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Madam Chair,

I WISH TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY ON BEHALF OF THE OBSERVER
DELEGATION OF AUSTRALIA TO ADDRESS THE WORKING GROUP UNDER

Item 6 of the agenda on "other matters'.

Madam Chair, Australia has participated actively in the

deliberations of the Working Group since its establishment,

Australia was concerned at the cancellation of the
SubCommission on Prevention of Discrimination, and Protection

of Minorities and the Working Group Session in 1986,

We appreciate that while the UN has faced financial
difficulties, and in time when cost saving measures in various
areas are being implemented, nevertheless, it is important
that the work of the Group 1is not further interrupted,
Furthermore it should <continue to receive adequate support
from the UN Secretariat.

The Working Group has served as a valuable international
forum for constructive dialogue between Indigenous Groups,
Governments, and non Government organisations, and experts

in this field.

Australia encourages the participation and involvement of
indigenous groups in the activities of the Working Group
and in the process to develop standards, because we believe

that Indigenous groups must have the opportunity to formally

express their needs and aspirations in this process.

To this end, Australia was instrumental in the successful
passage through the UN Commission on Human Rights and the
General Assembly, of the resolution which led to the
establishment of the UN Voluntary Fund on Indigenous
Populations, The Australian Government contributed $20,000
to the Voluntary Fund since the Fourth Session of the Working
Group 1in order to assist Indigenous Groups®™ Sessions,



Australia welcomes the appointment in March this year of
THE DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF THE VOLUNTARY FUND. WE APPRECIATE
THE CARE WHICH THE UN SECRETARIAT HAVE TAKEN TO ENABLE
INDIGENOUS REPRESENTATION ON THE BOARD,

WE ARE PLEASED TO NOTE THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE FUNDS ARE
TO BE MADE AVAILABLE TO INDIGENOUS REPRESENTATIVES WHO WOULD
NOT OTHERWISE BE ABLE TO ATTEND THE MEETINGS OF THE WORKING
Group,

Australia, as a major contributor, is however concerned at
THE CONTINUED DELAY IN IMPLEMENTING THE FUND FOR THE PURPOSES
FOR WHICH IT WAS DEVISED, We UNDERSTAND THAT THE FIRST MEETING
of the Board of Trustees will not now take place until well
into 1988, Given the important issues affecting access to
THE FUND WHICH HAVE YET TO BE CONSIDERED WE WOULD HOPE THAT
THE BOARD COULD MEET IN SUFFICIENT TIME TO ENSURE THAT THE
FUND IS FULLY OPERATIONAL PRIOR TO THE SIXTH SESSION OF THE
Working Group. Such progress will be necessary 1if indigenous
REPRESENTATIVES FROM COUNTRIES OR AREAS WHICH MIGHT OTHERWISE
BE UNREPRESENTED ARE TO ATTEND THE SIXTH SESSION OF THE WORKING
Group on the basis of financial assistance drawn from the
Voluntary Fund. We would also like to reiterate our concern
THAT THE ABSOLUTE MINIMUM OF THE VOLUNTARY FUND BE EXPENDED
ON ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS RELATING TO MEETINGS OF THE
Board so as to maximise the amount of funds available to

REPRESENTATIVES OF INDIGENOUS GROUPS.

Finally, Australia wishes to encourage Tfurther contributions
to the fund by Governments, Non-Government Organisations
and other bodies to ensure broader indigenous vrepresentation

and participation in future meetings of the Working Group,

Madam Chair, | thank you,



