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0  rt b  e  fi a  I. f  o  f  t  it  e  & Gr a n d  C o u n c i l  o f  t h e  C r e e s  o f  Qu e b e c : I  
w o u  .1 d  1 i  k  & t  o  o o  *i 3  r  a  t  ui I a  t  e  t  h  *3 m es m b et r  s  o  f  t  h  es U o  r  !j:; i  n  g
Q v o  u  p  o n  t h e  c o  m m e  nt o  r  a  ir i  o  n  t> f  -fc h  i s  I s i  s  1: o  r  i  c  t  e  n  t h  
m e  s  t  i  n  g  « M a  y  I  a  I  © o  e  x  t  e  'n d  n» y  c o  n  g  ir a  t  u  .1 .a t  i  o  r» s  -fc o  t  r n e
C r i a  i  r  si'ii a  n  O ï ) :h e  r  r  e  e  1 ra c  t  i  o  r l -a s  C h  .a i  r m  .b r¡ /  R .3 p  p  o  r  1; e  u  r  f ; 
t h e  U o  r  k: .1 n  g  G r  o  u  p  J«J e  1 o  o  k  'P o  t '  e  w .3 r  d  1" o  y  o  «.j r  c  o  r ¡1 t  i  rs ». j  o  d
1 e  . a id e r  3  h i  p  .

O n  t  ! '> i  s  o  o  c  -si s  ;i o  n  i  b i  s  a  p  p  -¡r’ o  p  r  i  a  t; e  t  o  t  .3 k  e  a  'P e  .w m o  m e  n  t: s=. 
t o  c o m  m e  r i t  o n  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  W o r k i n g  G r o u p „ a n d  
t h e  i  fn p 3 f-? t t h a t  i t  h a s  h a d  o n  t h e  - a d v a n c e n i e n t  a n d  
p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s  
t h r o u g h o  u t  t h  e  w o  r I d ,

U5e h a v e  o f t e n  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  a b u s e  o f  t h i s  h u s ^ a n  r  i  a h  r •■"• 
o f  t h e  w o r l d ' s  i n d i g e i i o u s  p e o p l e s  r e p r e s e n t s  o n e  o f  t h e  
id o  i'> t  c  o  n s  p  i  c  u  o  u s  -an  d  t  r a g i c ,  u  n  r  b  s  o  1 v  e  d  h  u  m a  n  r  i  g  h  fc 3  
c r i s e s  i n  t h e  w o r l d  » H o u a v e r ,  i n  s p i t e  o f  t h  i s ,  t h e
p  I  i  g  tî t; o  f  t  i"i e  up o  r~ I d s  .i n  d  I  g  e  n  o  u  s  p  e  ti p  1 e  s  h  -a s  3  o  if» *a h  o  w 
b r o u g h t  l i t t l e  r e s p o n s e  - f r o m  t h e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
c  o  m Hi u  n  i  t  y  - T h  i  3  i  s  3  l> e  h-a »  b  er e  n  t  r  e  a  t  e  d  .a s  .a rs f 1 à s  t  s;j r  i  c  
p r o b l e m ,  «a f  -a c  t  o  f  h  i  s t o r y  w h  i  c  h  <3 n  n  o  t  b e  r a e a n i r i g f u  .1 1 y  
e* cJ d  r  e s s e d  i  n  t  h  & p  r  e  s  e n t  d  a  y  -

T h e r e  i » ,  t o  s 3  y  t h e  1 e a s t ,  a  g o o d  d e a l  rj-f r a c i s m 
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h i s  a s s e s s m e n t ,  w h i c h  i s  b a s e d  o n  t h e  v i e w  
i; h  a  t  i  n  d  i  g  e  n  o  u  s  p e o p  1 e  »  r  e  c  u  1 1  u  r  a  1 1  y  -a n  d  a  o  c  i  3 1 1  y  
i n f e r i o r , t o o  p r i m i t i v e  * f o r  e x a m p l e ,  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
c o n  nr;: e p t  o  f  t  i  1 1 e  ,  l a c k i n g  t h e  o  a p a  c  i  t  y  t o  g  o  v e r  n  
t  H e  m ». e  1 v  e  s  o  r  t  o  a  d  m i  n  i  s  t  e  r  t  h  e  i  r  o  w rs a  f  ’P a  i  r  e  ~ 1 n  a  n  y  
c a s e , t h e  a r g u m e n t  g o e s ,  h i s t o r y  c a n  n o t  o e  c o r r e c t e d ,  
a  j •* d  n  o  r  e  d  r  e  s  s  i  s  t  h  e r e  f  o  r e  p  o  s  s  i b i e .

