
r « y  ■“ 1
I c i o c i p N a t i o n a l   I n d i a n  Y o u t h  C o u n c i l ,  I n c .

318Hro Street S.E. 
Albuquerque, New Mexico 87102 

\  505/247-2251 ••

Eveci/iiie Director
GERALD WILKINSON
Cherokee
Associate Director
CHERYL J. MANN 
Cheyenne River Sioux
Staff Attorney
S. JAMES ANAYA 
Tarasco/Apache
Attorneys of Cou/isei
JOHN PETOSKEYOttawa/Chippewa

JOHN J. KELLY 
THOMAS E. LUEBBEN

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
LAWRENCE ROBERTS Oneida
Wce-iVcs/denf 
DELMAR HAMILTON
Caddo/Kiowa
RAMIRO REYNAGA 
Kheswa
VIOLA HATCH 
Arapaho
JAMES NEZ 
Navajo
MIKE RIOSPapayo 

BERNARD SECOND
Mescalew apache
GERALD WILKINSON 
Cherokee
WALTER ECHO HAWKPawnee

PRESENTA TION 

OF

THE NATIONAL INDIAN YOUTH CO U N CIL

TO

THE UNITED NATIONS 
INTERNATIONAL WORKING G R O U P 

ON INDIGENOUS POPULATIONS

GENEVA, SW ITZERLAND

AUGUST 3 -  7, 1937

miVlSORY COUNCIL
ELISE BOULDING
WILLIAM SLOANE COFFIN, JR
VINE DELORIA, JR.
Standinq Rock Sioux
RAYMOND ICKES
ALVIN JOSEPHY
DARCY McNICKLE 
Flathead 0904-1977)

"INDIAN HEALTH AND EDUCATION ISSUES 
IN THE UNITED STATES"

AL ORTIZ 
San Juan Pueblo

NON-GOVERNMENTAL ORGANIZATION, UNITED NATIONS ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL



P R E S E N T A T IO N

o f

T H E  N A T IO N A L  IN D IA N  YOUTH  C O U N C IL
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T H E  U N IT E D  N A T IO N S  IN T E R N A T IO N A L  W O R K IN G  G R O U P  
ON IN D IG E N O U S  P O P U L A T IO N S
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A U G U S T  3 - 7 ,  1987

M a d a m  cha irperson, d ist in gu ished  com m ittee  persons. I thank you fo r  the oppo rtun ity  

to b r ing  you  th is  report on Indian health  and educat ion  m atte rs  in the U n ited  States.

M y  nam e is G era ld  W ilk inson. I am  Exe cu t ive  D ire c to r  o f  the N at iona l Indian Youth  

C ounc il.  N I Y C  is an Indian r igh ts  o rgan iza t ion  founded in 1961. Today  it has 46,000 m em bers  

and  is headquarte red  in A lbuquerque, New  M ex ico .  N I Y C  is accred ited  to the U n ited  N at ion s  

E c o n o m ic  and Soc ia l C ou n c i l  as a N on -gove rnm enta l  O rgan iza t ion .

D is t in gu ished  co m m ittee  m em bers, throughout its h istory  the Un ited  S ta te s  has s igned 

hundreds o f  t re a t ie s  w ith va r io u s  Indian tribes. In these  treaties, Ind ians under duress  were 

fo rce d  to cede count less  m il l ion s  o f  acres o f  land. In return, the go ve rnm en t  agreed  to 

re spect the ir  r ight to ex ist  as a people on the land left to them and to provide  certa in  

se rv ic e s  in the a reas  o f  health  and education. A H  futu re  governm ents  o f  the Un ited  Sta tes  

have  re spec ted  or d is re spected  these treaties  in va r iou s  degrees. But all, until the present, 

a g reed  that Indian hea lth  and educat ion  were governm ent re spons ib il it ie s  under these 

treatie s.

The  present gove rnm en t  o f the U n ited  Sta tes  has asserted that health  and educat ion  

lay outs ide  o f  its ob liga t ion  under the treat ie s  and has in itiated po lic ie s  to r id  it se lf  o f  

these ob ligat ions.

