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Thank you Ir{r Chait

It is my pleasure to open this session on a Comprehensive dialogue 'vith the Wodd Intellectual

Ptoperty Organisarion - item tgt yow agerd^.
,

Thete are many areas in the work of \X{PO that have a focus for indigenous peoples.

The establishment of the Inter Govemmental Committee on Intellectual Ptoperty and Genetic

Resources, Ttaditional Knowledge and Folklore is one such atea.

The Permanent Fotum also notes there ate initiatives that enable indigenous peoples to participate in

the work of!?IPO, including the Voluntary Fund which facilitates indigenous peoples to attend

meetings as well as the Indigenous Intellecual Ptoperty Law Fellowship Progtam and Capacity

BuiJding Workshops.

However, thete are also areas whete WIPO can perhaps look to in order to improve ptocesses fot

meaningfi:l indigenous participation.

I now give the floor to WJPO.
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