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» Community education projects about Indigenous peoples rights and the UN
Declaration — for example, as conducted by the New Zealand Commission;

» Translation of the UN Declaration into Indigenous languages — such as by the
Commissions in Thailand and New Zealand;

s Assessment of policy and proposals against the standards in the UN Declaration,

' including through submissions to parliamentary committees and interventions in court

proceedings to put a human rights perspective, o

» Compilaint handling processes for dealing with discrimination against Indigenous co
peoples; and ' .

¢ Partnerships with civil society and NGOs to promote awareness of the nghts of 1+ 7
Indigenous peoples. : .

What the survey of national institutions also revealed is a clear need for technical assistance
to provide national institutions with the tools to promote widespread awareness of the
Declaration and to increase the skills of national institutions in utilising the UN Declaration.

As an example, the Provedoria for Human Rights and Justice of Timor Leste states in its
response to the survey that they ‘require training and the assistance of an expert of the
rights of Indigenous People to better understand the Declaration and to better assist us in
promoting the implementation of the Declaration domestically’.

The Asia-Pacific Forum of National Human Rights Institutions held its annual general :
meeting last week. The record of decisions of the Forum Councillor meeting held on the 3rd v
and 4th August 2009, includes the following statement at paragraph 13: :

Noted that the (results of the survey of member's activities in relation to Indigenous '
peoples and the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Pecples) identified a
variable level of activities among APF members and a strong desire for technical .
cooperation and educative tools to assist members to be able to implement the UN Y.
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples at the national level. The APF agreed
to work in partnership with APF members, particutarly those with dedicated programs on
Indigenous issues, to develop a toolkit for NHRis on understanding and implementing
the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples as part of its program for 09-10.

Madame Chair, we recommend to the Expert Mechanism that;

« the Expert Mechanism note the important role of national human rights institutions in
protecting and promoting the rights of Indigenous peoples at the national level and in
implementing the UN Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples;

+ call on States to establish national institutions that comply with the Paris Principles as
set out in General Assembly Resolution 48/134 of 1993 and for them to ensure that
they have specific roles and activities to promote and protect the rights of Indigenous
peoples; and

» Call on the United Nations to work with the International Coordinating Committee of

' National Human Rights Institutions and regional organisations of National human
rights institutions, such as the Asia-Pacific Forum of NHRIs, in developing educative . ;
tools and conducting technical assistance programs on the rights of Indigenous -
peoples and the UN Declaration, in light of the importance of these organisations in
protecting the rights of Indigenous peoples at the national‘ level.

Thank you.