Ind ian people are deeply  d istu rbed  by these  po lic ies  for three reasons:

1. We see that the U n ited  States, by b reak ing  the treaties  in this way, is f la g ran t ly  

v io la t in g  its own laws and its own mora l ob ligat ions.
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2. We believe that because  we gave up one o f  the largest land m asse s  on earth  in 

exchange  for se rv ice s  and therefore  any se rv ice s  we rece ive  f rom  the governm ent 

have a lready  been paid for in advance.

3. We have seen over the tenure  o f  th is  governm ent, the im pend ing  co llap se  o f  Indian 

health  and educat ion  s y stem s  re su lt ing  in a further low er ing  o f  the health and 

educat ion  leve ls o f  our people.

In the area o f  health, Ind ians are los ing ground rapidly.

1. 6 0 % o f  all re se rva t ion  Indians live in absolute poverty.

2. Ind ians earn $7,200 less than the average  A m er ican .

3. Indians die f rom  acc idents  V4. t im es more than whites.

4. Indians are dy ing  f ro m  a lcoho l ism  at 4 t im es  the national average.

5. Ind ians die 2^  t im es more o ften  before  age  65 than the genera l popu lat ion.

6. 37 % o f  all Indian death s  occu r  before  the age o f  45 com pa red  to  1 2 %  for the rest 

o f  the population.

7. Ind ians die f ro m  liver d iseases  at 10 t im es the U.S. rate.

8. A m e r ic a n  Indians experience  the worst diet and the worst  health  o f  any group  in 

the  U n ited  States. A l l  this, even though 6096 o f  the w orld 's  diet is com posed  o f  

foods dom est ica ted  and harvested  by Indian People for thousands o f  yea rs  before  

others. A n d  even though  Indian People  have  g iven  the w orld  ove r  200 m edic ines 

vital to the health  o f  eve ryone  on earth.

Th is  list could go  on.

Ind ians are need less ly  dy ing  from  easily  preventable and curab le  a i lm e n ts  because  the 

gove rnm en t  is not exe rc is in g  its re spons ib il ity  under the treaties.  E a ch  yea r  the budget 

for Indian health  is cut 1 0 %  to 2 0 %  and the gove rnm ent has ind ica ted  it intends to get 

out o f  the Indian hea lth  business  entire ly. M a n y  prom inent health  scho la rs  p red ict that 

by 1992 there will be a 7096 sho rtage  o f phys ic ian s  tre a t ing  Ind ians because  the gove rnm ent 

is w ithd raw ing  incent ives  for phys ic ians  to go to rem ote  rural a reas  to treat our people.
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M oreo ve r ,  Ind ian health  p ro fe ss iona ls  and doctors  are not bñing ra ised  up so that they  m ight 

be able to help their own people.

We, the Indian People, believe that the p rov is ion  o f  health  care  to Ind ians by the 

go ve rn m en t  is not som eth ing  at their d isc re t ion  but is som eth ing  they are ob l id ged  to do 

under the  treat ie s  which they  wrote and forced  us to sign. I f  the go ve rn m en t  w ishes to 

ab roga te  the treat ie s  because  it now finds the ir  ob ligat ions under them  too burdensom e, 

it m ay  do so and re turn  the land to us.

In the area o f  education, Indians are s tead i ly  lo s ing  ground. W h ile  there  a re  more 

Ind ians in schoo l than eve r before, th is  increase has not kept up w ith the exp lo s ion  o f  the 

Ind ian popu lat ion. So  while  there are now more Ind ians with scho o l in g  than ever before, 

there  are a lso  more Ind ians in poverty  with no educat ion  than eve r  before. The s ta t is t ic s  

bea r  out th is  decline.

1. O f  the Ind ians who enro ll in h igh school, less than 5 0 %  will g raduate .

2. 2596 o f  the Indian popu lat ion  is between the ages o f  14 and 25. 4 4 %  o f  the Indian 

popu lat ion  is under the age  o f  20.

3. A lc o h o l i sm  deaths fo r  Indians aged 15 to 26 is 8 t im es  h ighe r than the national 

average.

