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it had largely completed its work and we were now looking at a possible new body to advance 
indigenous interests in the UN context. 

For reasons of function, efficiency, focus, and effective utilisation of resources, Australia 
would not be in a position to accept the establishment of a permanent forum without some 
decision on the future of the WGIP. The possibility of some sort of transition mechanism 
could be looked at but, basically, one body would have to replace the other. 

It follows from this that Australia believes that any Permanent Forum would have to be 
budget neutral. We agree with those who have said that this funding should continue to come 
from the regular budget of the UN and that voluntary contributions should also be allowed. 
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NOTE FOR SECRETARIAT REPORT 

- AUSTRALIAN INTERVENTION ON WGIP AND FINANCE - 4û 

Australia noted that, for many years, the WGIP had fulfilled an important function. However, h~ 


