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Agenda 6: Half day discussion on the Pacific
April 23, 2008
Pacific caucus statement presented by Malia Nobrega, Member of Indigenous World

Association, Na Koa [kaika o ka Lahui Hawai'i, and Waikiki Hawaiian Civic Club
malianob@aol.com

Madame Chair, this 1s a statement on bebalf of the Pacific Caucus gathered here at the
UNPFII and we thank the UNPFII for allowing us the opportunity for having this dialog
in this the 7" Session of the UNPFIL

Madame Chair, The Pacific region 1s an indigenous region. We have many States in the
Pacific, all of whom have Indigenous Peoples. Yet many of our Indigenous Peoples are
not recognized nor respected and are denied their most basic human rights. '
Political, nuclear, military, economic and environmental violations of our Pacific peoples’
indigenous rights by superpowers as well as by our own governments and transnational
corporations are mounting. Distressing struggles of our Pacific Island colonized peoples
for freedom, our cultural identities, sacred environments and natural resources remain
unresolved.

The end of nuclear testing in the Pacific does not mean the end of “the nuclear age”.
Pacific Indigenous Peoples continue to call for an end to the transshipment storage and
dumping of nuclear wastes in the Pacific, the clean up and ongoing monitoring of
contaminated sites, and support for test site workers affected by nuclear testing,
especially 1n Te Ao Maohi (French Polynesia), Christmas Island, and the Marshall
Islands. Madame Chair, our air, land, and waters are sacred - we are not the dump site of
the world.

Madame Chair, yesterday, the Pacific Caucus presented our intervention on climate
change and pointed out that we see and live the negative effects on our terrestrial and
marine resources which are the fundamental basis of our daily lives. For us it is a matter
of life and death! In many cases our Pacific Indigenous Peoples are forced to leave our
ancestral lands and territories and live in foreign lands that we do not identify with. We
plead accountability against those causing these violations of our rights to exist as
peoples, as countries, and as sovereign nations.

Indigenous Peoples hold many of the solutions to heal our Mother, the Earth, from her
rape by colonialism, which is now causing climate change. But many rogue mining
companies and other extractive industries operate with impunity and impact our Nations
and Pcoplcs at the very core of our being, at the very essence of our existence, through
the desecration of our sacred sites and sacred waters.


mailto:malianob@aol.com

-,

-

e,
15 -
P

T | i
h"---;'i' f 1"_"-‘_I|}|||-
1N ﬂ'" 1l .u way

- ==+a;‘~::f ‘Ff,-ﬁd et
: IJ"'_' X " ]

i |f..|
i |||| .1'1" _"h'"_
flll_h-'h'*.:\nil' ’

: - ,‘u.-'i'.*‘ru-- et

‘_1 jei e [E0id

[:-'31 1}_4 -"1+|'| ! - Feeii. .1-! ' ! L‘w_";;._ %! _I.l':'?]':._!.. =il
‘?gplé"“;l"llci'“ﬁ I I"“h-n:“r-lr 'lllillln_é -|l_l||I.I|I:-' s T | Ty o

.'.L'- H Bldil,

i 1k
3 |.l|
£ i : e ey £l s B
e |- -|; :J:'ll!--h:. :l. |ll3'|ll- ﬁ :i “‘ﬂll! I&";Eh.' i lls!!l:
|.|l| ;':|:||.I- W - L' & 3
T

'y
!

