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Philippines 

General Statement 
Expert Mechanisnn on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 

1 October 2008 

Mr. Chairp^pSôfi, 

The Philippine delegation wishes to congratulate you on your election as 
Chairp^fêon and also congratulates all members of the Expert Mechanism on the 
Rights of Indigenous Peoples on the convening of this first session of the expert 
mechanism. 

The Philippines attaches sigçtiíícSnt importance to the rights of indigenous 
peoples. The Philippine Constitution declares it a national policy to recognize and 
promote the rights of indigenous cultural communities within the framework of 
national unity and development. The Philippines has a national Indigenous 
Peoples Rights Act that accords protection to the rights of indigenous peoples. 
The Philippines also has a government agency, the National Commission on 
Indigenous Peoples, which works for the empowerment of indigenous peoples. 

Our delegation played an active role in ncujntiatinrK^ ç^\\rí^anrLiifi of the expert 
mechanism and we view the mechanism as a^^ssril^fi uuoful tool of the Human 
Rights Council to more effectively implement its mandate as it relates to the 
promotion and protection of the rights of indigenous peoples. 

As a subsidiary mechanism of the Council, we would like to see the eikpert 
mechanism hue closely to the directions set out for it by the Council. Human 
Rights Council resolution 6/36 and the recently adopted resolution^on human Л ^ ^ Х А - Ь . 

rights and indigenous peoples ^at the y '̂' session of the Council should^guide the t*^cJL^^ 
work of the expert mechanism. ^ 1 4 Я' 

hoüTd. guide 

To avoid duplication of efforts, we encourage the expert mechanism to work in 
close coordination and cooperation with the two other mechanisms devoted to 
indigenous peoples isswes in the UN system, namely the Special Rapporteur and 
the Permanent Forum. ^ - - > (̂ rv^yWP"^ 
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