X t  w a  s  t  h  r  o  u  g  h  t  h e s e  r  a  c  i  s  t  v  i  e  w s  t  h  a  t  t  h  e  »  e  i  z  u  r  e; a  n  d
o  c  c  u  p  a  t  i  o  n  o f  i n d i g e n o u s  l a n d s  ,  t  h  e  i s i p i  a  n  fc s  1 1 o  n  o  f  
f  o  r  s i g n  S  t a t e  ë  a n d  t h e  r e l e g  a  t  i  o n  o f  i  n  d  i  g  e  n  o  u  s  p  e  o  p  1 e  3
t  o  t i t l e l e s s  p e r s o n s  i  n  t h e i r  o  w n  t  e r r  i  t  o r  l e s s  h  s  b e e n  
r a t i o n a l i z e d . .  S o m e h o w  ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  p o s s i b l e  t o  J  l.ï s  t  i  f  y  
t  !" s t h e f t  r  o  ;vs t  b  e  i  d i g E - n o u s  p e o p l e s  e r r  t  • n  t  i  r  -a- 
c  o  n  t  i  n  e  n  t  ,  t h e  m u r d e r  o f  e n  t  i  r  e  t  »- i  b  e  »  ,  t  h  e  g e n o c i d e  o  r
f I fc f.3 p  1 i2 {;, „

'! h e  e f f e c t  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  i s  c l e a r  f o r  a  .1 .S. t o  s r s e - ”
t  h e  i  n  d  i  g  e  r« o  o  s  p¡ o p l s s  a  r  e  i  » ï d  e  d  t  h  e  d  i  3  p  o  .s s e s s s d ... .. c 1 ' -
• i r  e  s  t  o  f : î ! '» «3 p o o r -  A ri d  ■'= v  e  n  i  t  h  e  rrs o  .> t  - • d  v  .-s v-i n  .r ó  i v d



O . ' / ' - i o p C f i  S u a t e í ; ,  C î i î ï c - h i  v; :m  : v r i  3  > t h o  í í s í  Î  - p e r j í , !  i a
p i; p 1 e; :3 H -:'-!: v c ?   lowest incomes, the shortest life 

expectancy, the most deficient housing, the poorest 
education, and the worst health.

G o v ;-;:r n rn tí n t policy , i. vi i-í • S t -a t e:r ft where i vi d i .ge nou
p t .- p I s s t : í' ï i  ' i t i  'r s í_ ( e î- es :■> u ¡r- v i v e » 51 «i s been í • ■ ív ; c: s :1 o n ü ( a  
j::* t  i tí o i p 1 o o f a s s i m i l a t i o n ,  
integration and forced abandonment of indigenous identity t. d i g s- v» o u s p rj g p i ¡rv « 
who refuse the offer of submersion Ir» the l-carger 
■ s  r; c i e t y - ,  z *  r es p 1 ai c e d u n d r- r e g i. ïo es s; o f St<> -fc e p r ' o fc e ï.' i; i a 11 . f  
Ol-■ -s* *" ü i -a t» t> H i p », o r "t r- l» e» t ̂ T H i r? ha 3  b een th «• s -fc 3  n c.î a r d 
1 égal pratîfcise in Canada , Brazil  , 'the- United States , 
South Africa, aricî Australi a , jus); to roenticm <a few 
il o 1; í ï w o r-1 'h y S iv 3  -fc e s ~

Tho trusteeship laws purport ir o protect the indigenous 
p es a  f  1 e s* un d e r  t h e r  i d u 1;- i a r y t r u»t o 'P t h e S î; a i;: s „ T h s «t 
I <3 m ,» h o u e. v- fí r „ h a v- f-ï t.? e e n 1.» ï* e d t o d e n y t h e i n d i g e r» o u s 
P  e  o p I  e: s i; h &  i. r basic human right -5. 3  n d  f* u n d ** m e n i :  « I 
freedoms . under thes g u i s e  crf protection ; arsd h •ave .?3e?rv*;íd, 
.i ‘ :• ¡.'factice, fcc legalize theí theft of indigenous lands,
3  n d resources. T h « trust relationship has b ñí? e n u & tî d 
abusively, depriwint) the inili.genous peop] es of thfsi r 
i -tí1:*..! b*:ss, and perpettiati ncj their' poverty»

