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Madam Chairperson,

UNESCO appreciates having this opportunity to make this intervention with respect to its 
work with indigenous peoples in the Pacific. As we spoke earlier on climate change, we 
would like to focus this intervention on the additional designated theme of development, 
in particular follow-up to the Mauritius Strategy for SIDS, and the Millennium 
Development Goal 2 to achieve Universal Primary Education and MDG 7 to Ensure 
Environmental Sustainability.  Of course, the achievement of education targets, 
specifically for indigenous peoples, must take into consideration important factors in line 
with UNESCO’s promotion of quality education. That is to say education that takes into 
account the importance of mother tongue education, as well as the need for locally-
relevant content, such as indigenous knowledge. Furthermore, in the Pacific context, 
UNESCO also recognizes the necessity to take into account indigenous knowledge and 
customary management practices, alongside science, when ensuring environmental 
sustainability (MDG 7).

To this end, UNESCO’s Local and Indigenous Knowledge System’s programme, along 
with UNESCO’s Pacific Office in Apia, Samoa, has placed considerable emphasis on 
documenting indigenous knowledge and producing materials that may serve a dual 
purpose:

- that of promoting recognition of indigenous knowledge as a basis for natural 
resource co-management; and

- serving as pedagogical tools that ensure the presence of indigenous knowledge 
and indigenous languages in the classroom.

One example of this effort from the Pacific region is the publication on Reef and 
Rainforest: An environmental encyclopedia of Marovo Lagoon, Solomon Islands. This 
reference tool was developed upon the request of the Marovo peoples, and in 
collaboration with the University of Bergen, Norway. It includes over 1,200 terms with 
definitions in the Marovo language relating to significant plants, animals and features of 
the coral reef, lagoon and tropical forest environments of Solomon Islands, Melanesia. 
The encyclopedia provides recognition to indigenous knowledge as an essential 
management tool, and a first basis for dialogue between State resource managers and the 
customary land and sea-owning clans of Marovo Lagoon.

In addition, the Marovo Encyclopedia has been piloted in several primary and secondary 
schools as one of the first pedagogical tools available in the Marovo language. It also 
includes indexes to two other Melanesian languages: Hoava and Vanunu, in order to 
expand its linguistic impact. The pilot exercise was a considerable success, with many 
students using their mother tongue in the classroom for the first time. Teacher manuals 
are now being developed to support the regular use of the Marovo Encyclopedia in the 
classroom, and plans are being made to experiment with an Internet-based version, taking 
advantage of the expanding Internet network that is currently connecting rural schools in 
many parts of the Solomons.
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A second initiative that combines indigenous knowledge with new information and 
communication technologies is the interactive multimedia CD-ROM entitled ‘The Canoe 
is the People: Indigenous Navigation in the Pacific’. This CD-ROM celebrates Pacific 
Islander knowledge of navigation and the ocean environment. It targets indigenous youth 
with the goal of reinforcing pride in the knowledge and practices of Pacific cultures, and 
strengthening ties between elders and youth. It includes original video footage of 
prominent master navigators and canoe builders across the Pacific such as Mau Pialug 
from the Federated States of Micronesia, Sir Tom Davis from the Cook Islands, Hek 
Busby from Aotearoa (New Zealand), amongst others. It also includes animations that 
demonstrate the sophisticated knowledge that Pacific navigators use to locate small 
isolated patches of land in a vast ocean, using star compasses, stick charts, swell patterns 
and bird and sealife. 

A complete Maori language version of this interactive CD-ROM learning tool has 
recently been developed in collaboration with Waikato University, New Zealand. We 
hope that Pacific language versions may be developed if resources can be identified.

UNESCO is currently working with curriculum experts from Tonga and New Zealand, 
notably Auckland University, to finalise a Learner’s Resource Pack that may facilitate the 
uptake of the CD in Pacific curricula in order to achieve the overall goal of strengthening 
indigenous knowledge content in formal schooling. A final draft of the Learner’s 
Resource Pack, including a Teacher’s Manual and Learner’s Handbook will be soon 
presented at a meeting of Pacific Directors of Education that will take place in Fiji in 
May.

To conclude, I would like to repeat my invitation to interested indigenous communities 
and their organizations, as well as other groups, to participate in the internet-based Forum 
entitled ‘On the Frontlines of Climate Change’ that will be launched in the coming 
weeks. This Forum, which is a joint effort of UNESCO, the Secretariat of the Permanent 
Forum on Indigenous Issues, the Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 
and the Office of the High Commissioner on Human Rights, is of particular significance 
to SIDS, due to their particular vulnerability to climate change impacts, including sea 
level rise and extreme climatic events. 

We welcome indigenous and other vulnerable communities to exchange their 
observations and interpretations of climate change impacts and adaptation. It is hoped 
that the Forum will help expand recognition in global climate change debates of the 
important role to be played by indigenous observations and coping strategies. To sign up 
please send an email to: links@unesco.org.

Copies of the UNESCO materials mentioned above will be made available at the back of 
the room.

Thank you for your attention.
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