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On Apnl §, 2008 the Heuse of Commons adopied a motion endorsing the Declaration
and calling on Parliament and the Government of Canada to “fully implement the
standards contained therein.”

Coinciding with the release of the Open Letter. a coalition of Indigenous pcoples’
organizations and human rights groups in Canada stated, “The UN Declaration is an
essential, universal human rights standard that is urgently needed to inspire and guide
states and public institutions to address the marginalization and discrimination faced by
Indigenous peoples around the world. We hope that with the release of this carefully
considered and reasoned interpretation backed by so many Canadian legal scholars and
experts, it will be apparent to everyone that the Government of Canada has no excuse to
continue to flout world epinion and the will of Parliament by opposing this Declaration,”

For further information, pleasc contact :

Daniel Wilson

Special Advisor / Conseiiler spécial
Assembly of First Nations / Assemblée
des Premiéres Nations

T: 613.241.6789 #220

Craig Benjamin

Campaigner for the Human Rights of
Indigenous Peoples

Amnesty International Canada

T: 613.744.7667 =235
cbenjami@amnesty.ca

Béatrice Vaugrante

Directrice génerale et militante
Amnistie Internationale Canada
T:514.766.9766 =224

brvaueranfoedanusiic.ca

Jennifer Preston

Canadian Friends Service Committee
{Quakers)

T:416.920.5213

Stephen Hendric
Senior Communications Officer
Inuit Tapiriit Kanatami

Cell: 613-277-3178
hendrie@itk.ca

Ed Bianchi

Indigenous Rights Program Coordinator
/ Coordonnateur, Programme relatif aux
droits des Autochtones

KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical Justice
Initiatives / Initiatives canadiennes
cccumeéniques pour la justice

T: 613.235-993¢
ebianchi@kairoscanada.org

Joshua Kirkey,
Team Lead of Communications and
Education

Native Women's Association of Canada/
Association des Fermmmes Autochtones du

Canada
T: 613.722.3033 ¢cxt. 231
Cell: 613.290.5680

Rod Jacobs
Media Coordinator,

Native Women's Association of Canada/
Association des Femmes Autochtones du

Canada
T: 613.722.3033, ext. 259
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