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Intervention to the Fifth Session of the
United Nations Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues

Submitted bv Seventh Generation Fund
May 17,2006

Agenda ltem #3, Millennium Development Goals and Indigenous Peoples: Redefining the
Goals,Item (a) Development and Consultatiorr

PnorrcrloN or Waren - MGD 7 ENvrnoNN.rBNr,qL SusrarNaslI-rry

Thank you, Madame Chair, for the opportunity of addressing the Permanent Forum on
Indigenous Issues. I extend my greetings to you and to all the esteemed members of the Forum.
My name is Tia Oros Peters and I am from the A:shiwi I Zuni people. The Seventh Generation
Fund, which is an Indigenous peoples' organization working directly with grassroots Native
communities to design and implement ecologically harmonious strategies for sovereignty, human
rights, environmental justice, cultural revitalization, and sacred sites protection for Indigenous
Nations, submits this intervention on Agenda Item#3, Millennium Development Goals (MDG's)
and Indigenous Peoples: Redefining the Goals, Item (a), regarding the MDG's Development and
Consultation in regard to MDG 7 Environmental Sustainability, with the American Indian Law
Alliance, Tierra Madre, Oglala Tetuwan / Teton Sioux Nation, Indigenous Network on
Economies and Trade, Manyoito Pastoralists Integrated Development Organization, Maya
Vision, Western Shoshone Defense Project, Tatanka Oyate, Tonatierra, Taiwan Foundation for
Democracy, and Retum to the Earth.

Last year our organization addressed the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues regarding the
Protection of Water, and it is an honor to do so again. I am here today to urgently reiterate the
critical significance of protecting Indigenous Peoples' full access to clean water on our
territories, not only as crucial for our health, but equally compelling, Indigenous Peoples must
have water as a cultural and spiritual resource. The situation of environmental injustice including
the invasions onto Indigenous territories, the wrongful taking of our resources without our full,
free, prior and informed consent the inaccessibility of clean water for our Peoples continue, and
have worsened an alarming rate. We are engaged in water wars. And the recent World 

'Water

Forum in Mexico City underscores the vital water issues for Indigenous Peoples and our
homelands.

Recommendations:
l. We again urgently ask the Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues to request the

immediate appointment of a United Nations Special Rapporteur for the Protection of'Water. 
Further, we ask that the purview be extended to include 

'Water 
Catchment Areas,

and that the Special Rapporteur will gather testimony directly from lndigenous
communities of the world impacted by or targeted for water privatizatron, diversion,
toxic contamination, pollution, commodification and other environmental injustices that
damage natural and potable water supplies on which Indigenous peoples rely for spiritual
and nutritional sustenance and hinder the accessibility of Water for lndigenous Peoples.
We recall that this recommendation was carried forth by the Forum to the Economic and



Social Development Council last year, and we respectfully request that this concern is
advanced once again.

2. We ask that the Special Rapporteur for the Protection of Water and Catchment Areas
critically review and assess water allocation, access policies and regulations that affect
the rights of Indigenous Nations, the health of our peoples and that of future generations.
This should be done to identify protective and preventive mechanisms to restore our
waters and assure that water is accessible to our Peoples, as well as to repair our diverse
ecosystems that rely on the health of natural water flows.

3. Our Peoples have a right to say no to any project on our territories. We call upon the
Permanent Forum to strongly advocate for the free, prior and informed consent of
Indigenous Peoples in regard to any development on our territories by any outside
entities, including the World Bank and States, whose actions may impact or abrogate our
aboriginal and treaty rights or access to clean, potable water for all aspects of our life.

4. Not far from here, in this part of the North American Indigenous world, Onondaga Lake,
a sacred site to the Haudenosaunee has been a tragic casualty of industrial development
with toxic pollution including mercury poisoning and sewer overflows of untreated
sewage and debris has caused a once flourishing place to be seriously contaminated,
nearly devoid of life, and gasping for survival. Therefore, we strongly urge Rudolfo
Stavenhagen the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms to
meet with the Onondaga Nation and its leaders immediately.