I t» ~-i ‘s s b r- i. e; f  1 y r e v i. s w. e d t h ese facts, bec a use i t is i n 
ttiis context that the establishment of the Working Group 
or» Xndiganous Populations must be- evaluated, Î ndigenous 
human rights abuses were largely neglected by the world 
c o m m u n i t y - A it d th e i n d i f f e r e n t o r f r a n k i  y exploi t :a t i. v e 
adai rústratirifis of States exercising jurisd iction over 
i n d i £ .j e o o u «■ pet c* p 1 es 3  ai n d 1 a rj d s , h & v « n o t i n t he p a s t S O O 
y «s a r s t « i< e n i. -n i t i .31 i v e s. t o r e o o g ri i -z e i: 'ru e ■ r i g h t s o f t h e 
.1 r» d i :g e? n o u  «. p e ch p I e © -

fhe> Uorking Group gresw out of the Martinez-Cobo Report, 
the first two meetings organized by the International 
N C'; O C o lUHîitte e , .31 n ci t h e efforts of meifi fa e  r «1 o f t he Su b - 
Coftioi ssion on Prevention of Discrimination and 
P rote o t :> on o f H i n or i t i es . T h e s e a to u » es we r e n o t 1 i Je e .1 y 
t o b e r e s o I v e d b y 31 ̂  t © st d m i n i sí t r a t i o n s o Isa r 1 y i n 
conflict of interest b etws e n t h e i r r is p o ns:ib i, .1 i. t y t o i; h o 
i n d i ¡g e ri o u s p e o p 1 s s , an d t h e s o — cjs! 1 ed national 
interest;'1 _

yts-Yit h-?.íí5 bífíem the effect of the Uorking Group? fis an 
i n  d i o s r-' '-J u ;e> 1 -a d e ru .1 tii ¿i v s to e e: f -s s í  b i « t o o b a, ta. r v er ,a v e- r y 
i';i r -is t i c c h a n a <:ï ,. F i f13 1 -3 n d f o r f? ¡no ■:=> t s in d i g e n o j.jís peo p 1 e s 
j ¡r ? ¡ i.i w r e c ogniied , i n p r actiss, .3 s ïs u b jec t s o f 
i n t er na t i o n -3 1 13  w -, 11 i s t» «s c o m i n g mo r és d i f f i. c u 11 for 
States to claim that indigenous rights issues aire; p r_j r ¡e; i y 
d  o «is is -ss t i c * to ht? resolved i nterna 1 i y under municipal 1 aw , 
,,'f t c 1 1 :i íí'i i.,í h  i o .h w 3  3  u sed to dis o o u r age i n 1: e- r n stic r ¡ ~a i  
act i o n t o r « s o i v e i n d i genous h u -b n r i. g h¡ t s- -a b 1. j e 3 -

Ti!'(O very fact of • ■ ¡-- existsncs or tha Work i ¡'íg Srcup ha:i 
X p e d t o ¡r-? s t a f > i. i sh th i í s p> r' i  rtc, i p 1 r--- I n .5) rj dit I on, the



U r> r le i  n g Q r  o u p h» a 5. e rs o o ur- .¡a 3 e d a c t io  n t  a r  t;v c o o n 1 ̂  e a 11 c3
pi" o t es c: t i n id i g e ’.1 o u s p e o  ¡p 1 e s t h r o u *j h o U  t t h e U n 1t ed H a I;: i o in t?

8 v » t e m .1. t i i u s is u p p o r t i r* g t  h t? p *’ i  n c i  p 1 o o f  i n d i 9 © n o u »
P e o p I e s i  » & u b j e c t ss o f i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l a w  -
T h e m 3 i n t a s k ,, s o  f <3 r T o 1’ t I'» « W o 1r k i n g  Giro u p h a s Its * 7 «a n t h <3 
e l a b o r a t i o n  o f! d r a f 1; s t a n d a r d s  f o r t h e p r o t e c ti on of 
i ndi g e n o u s  p e o p l e s .  T h i s  wor k ,  d i r e c t l y  u n d e r  t h e  
re s po n s a b il ity of t h e  Cha irma n / R a p p o r t e u r , Dr « E r i c a  ~
Irene Daes „ has a 1 r« «n dy h 3 dth   e c t of1 identx f y i. n g 
key issues, the essential or obligatory standards th,at 
all States and peopl.es aire expected to respect, even 
wi fchout f 1 oir-ma 1 and f inal app1 roval o 1' a Univers« 1 
Declaratio rt b y t h e Un i t ed H a tions.

In o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  p r o c e s s  itself5 h a s  h a d  a p o s i t i v e
e f f e c t -  A n d  f o r w a r d --l o o k i n g  S t a t e s  -are n o t  w a i t i n g  for
the? U n i v e r s a l  D e c l a r a t i o n  to b e  p r o c l a i m e d ,  b e f o r p  
i m p i e m e n t i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t s  t h a t  a r e  s u p p o r t e d  by b r o a d  
c o n s e n s u s  h e r e .

