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STATEMENT BY THE
ABORIGINAL AND TORRES STRAIT ISLANDER LEGAL SERVICES SECRETARIAT
Australia

Further Statement of NAILSS on the mandate and work of a
permanent forum for Indigenocus peoples

The National Aboriginal and Islander Legal Services Secretariat

(NAILSS) desires to propose that the permanent forum for
Indigenous Peoples might adopt, as part of its early work, the
develcpment of coherent internaticnal standard setting

instruments for the United Nations to consider and perhaps adopt
in relation to the treatment and rights of Indigenous Peoples.

The work already under way in the Commission on Human Rights
open-ended working group for the further elaboration of the text
of the Draft Declaration on the Rights of Indigenocus Pecples
might be more readly assisted and progressed through the early
establishemnt of a permanent forum for Indigenous Peoples where
the draft declaration cculd be further studied and improved upon
as soon as it is adopted by the United Nations system at CHR
level and higher.

NAILSS has already proposed to a number of internatiocnal bodies
and to several agencies within the UN system, the introduction
of posible new standard setting instruments to deal with the
questions and issues arising from contact and conflict between
Indigenous Peoples and the criminal justice system.

It can not be ignored that the primary source of many of the
problems faced by Indigenous Peoples around the world, is the
impact of the criminal justice system ( often wvery alien or
complex in nature)} for those very pecples. Their own cultural
belief or traditional justice systems are vrapidly Dbeing
undermined or destoyed by the tidal wave of the criminal Jjustice
system imposed by ocutside authorities.

Indigencus peoples often face death or leng terms of
imprisonment because o©f c¢riminal justice systems that are faxr
too complex for some non-indigenous people to understand or
where the criminal justice systems are simply not structured to
understand or are not capable of incorporating an cpportunity to

understand the value and belief system of Indigencus Peoples and
their clutures.



