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Mr. Cha i rman 
Dis t inguished Delega tes , 

Nepal is c o m m i t t e d to the d e v e l o p m e n t and wel fare of e thnic and ind igenous 
people . W e at tach g rea t s ignif icance to the w o r k o f the P e r m a n e n t F o r u m on Ind igenous 
Issues The F o r u m and its r e commenda t i ons , as e m a n a t e d from its first sess ion, have been 
ins t rumental in ra is ing awarenes s and uplift ing thei r s ta tus wor ldwide by pro tec t ing the 
rights and p romot ing the deve lopmen t o f e thnic and i n d i g e n o u s commun i t i e s . 

W e take i m m e n s e pride that Nepa l is a rich ga rden o f different ethnic g r o u p s , 
l anguages , re l igions and cul tures . W e be l ieve that the deve lopmen t o f all g r o u p s is crucial 
for fostering a peaceful, p r o s p e r o u s and ha rmon ious society. In v iew o f th is , Nepa l has 
t aken a number o f general and specific measu re s t o safeguard the interes ts o f var ious 
e thnic and ind igenous people and to p r o m o t e their p rogress . 

T h e Const i tu t ion of the K i n g d o m of Nepa l , 1990, prohibi ts d i sc r imina t ion on the 
g r o u n d s o f religion, race, sex, caste o r ideological conv ic t ion . Each c o m m u n i t y has the 
right to conserve and p r o m o t e its l anguage , script and cul ture . Eve ryone h a s the freedom 
to prac t ice his o r her t radi t ional rel igion. W e h a v e a mul t ipa r ty sys tem o f d e m o c r a c y that 
offers space for all to par t ic ipate in the poiit ical p rocess . It also gives r o o m to insti tute 
special measures to p romote and protect the interest o f w o m e n , children, the aged, or 
economica l ly , social ly and educat ional ly d i sadvan taged g r o u p s . 

Laws, pol icies and s t rategies have been put in p lace to i m p l e m e n t these 
const i tut ional measures as well as internat ional a g r e e m e n t s to which Nepa l is a party. W e 
have enacted the Ind igenous /Ethnic A d v a n c e m e n t Nat ional Founda t ion Ac t in 2001 to 
p r o m o t e and advance Social, educat ional , e c o n o m i c and cul tural interests o f the target 
g r o u p s and to bring them to national ma ins t r eam A counci l headed by the P r i m e Minis te r 
and hav ing representa t ives from each o f the 59 e thn ic and ind igenous g r o u p s will gu ide 
the w o r k of the Foundat ion . 

P rog rams w e r e implemen ted unde r the 9 t h p lan for the advancemen t o f e thnic and 
ind igenous g roups and the 10 1 1 1 plan has con t inued and s t rengthened t h o s e p rograms . 
P rov id ing educat ional oppor tuni t ies , heal th services , acces s to credit as wel l as en su r ing 
the protect ion of t radi t ional k n o w l e d g e and skil ls and p romot ion o f useful skills for 
e m p l o y m e n t have rece ived priority in g o v e r n m e n t p rograms . T h e G o v e r n m e n t has m a d e 
provis ions for free educat ion up to the p r imary level, for free t e x t b o o k s for the 
d i sadvan taged g r o u p s and girls , and for scholarsh ips to s tudents from i n d i g e n o u s and 
e thnic g r o u p s up to higher s tudies . 
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At a time when the Government has been doing its best to develop the country 
and bring the basic services to people, the violent insurgency over the last six years has 
caused t remendous loss of life, property and infrastructure. The Government has the 
obligation to protect people 's lives, freedoms, property and public infrastructure It is 
unfortunate that one of the N G O delegates speaking in this forum characterized the 
Gove rnmen t ' s efforts to prevent violence and provide security to people in a prejudicial 
and incorrect manner. 

Mv delegation reiterates the foil commitment of His Majesty 's Government of 
Nepal to protect human rights and fundamental freedoms of all people, including from 
ethnic and indigenous groups. W e call on the international communi ty to help our efforts. 

Thank you for your kind attention. 