4. Ind ian you th s  are a rre sted  and ja iled 3 t im es  m ore  than non-Ind ian  juveniles.

5. O ve r  2 5 %  o f  Ind ian  fam il ie s  are headed by a s in g le  parent.

6. A m o n g  fem a le -headed  fam ilies, 2 out o f  3 live be low  the po ve r ty  lovel.

7. M o r e  than 2 5 %  o f  all Indian children are p laced in non-!nd ian fo ste r  homes, adoptive  

homes, and institutions.

8. W h ile  8 %  o f  the Ind ian co l lege -age  young  people will enro ll in an in st itu t ion  of 

h igh  learning, ove r  6096 will not graduate. The m ajo r ity  o f  those  who drop  out 

do so in the f ir s t  yea r  o f  college.

9. U nem p loym ent  am ong  Indians in rura l a reas  a ve rage  8096.

These  s ta t i s t ic s  could  go on m uch  more.
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D is t in gu ished  co m m ittee  members, it is the fa ilu re  of the gove rnm en t  to  fa ith fu lly  

c a r ry  out its educationa l responsib il it ie s  under the treaties  that has encou raged  this 

educat iona l d isa ste r  now go ing  on am ong the Indian People. In addition, to abject neglcct 

o f  its t re a ty  obligat ions, the gove rnm ent has taken  steps to get out o f  Ind ian education  

en t ire ly .  It has proposed to g ive  up the 187 Indian schoo ls  it now operates. Those  schoo ls  

will be cut loose to fend for themselves. It has d ra s t ic a l ly  reduced the funds to educate  

and tra in  Indian teachers  and adm in istra tors.  It has g rea t ly  reduced  the am ount of 

scho la rsh ip s  for Indian students. It has lim ited the ab il ity  o f  Indian tr iba l gove rnm en ts  

and Ind ian parents  to in fluence education  policy. A l l  these ac t ion s  and m any  o ther act ions 

have been taken  w ithout consu lt ing  the Indian People.

We Indian People contend  that the gove rnm en t 's  v io la t ion  o f  its a g reem en ts  w ith us 

is not a question  o f  national policy. We contend that it is a v io la t ion  o f  in ternationa l treat ies  

entered  into by two sove re ign  peoples.

Indian People, d ist in gu ished  com m ittee  m em bers, want to exe rc ise  the ir  r ight o f  

se lf -de te rm ina t ion .  They  want to be able to  stand  on the ir  own as a people. They  want 

to contro l their own dest in ies. Health  and educat ion  po lic ies  are essentia l to our s trugg le  

to su rv ive  as a people. When a governm ent takes aw ay  our means to be in charge  o f  these 

m a tte rs  and takes th is  re spons ib il ity  for itself, and  then dec ides to r id  itse lf  o f  its 

re spon s ib i l ity  w ithout re s to r in g  to us the means o f  our do ing it for ourse lves; it is a v io la t ion  

o f  our hum an rights. M oreove r,  it has broken fa ith  w ith us by b reak ing  its treat ies  w ith 

us. These  treat ie s  are the f ram e w ork  for our re la t ionsh ip  with the A m e r ic a n  People. They  

are the in strum ent for the p ro tect ion  o f our rights. T hey  are our hope for the  future.

B roken  treat ie s  shou ld  be o f great concern  to th is  body. I f  so lem n agreem ents  can 

be d iscarded  by a g rea te r  power to the d isadvantage  o f  a lesser one, then international 

cooperat ion  will never be possible. In ternational cooperat ion  is based on trust. T rust  is 

based on actions. H a rm fu l  ac t ion s  should thus be condem ned by the in ternational com m unity .
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In thé health  and educat ion  po l ic y  act ions of the U n ited  S ta te s  governm ent,  there is more 

at s take  than just our deepen ing  m isery.

We re spec tfu l ly  request the International W o rk ing  G roup  on Ind igenous Popu lat ions 

to ca re fu l ly  consider these  m atte rs  in its deliberations.

The N at iona l Indian You th  Counc il  apprec iates your g iv in g  us the oppo rtun ity  to bring  

these m a tte rs  to  you r  attention. Thank  you.
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