of the communities' lands and resources are what such conflicts culminate.
As we speak here now some 300 Mbororo families of Banjah in the North-West Region

of Cameroon are facing eviction from their ancestral land by the. powerful Catholic



Church of Bamenda Cameroon. The Mbororo community of Banjah have since taken the
matter to the court, the final ruling is expected soon.

Mr. Chairman, distinguished ladies and gentlemen

We highly appreciate the study on the Access to Justice and promotion and protection
of lndigenous Peoples.

Mr. Chairman, Finally, MBOSCUDA officials and human rights defenders continue to
suffer judicial harassment, persistent persecution, arbitrary arrests, long detention or
even imprisonment making it difficult for the organization to fully operate. As the
conflict between the large scale landowner and the Mbororo have intensified, the
rancher has strengthened his efforts to break down the leadership of the Mbororo
community, using his private TV channel to spread hatred against communities and
using false charges of defamation to arrest and silence the leaders of our organization
MBOSCUDA. The present false charges against me are just another act in the
landowner's strategy to silence the Mbororos' legitimate voice.

The MBOSCUDA chief paralegal officer, Jeidoh Duni, who worked tirelessly to mobilize
support to resist the ultra vires ban on the horse trade by the rancher, was attacked by
gu'nmen in front of his house in Ndop in July 2012 in what many consider as

assassination attempt. lt's clear violation of the UN declaration for HRDs and the UN

DRIP.

ln response to these issues, MBOSCUDA in an effort of seeking justice and protection
for our land and natural's resources, we submitted complaints to the Cameroon
authorities, human rights organization and the UN mechanisms for redress. This has

resulted to the creation of several commissions and fact-finding missions by the
Cameroon government which unfortunately have achieved very little or no results, we
have not seen a change and the suffering of the Mbororo people is continuing
unabated. We have rather seen the intensified persecution against our leadership and
community, partly as an act reprisal for our-collaboration with UN system.

Mr. Chairman, distinguish Personalities, Justice for Mbororo community is seem an

elusive dream.

We will like to make the following recom mendations:

r. We call on the Cameroon government to urgently take measures to stop all
ongoing persecution against Mbororo human rights defenders and leaders of
MBOSCUDA,

2. We invite EMRIP to take into account the legal discrimination against mobile indigenous peoples

as part of the institutionalized barriers to equal human rights, self-determination and access to
ju stice.

3. Recommend the extension of the study on access to justice to include legal and constitutional

impediments to peace, to examine systematic exclusion to justice for pastoralists and how the

denigration of human dignity and ethnic discrimination impact on access to justice.



4. We urge the Cameroon government to fully implement its own findings in the
lnter-Ministerial Commission (ani Commission) set up by the office of the
President in 2003.

We recommend the Cameroon in conjunction with UN to set up an independent
and impartial commission of inquiry to investigate and document the human
rights abuses perpetrated against the Mbororo Community and ensure end,of
impunity for perpetrators of violence against Mbororo. We further recommend
that perpetrators be .brought to justice and victims compensated

We urge follow-up regarding the communications sent to Cameroon from the
office ofthe UN Special Rapponeur.

7. We urge the Cameroon Covernment to invite the UN Special Rapporteur to visit
Cameroon for on the spot assessment of the situation of indigenous peoples in
Ca me roon.

8. We therefore humbly call on the Cameroonian Government to accelerate the
implementation of the UNDRIP and to sign and ratifi7 ILO Convention 169 for the
benefit of the lndigenous Peoples of Cameroon.

Thank you for your kind attentions.
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