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Recommendations for discussion of the creation ohaexpert body
on the rights of Indigenous peoples for the Human ghts Council

Suggested preambular paragraphs for draft resolutia:

PP1Bearing in mind paragraph 6 of the General Assembly resolutio@®Dbf 15 March 2006,
which calls for the Human Rights Council to “assumnesiew and, where necessary, improve and
rationalize all mandates, mechanisms, functionsragplonsibilities of the Commission on Human
Rights in order to maintain a system of speciatpduresexpert adviceand a complaint
procedure”,

PP2Recalling that the Human Rights Council institution-builditext 18 June 2007 stated that the
“Council will decide at its sixth session (Firsss®n of its Second Cycle) on the mappropriate
mechanisms to continue the work of the Working Grop on Indigenous Populations”,

PP3Recalling that at its sixty-first session, tli&eneral Assembly adopted the United Nations
Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples establishinigpfmum standards for the survival,
dignity and well-being of the indigenous peopleshaf world.”,

PP4Emphasizing that the human rights of Indigenous peoples dexaat to almost alnandates
of the Human Rights Counciland require special attention, expertise and Imsidue to the
urgency and complexity of the situation facing indjenous peoplesvorldwide,

PP5Acknowledging the important work completed by the Working Grauplndigenous
Populations.

Mandate:
The Human Rights Council:
1. Decides to establish an Expert Body on the Rightedigenous Peoples:

a) to provide the Council with expert advice on Indigas peoples’ and individuals’
human rights issues in relation to all the Cousaitandates,

b) to identify the best means to implement, develapmainstream international
standards that promote and protect the human rafhisligenous peoples;

c) to undertake studies pertaining indigenous pedplesan rights at the request of the
Council. Member states and Indigenous groups gorgdent statements/case
studies/papers on various best practices carrietbauard the realization of the
human rights of Indigenous peoples;

d) to cooperate, with a view to complement, with otteéevant mechanisms on the
rights of Indigenous peoples, including the Permaf®rum on Indigenous Issues,
the Special Rapporteur on the situation of humgintsiand fundamental freedoms of
Indigenous people and other relevant special proesdthe Human Rights Council
Advisory Committee, the Treaty Bodies, the Offi¢glee High Commissioner for
Human Rights, and national, regional human righgsitutions and institutions of
Indigenous peoples;
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Placement within the UN system:

The Expert Body should be placed directly underHibenan Rights Council and report annually to
the Human Rights Council on its work. Furthesshbuld provide advice to the Special Rapporteur
on the situation of human rights and fundament¢doms of Indigenous people, the Permanent
Forum on Indigenous Issues, and the Expert Advi€anmymittee.

Composition:

The Expert Body on the Rights of Indigenous Peoplesld consist of six members, including a
representative of the Human Rights Council Advis@ymmittee, the Chair of the Permanent
Forum on Indigenous Issues or a member of the RemmbiaForum designated by the Chair, the
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights fundamental freedoms of indigenous people,
and three Indigenous experts to be nominated fatigwthe same model as that of the Special
Procedures.

Terms of the members:

The Indigenous experts would serve for a periodhoée years. They would be eligible for re-
election once. The Chair of the Permanent Fortwa,Special Rapporteur and the member of the
Advisory Committee would serve as long as they hioddr respective positions.

Organization of work:
The Expert Body on the Rights of Indigenous Peogtesild determine its own methods of work.

The Expert Body would hold an annual meeting tal fies¢o the work of the Council related to
Indigenous peoples rights. The Expert Body couso arganize panel discussions during the
sessions of the Council for an exchange of viewanding the human rights of indigenous peoples
under Agenda Item #3 of the Human Rights Council.

Participation:

Member States, United Nations bodies and orgartsr-governmental organizations and non-
governmental organizations in consultative statith whe Economic and Social Council could
participate as observers; organizations of indigesmeeople could equally participate as observers in
accordance with the procedures that have beeneapiplithe UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous
Issues.

Signatories to the documeriRécommendations for discussion of the creation ohaexpert

bodyon the rights of Indigenous peoples for the Huan Rights Council”

Organisation

Organizacion Indigena Kus —Kura Sociedad Civil st@drica
Centro de Cooperacion Indigena (CECOIN), Colombia
Saami Council
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Indigenous Peoples from Africa Coordinating Comest{IPACC)

Tin Hinan/ (IPACC), Burkina Faso

Servicios del Pueblo Mixe (Mexico)

Centro de Asistencia Legal para los Pueblos In@gigé6EALP)- Panama
Centro de Educacién Ngobe-Bugle, Panaméa

Comisioén de Juristas Indigenas, Argentina

Grand Council of the Crees

Na Koa Ikaika Kalahui Hawaii /Indigenous World Asgdion

Mainyoto Pastoralists Integrated Development Oggtion (MPIDO), Kenya
Cordillera Peoples Alliance (Philippines)

Tebtebba Fundation (Philippines)

Asian Indigenous Peoples Pact (AIPP)



