d o C ip

OPENING STATEHENT BY CHIEF TED MOSES
GRAND COUNCIL fiF THE CREES OF QUEBEC
TO THE
JJOTH SESSION
OE THE UNITED NATIONS
UORKIh)G GROUP' OH IHDIGEMCiJS POPULATIOHS
20 JULY 1B92

Ort befial.f of tite &BGand Council of the Crees of Quebec: |
would 1ik& to oo*i3ratuilate th*3 mesmbetrs of the Uorl;ing
Qvoup on the commentorairion tf fhis Isisloric tenth

mesting « May | al©o exte'nd my congiratu.latioms o trne
Criairdian Of7) ther re elractiorl -as Ch.airm brj/ R3ppor Leur f;
the Uorklng Group e l1look 'Pot'ewldrd 210 yo«r corft irsyod

le.aider3hip.

On tl!>is oocssion ib is appfopriatie to t3ke a 'Pew moments
to commerit on the significance of the Working Group, and
the ifnp3f-?2t that it has had on the -advancenient and
protection of the rights of indigenous peoples
throughout the world,

Use have often stated that the abuse of this hus®an riah rd#
of the world's indigeiious peoples represents one of the
idoi>t conspicuous -and tragic, unrbsolved human righfc3

crises in the world » Houaver, in spite of this, the
pligtitt of tiie wor-lds .indlgenous petiples h-as 3oid*ahow
brought little response -from the international

comHunity - Thi3 is3l> h-a» been treated .as .ars flastsjric
problem, «@ f-act of history which Bn not be raeanirigfu lly

gclJdressed in th& present day -

There i», to s3y the 1least, a good deal rj-f racism
involved in this assessment, which is based on the view
i;hat indigenous peop le» re cullurally -and aoci3lly
inferior, too prim itive * for example, to understand the
conmept of tille, lacking the oapacity to govern

t Hem».e lves or to administer their owrs afPaire ~ 1n any
case, the argument goes, history can not oe corrected,
aj9d no redress is there fore possibie.

Xt was through these racist views that the »eizure and
occupation of indigenous lands, the isipianftslilon of
forsign State & and the relegation of indigenous people3

to titleless persons in their own territorless h s been
rationalized.. Somehow , it has been possible to Jlistify
tP’lth e ft rowm tbe i digE-nous peoples err tentira
continent , the murder of entire t»ibe», the genocide or
flfcf3p Li2g, .,

"he effect at the present time is <clear for alS to srse-"
the indigewoos pj oplss are i»de d the di3po.ssesssd ... c1-
. irest of: 7T!»3 poor- Arid ®ven i the mo > -edv.svin.r6 ivd



O.'/'-iopCHfi Suatei;, Clitic-hi v;m:v ri3 > tho iisil -perji,! ia
= pplde38 Hewv) lovwest incomes, the shortest life

e<pectancy, the most deficient housing, the poorestc
education, and thhe worst health.

Govz=rrwart policy , L\ St=teaft \here 1 wrdi.g=erou
P—pPlss it sSsE Fes mmpvi ve> Sdas lbeen i—-—mmcssl. o U ¢
FF 1tol plo of a s s i rm i1l a Tt i O m \

iNtegration and forced  dawsivmatcdradprasch st di gsveuss (oo K<<
wro refuse the offer of suomeEsrsion I thhe -aGaager

mmrCi ety !'res placed ud F— redgd. s of St<=fe xok=rrizi allf
Chmak i <ot oy or "tbet ™ TH P 3 bean thaee sB ragoaard
degal pratfcise im Caaexdka, Braz=il , ‘te- Unitaed States,

Soutih Africa, aia Australi a , jJus); to rosrtanm = fevw
||O:L|,|V\D r-1hy SwM fes~

Tho trusteeship laans purport o protect the indigennous
Ppesf dJess uxyikeE the @ idd-Hqiary truest o the Staiss,, Th s<t
1 8nm » hhaouenAir ,, henAfAFr teen >5¥Fed to dery the 1 rd gesaeurs
Peopl es iH iLr basic huayan right 53 il Puasrcren: <<|
freedors . uder ttes guise af protection ; asd h-ae ZZ=viid
i1 “=j_"factice, = legalize d= d=ft of indigenous lads,
3 Nd resources Thx trust relationship has biften u&tatd
abusively, deprivant the mmiligemhous peogpo] es of s r
119 b*rss, ad perpettiati rg their povertys>>

I tiss br-ief ly reviswed these facts, because it Iis In
ttiis context that the establishment of the Working Group
ar»> XnNndiganous Populations must k= evaluated, T Nndigenous
huryan rights abuses were largely neglected by the world
conmuni ty — Aitd the inNndi FfFerent or franki y exploitative
adai rustratirifis of States exercising jurisd iction over

i Ndi e ocoumm etcPAS3 and dagds, h&v« not in the past SO
vears t«i<ken iFxiti 3lives to reoogrii ze i:nte mights of the

