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M a d a m  C h a i r ,

I WISH TO TAKE THIS OPPORTUNITY ON BEHALF OF THE OBSERVER 

DELEGATION OF AUSTRALIA TO ADDRESS THE WORKING GROUP UNDER

It e m  6 o f  t h e  a g e n d a  o n  "o t h e r  m a t t e r s ".

M a d a m  C h a i r , A u s t r a l i a  h a s  p a r t i c i p a t e d  a c t i v e l y  in t h e  

d e l i b e r a t i o n s  o f  t h e  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  s i n c e  i t s e s t a b l i s h m e n t ,

A u s t r a l i a  w a s  c o n c e r n e d  a t  t h e  c a n c e l l a t i o n  o f  t h e  

S u b C o m m i s s i o n  o n  P r e v e n t i o n  o f  D i s c r i m i n a t i o n , a n d  P r o t e c t i o n  

o f  M i n o r i t i e s  a n d  t h e  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  S e s s i o n  in 1986,

We appreciate that while the UN has faced financial 

difficulties, and in time when cost saving measures in various 

areas are being implemented, nevertheless, it is important 

that the work of the Group is not further interrupted, 

Furthermore it should continue to receive adequate support 

from the UN Secretariat.

T h e  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  h a s  s e r v e d  a s  a  v a l u a b l e  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  

f o r u m  f o r  c o n s t r u c t i v e  d i a l o g u e  b e t w e e n  In d i g e n o u s  G r o u p s , 

G o v e r n m e n t s , a n d  n o n  G o v e r n m e n t  o r g a n i s a t i o n s , a n d  e x p e r t s  

in t h i s  f i e l d .

A u s t r a l i a  e n c o u r a g e s  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  a n d  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f 

i n d i g e n o u s  g r o u p s  in t h e  a c t i v i t i e s  o f  t h e  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  

a n d  in t h e  p r o c e s s  t o  d e v e l o p  s t a n d a r d s , b e c a u s e  w e  b e l i e v e  

t h a t  In d i g e n o u s  g r o u p s  m u s t  h a v e  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f o r m a l l y  

e x p r e s s  t h e i r  n e e d s  a n d  a s p i r a t i o n s  in t h i s  p r o c e s s .

To this end, Australia was instrumental in the successful 

passage through the UN Commission on Human Rights and the 

General Assembly, of the resolution which led to the 

establishment of the UN Voluntary Fund on Indigenous 

Populations, The Australian Government contributed $20,000 
to the Voluntary Fund since the Fourth Session of the Working 

Group in order to assist Indigenous Groups' Sessions,
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A u s t r a l i a  w e l c o m e s  t h e  a p p o i n t m e n t  in M a r c h  t h i s  y e a r  o f

THE DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF THE VOLUNTARY FUND. WE APPRECIATE 

THE CARE WHICH THE UN SECRETARIAT HAVE TAKEN TO ENABLE 

INDIGENOUS REPRESENTATION ON THE BOARD,

WE ARE PLEASED TO NOTE THE REQUIREMENT THAT THE FUNDS ARE 

TO BE MADE AVAILABLE TO INDIGENOUS REPRESENTATIVES WHO WOULD 

NOT OTHERWISE BE ABLE TO ATTEND THE MEETINGS OF THE WORKING

G r o u p ,

A u s t r a l i a , a s  a m a j o r  c o n t r i b u t o r , is h o w e v e r  c o n c e r n e d  a t

THE CONTINUED DELAY IN IMPLEMENTING THE FUND FOR THE PURPOSES 

FOR WHICH IT WAS DEVISED, W e UNDERSTAND THAT THE FIRST MEETING

o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  T r u s t e e s  w i l l  n o t  n o w  t a k e  p l a c e  u n t i l  w e l l  

i n t o  1988, G i v e n  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  i s s u e s  a f f e c t i n g  a c c e s s  t o

THE FUND WHICH HAVE YET TO BE CONSIDERED WE WOULD HOPE THAT 

THE BOARD COULD MEET IN SUFFICIENT TIME TO ENSURE THAT THE 

FUND IS FULLY OPERATIONAL PRIOR TO THE SlXTH SESSION OF THE

W o r k i n g  G r o u p . S u c h  p r o g r e s s  w i l l  b e  n e c e s s a r y  if i n d i g e n o u s

REPRESENTATIVES FROM COUNTRIES OR AREAS WHICH MIGHT OTHERWISE 

BE UNREPRESENTED ARE TO ATTEND THE SIXTH SESSION OF THE WORKING

Group on the basis of financial assistance drawn from the 

Voluntary Fund. We would also like to reiterate our concern

THAT THE ABSOLUTE MINIMUM OF THE VOLUNTARY FUND BE EXPENDED 

ON ADMINISTRATIVE ARRANGEMENTS RELATING TO MEETINGS OF THE

B o a r d  s o  a s  t o  m a x i m i s e  t h e  a m o u n t  o f  f u n d s  a v a i l a b l e  t o

REPRESENTATIVES OF INDIGENOUS GROUPS.

F i n a l l y , A u s t r a l i a  w i s h e s  t o  e n c o u r a g e  f u r t h e r  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  

t o  t h e  f u n d  b y G o v e r n m e n t s , N o n -G o v e r n m e n t  O r g a n i s a t i o n s  

a n d  o t h e r  b o d i e s  t o  e n s u r e  b r o a d e r  i n d i g e n o u s  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  

a n d  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in f u t u r e  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  W o r k i n g  G r o u p ,

M a d a m  C h a i r , I t h a n k  y o u ,


