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Ladies and Gentlemen 

On behalf  of  my community I request this forum  to help the Hai//om to seek a solution to their 
land problem. We would be grateful  if  you could assist our community-based organisations and 
WIMSA to find  funds  to enable us to buy farms  near our ancestral land, or help us to convince 
the Namibian government of  our right to benefit  from  the Etosha National Park - the ancestral 
land of  the Hai//om. We want to work as farmers  or in the tourism industry. We want to end our 
dependency on handouts and food-for-work  programmes. We therefore  need rights to land and 
access to natural resources. Please give some thought to how you could support us through a co-
ordinated and concerted effort. 

I thank you for  your attention. 

My name is Elfriede  Gaeses, and I am addressing you on behalf  of  approximately 8 000 
Hai//om San (Bushman) living near the Etosha National Park in Namibia, southern Africa.  The 
community members for  whom I speak are among the 38 000 San scattered around Namibia. 
The Hai//om have been entirely dispossessed of  their ancestral land, which is now the Etosha 
National Park - a profitable  tourist attraction belonging to the government of  Namibia. The 
majority of  my fellow  Hai//om were forced  to leave the areas they knew well, and were 
relocated to places with which they are unfamiliar.  When we lost our land, we also lost our 
natural resources, and very nearly our ancient culture and traditional knowledge. 

Most of  us are aware of  the importance of  our traditional knowledge. We fear  that our old people 
could die without having passed this knowledge on to our children. To avoid losing our traditional 
skills, our old stories and the knowledge of  our history, I have joined an oral testimony collection 
project serving the San in Namibia and Botswana. 

The old people whom I have interviewed have told me that they feel  very sad because the Hai//om 
have almost lost their identity since being dispossessed of  their land. Also, because they are no 
longer allowed to hunt and gather wild food,  they are subject to terrible poverty and often  go 
hungry. The old people feel  bitter because the government took everything from  the Hai//om: their 
God who provided the land, the land itself,  and along with it their means of  survival. Sometimes 
they ask themselves if  God has forgotten  them. 

The Namibian government has not yet compensated us with farms,  nor has it involved us in 
resettlement programmes. However, we have not given up hope and our negotiations with the 
government continue. 

The Hai//om sincerely hope that one day they will be able to return to at least a portion of  their 
ancestral land. We are convinced that the tourists will understand our aspirations and would not 
mind if  the Etosha National Park were to decrease in size. We need a place where we can practice 
our culture. 