Narrative Justifi cation :
indigenous peoples know Water as the sacred source and essence of all Life imbued with a spirit
and consciousness. The vitality of water to our communities is expressed in a rainbow of songs,
stories, and ceremonies, holding a special place in our cultures for the continuation of an
Indigenous Earth-based paradigm, a worldview that affirms the connection of all aspects of
existence, and of life everlasting. Water is the vital element to this worldview.

And yet, across the globe, a child dies every eight seconds for lack of access to clean water and
many victims are Indigenous children. Precious watersheds that give birth to our lakes and
springs and enable life in our communities are under attack. Privatization of water and other
resources places them in the control of multi-national corporations, shortsighted governmental
development policies, and the unrelenting encroachment by non-indigenous settlements, forcing
us into poverty and pushing us further to the edge of existence. The onslaught of exploitation and
commodification of water, without lndigenous peoples' meaningful consultation or consent,
obstructs critically needed access to our waterways and threatens the survival of Indigenous
peoples and the health of our distinct cultures. These assaults have direct and tremendously
destructive impacts on Indigenous peoples and further impoverish our already wlnerable,
besieged Peoples. Although North America is widely assumed to be a region of universal
affluence, there are countless thousands of Indigenous peoples and communities, throughout the
continent, who have no meaningful system of protection against the wrongful diversion,
pr iv atization, and oppres s i on of our re s ourc es.

The Zuni River is critical to the physical and spiritual sustenance of the A:shiwilZuni people.
Last year we shared with the Forum members the unique characteristics of the river as a sacred
waterway, an umbilical cord linking our people with a spiritual destiny, carrying prayers and



offerings to Zuni Heaven, our final everlasting place. When it flowed freely, the River fed
streams and springs that nurtured thousands of acres of corn, wheat and alfalfa fields that were
cultivated and sustained the people, and supported an abundance of wildlife, which is necessary
to nourish Zuni cultural sustenance and a rich ceremonial life. In the 1890's the River was
dammed and diverted by the Ramah Cattle Company empowering Mormon missionaries
upstream, altering the natural flow and life of the waterway. Today, what was once a vibrant,
moving waterway that sustained thousands of people and animals, has been drained, leaving only
a dry riverbed where a vital river once flowed. 1982 was tlie last time the Zuni River flowed
through the village since the Ramah Dam was built. Now our land is always thirsty.

The Klamath River connects to the Pacific Ocean and supports a rich ecosystem composed of
ancient forests, animals and fish particularly salmon, a sacred relative and key source of cultural
and physical sustenance for the Yurok, Hupa, and Karuk peoples since time immemorial.
Providing staple foods, clean water, transport, and for ceremonial expression, today, due to
diversion by federal agencies to irrigate non-indigenous agricultural fields hundreds of miles
away, the Klamath River now flows at less than 30oÂ of its original volume. This has caused a
shift of sweet water to bitter, directly impacting the cultural vitality of the Indigenous peoples
along the River and the survival of sacred species of that region. One day, it may not flow at all.

Madame Chair, and all members of the Permanent Forum, these are just two examples of
thousands of instances where Indigenous Peoples across the globe are struggling for survival,
vanishing with our waters. We are being killed by the unquenchable greed of States,
corporations, missionaries, and other invaders on our lands that have declared a water war
against us. Our mlnerable cultures are fading also, for lack of access to our spiritual waterways,
to springs where our ancestors left offerings, to rivers that carry our prayers to the forever after,
to lakes that nurture our bodies and purify our spirits. What were once rich landscapes awake
with forests, gardens, wheat and cornfields, and alive with animals and birds, are fast becoming
parched lands that only our tears can soften today. Water is a human right and essential for all
Life. Our children, those generations yet to be born, and all of our relations, are the ultimate
casualties of this conflict.

E:lah:hua - Thank you, Madame Chair, for your kind attention.