] -u-'lllr

I
|I-_-'|_
-,

v i ]
i : *"‘l"q.qu..

||| r ':!3-:_:.' :r I!l!ll" 3 T Ill"ht: .l

2] SEy e _' -

et it o
| Mw
Mf-&*’tﬂ ﬂlmuw u&ﬂﬂ

- .HJ""".I-'-.T,I.g;E..u-L' LBl Mﬂ*ﬁ%#ﬁ 'ii';";‘._!fi'
‘!‘ 1|l|1J|u ‘i?li'“ L =L i H#_.ﬂl"l. Iﬁ.”..
L e Tr:;:_._i-'!':.i-"r-. :

j:__l '”'-li’- -L!ﬁ'l-ﬁ" .T I 1:'1',"‘ FL

"i‘ -|...l:

b ek
J.l1 1 E si

: ',\.i-':i‘ e

u 'F-U h:.-'igi':.ﬁ *...L.Q;;.
B! Wﬂ*mmw iR

ST gk
T il e

| -ExT, et




might establish a regional charter and a regionai commission on human rights. And
therefore would also lead to a regional court of justice for indigenous peoples.

Madame Chair, finally we recognize much of the human rights deprivations in the Pacific
(loss of cultural integrity, inability to protect our ancestors' remains, alienation from
traditional lands, etc.) as inextricably linked to our international personalities as non-self-
governing territories (both presently and formerly listed NSGTs). The human rights
"situation” in these territories is abhorrent and serves as the most powerful challenge to
UN legitimacy. Decade after decade, the UN engages in "colonial accommodation," as it
is well-known that the Special Committee on Decolonization remains at best lamentably
ineffective and at worst an active participant in the systemic denial of the indigenous
peoples of the non-self-governing territories to the most basic human right of self-
determination. We respectfully call on the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues to take
the lead on this 1ssue and sponsor an expert seminar i conjunction with the CERD on the
situation of the indigenous peoples of the non-self-governing territories. We will be
presenting a global statement with the support not only of the indigenous peoples of the
Pacific but also the indigenous peoples of Puerto Rico and the Carribean Community
States.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Sponsor and expert seminar in conjunction with the CERD and the Special
Committee on Decolonization to examine the impact of the UN Decolonization
process on indigenous peoples of the NSGT” which are now, or have been listed
on the UN list of NSGT’s. This seminar must be under the auspices of the Forum
because of existing problems with the Secretaniat of the Special Comimittee. We
request that Independent Expert Carlyle G. Corbin be included in the seminar as
well as the UN Special Rapporteur on the IHuman Rights and Fundamental
Freedoms of Indigenous Peoples. We also request that indigenous peoples of the
NSGT’s and territories previously under NSGT status also be included.

2. That the Forum utilize the Inter-Agency Support Group to begin to implement the
(POI) Program of Impiementation with UN Agencies, UNDP, UNEP and other
agencies and specialized bodies as directed by the General Assembly.

3. That the Forum communicate its concern for the human rights of indigenous
peoples and all peoples in the NSGT’s to the UN Human Rights Council and
request that the Council designate a Special Rapportcur on the Situation of the
Peoples of the Non-Sclf-Governing Territories.

4. The UNPFII concerned that regional presence, representation and services in the
Asia-Pacific region are mostly limited to the Asia sub-region alone, recommends
that all UN agencies review their operations to provide equal services to the
Pacific sub-region, and that they identify their operations separately according to
the two sub-regions of Asia and Pacific.



That the Forum actively participate in the forthcoming processes under the
UNFCCC and other related processes in order to raise issues critical to indigenous
peoples in these fora.

That the Forum undertake, in conjunction with the Human rights Council
Mechanism, and the Interagency Support Group, an effort to determine whether
climate change policies and projects adhere to the standards in the Declaration on
the Rights of Indigenous Peoples.

Request a Joint Report before 8" Permanent Forum from the Special
Representative of the UN Secretary-General on business and human rights and the
Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights and fundamental freedoms of
Indigenous Peoples identifying transnationals and their types of behaviour which
breach the inherent rights detailed the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Pecoples.

The PFII recommends

e (a) that the Pacific Forum, the regional assembly of governments of the
Pacific Region, endorse the Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous
Peoples and implement a plan for the promotion and protection of the

, rights in that Declaration;

+ (b} that the Pacific Forum develop a robust structure for the contribution
from and participation of Indigenous Peoples representatives in the Pacific
Forum meetings and related structures and activities.