Il Ot << pedpl e

e Uorking Gaoaoup gesrvw out of thhe NVaErtmne=—Cobo Report,
the Ffirst WMo rrecstangs organlized by the Intermnatiomnal
NCO GaOlUHnNIttee, 3ra the efforts of mafiea r«d of the Sublbo-
CGofia ssion an Prevention of Discrirminatiomnm ad
Proteot m=ery of H rori ti es. These amtues were robt diEEe1y
tTo be resol ved by Tt sdhnni stratia s olsarly i n
conflict of iNnterest betwsen their rigp aonsilibl dity to Lo

1 rdi joerious pecgolss, and the so——-€js! ded Nnational
interest;"1

Vst RS bDfian thhe effect of thhe Uorking Oougs? fis an

i1 d ocsFrasee—1 adkeru 1A tjghvs vneefssii b <« to dogarvees a very
HBrs tic clharaess FiflL1 3rnd fofPromses ind gergjs ceopldes
Jjr Fidhvw recogniied , inN practiss, 3s AEmbjects of

irnterrati os1 13 \WNs A1 1s Bescaomrg mnMoes cd Fficull for
States to clairmm thhat iIindigerous rights issues ares pxdr gy
|l oEsstic™ to ? resolved irnntermaldiy uder rmunicipal daarv,
Jd cldlilfm U ioh vy wesed to disooaaracge i Nderrstic rira
actiao to r<soive irdgogeaous Fha B riigats- dadj e3—

WO very fTact of -_ e<istsncs or ta Waki j'ig Sraugpo =i
fped to Fstaf=tish thiis = i p I N Hydit la, the



Urrr Bi ng Qroup habi eroour-ja3ed action ta rtwoonl”™e allc3
pi"otesct inikige'lous peojles throu*hout the Unlted Hakioiw
8v»tem. tiius isupportirg tht p®*inciplo of Iindi9©nou»
Peoplesi » &ub jectss of international law -

The mzin task, so filrT o0l” tbB«x Working Giroup has Ik7@an th<s
elaboration ofl drafl, standards for the protec tion of
indigenous peoples. This work, directly under the
responsabil ity of the Chairman/Rapporteur, Dr « Erica-~
Irene Daes,, has alr«ady h3dth ect ofl identx fy Lng

key 1iIssues, the essential or obligatory standards th,at
all States and peopl_es alre expected to respect, even

wi fchout floir--al and Tfinal appXoval oI a Univers«l
Declaratiort by the United Hations.

In other words, the process itself5 has had a positive
effect- And forward—Ilooking States -are not waiting for
the? Universal Declaration to be proclaimed, beforp
impiementing the concepts that are supported by broad
consensus here.

It is very important to riots, however, thsafc thes mandate
of the Working Group 1is not limited to the: standard
sfstting work. The Working Group 1is also responsible for
B3 review of current developments with a vit:w towards the-*
overall int¢Tiresit of the United H&tions 1in the
preservation of world peace, and the protection and
promotion of human rights under the Charter, the
Covenants, and the other international human rights
instruments- X would 1like to point out the very
important role? the Working Group plays in this regard.

There 1is no other world body th”st is empowered or has
the capacity to hear the 1issues we have hoard here
during the? last nine sessions. For example, the
Chairman/Rapporteur, in her personal capacity, has bean
able to respond to a number of the* concerns voiced hare,
and her interventions have had enormous humanitarian
value, have brought aid, and have helped to resolve
serious problems- Furthermore, certain matters have;
been referred to .the Sub-Commias.ion, where the? attention
and interest of that body has served to prevent or stop
human rights abuses.

T need only refer to the oversight the Working Grpup and
the Sub-Commission gave to the Oka/Kanasatake/Kahnawake
situation two years ago in Quebec, Canada. I and many
others certainly believe that the concern and intprest
shown here for the protection of indigenous rights 1in
Canada, saved the lives of some of our people, and 1
want to express my deepest gratitude for that
intervention.

dther work remains to be done. The study on treaties
between 1indigenous peoples and States, which the Grand
Council of the Crees did so much to promote and support,

must be carefully and faithfully completed- We 1look
forward to the report by the Special Rapporteur Prof.
Miguel Alphonse Martinez, on this critical 1issue- It is

important that the United Nations recognize the



-inviolability of their-e sacred .ugrefiments between
sovereign peoples and States.

Finally, it is clear to everyone who has been i1involved
in this process, that very little would have been
possible without the leadership and courage ofl Dr .
Erica-lrene Daes- It is people and not organizations
that make the difference; and Dr. Daes has literally
dedicated her life to the work of defending the rights
of the 1i1ndigenou» peoples_ This extends Ffar beyond the
Dorking Group- I respuct her determination,- her
intelligence, and her love; but we had to wait 500 years
"for her to come along.

In spite of all this, there are some who now say that
the mandate of the Working Group has reached i1ts useful
end- My answer, iIs that the true mandate of the Working
Group 1is about to begin. The Working Group should be
granted recognition a» a senior United Nations body, and
the protection of the rights of iIindigenous proples
certainly disserves its rightful place on the agenda of
the Commission on Human Rights. We must not allow
indigenous peoples to be shut out of the United Nations -
The issues l1oom larger, and there now appears to be some
international political determination to resolve
indigenous rights problems- We must sieze the moment-CH