It is v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  to riots, h o w e v e r ,  thsafc thes m a n d a t e  
of t h e  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  is n o t  l i m i t e d  to the: s t a n d a r d  
sfstting w o r k .  T h e  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  is a l s o  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  
¿3 r e v i e w  of c u r r e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  w i t h  a vit:w t o w a r d s  the-* 
o v e r a l l  intçîresit of t h e  U n i t e d  H â t i o n s  in th e  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  of w o r l d  p e a c e ,  a n d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  
p r o m o t i o n  of h u m a n  r i g h t s  u n d e r  t h e  C h a r t e r ,  the 
C o v e n a n t s ,  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  h u m a n  r i g h t s  
i n s t r u m e n t s -  X w o u l d  l i k e  to p o i n t  o u t  t h e  v e r y  
i m p o r t a n t  role? t h e  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  p l a y s  in t h i s  r e g a r d .

T h e r e  is no o t h e r  w o r l d  b o d y  th^st is e m p o w e r e d  or h a s  
t h e  c a p a c i t y  to h e a r  t h e  i s s u e s  we h a v e  h o a r d  h e r e  
d u r i n g  the-? l a s t  n i n e  s e s s i o n s .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  
C h a i r m a n / R a p p o r t e u r ,  in h e r  p e r s o n a l  c a p a c i t y ,  h a s  b e a n  
a b l e  to r e s p o n d  to a n u m b e r  of the* c o n c e r n s  v o i c e d  h a r e ,  
a n d  her i n t e r v e n t i o n s  h a v e  h a d  e n o r m o u s  h u m a n i t a r i a n  
v a l u e ,  h a v e  b r o u g h t  aid, a n d  h a v e  h e l p e d  to r e s o l v e  
s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m s -  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  c e r t a i n  m a t t e r s  have; 
b e e n  r e f e r r e d  to .the Sub-Commias.ion, w h e r e  the? a t t e n t i o n  
a n d  i n t e r e s t  of t h a t  b o d y  h a s  s e r v e d  to p r e v e n t  or s t o p  
h u m a n  r i g h t s  a b u s e s .

T n e e d  o n l y  r e f e r  to t h e  o v e r s i g h t  t h e  W o r k i n g  G r p u p  a n d  
t h e  S u b — C o m m i s s i on g a v e  to t h e  O k a / K a n a s a t a k e / K a h n a w a k e  
s i t u a t i o n  t w o  y e a r s  a g o  in Q u e b e c , C a n a d a .  I a n d  m a n y  
o t h e r s  c e r t a i n l y  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  c o n c e r n  a n d  i n t p r e s t  
s h o w n  h e r e  f o r  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  of i n d i g e n o u s  r i g h t s  in 
C a n a d a ,  s a v e d  t h e  l i v e s  of s o m e  of o u r  p e o p l e ,  a n d  1 
w a n t  to e x p r e s s  my d e e p e s t  g r a t i t u d e  f o r  t h a t  
i n t e r v e n t i o n .

d t h e r  w o r k  r e m a i n s  to b e  d o n e .  T h e  s t u d y  o n  t r e a t i e s  
b e t w e e n  i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s  a n d  S t a t e s ,  w h i c h  t h e  G r a n d  
C o u n c i l  of t h e  C r e e s  d i d  so m u c h  to p r o m o t e  a n d  support, 
m u s t  be c a r e f u l l y  a n d  f a i t h f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d -  W e  look 
f o r w a r d  to t h e  r e p o r t  b y  t h e  S p e c i a l  R a p p o r t e u r  P r o f .  
M i g u e l  A l p h o n s e  M a r t i n e z ,  on t h i s  c r i t i c a l  i s s u e -  It i s 
i m p o r t a n t  t h a t  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  r e c o g n i z e  th e



.inviolability of their-e sacred .ügrefîments between 

sovereign peoples and States.

Finally, it is clear to everyone who has been involved 
in this process, that very little would have been 
possible without the leadership and cour age of1 Dr .
Erica-Irene Daes- It is people and not organizations 
that make the difference; and Dr. Daes has literally 
dedicated her life to the work of defending the rights 
of the i nd igenou» peoples_ This extends far beyond the 
Dorking Group- I respuct her determination,- her 
intelligence, and her love; but we had to wait 500 years 
'for her to come along.

In spite of all this, there are some who now say that 
the mandate of the Working Group has reached its useful 
end- My answer, is that the true mandate of the Working 
Group is about to begin. The Working Group should be 
granted recognition a» a senior United Nations body, and 
the protection of the rights of indigenous proples 
certainly disserves its rightful place on the agenda of 
the Commission on Human Rights. We must not allow 
indigenous peoples to be shut out of the United Nations - 
The issues loom larger, and there now appears to be some 
international political determination to resolve 
indigenous rights problems- We must sieze the moment-CH


