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Dear Mr. Chair,
On behalf of UNDP, it is a honour to address the UNPFII with regard to the work 
of the Global Environment Facility Small Grants Programme (SGP) in Africa. The 
SGP wishes to address three points of information for this session.
Firstly, it is with pleasure that I would like to report that over the last 5 years, the 
GEF SGP has been able to able to expand its operations to cover 39 eligible 
countries in Africa – in fact, 44 in total when you include the North African region 
which shares the same continent (see http://sgp.undp.org/).
Through its decentralized delivery mechanism at the country level, the GEF SGP 
provides direct access to funding and supports eligible NGOs, community-based 
organizations (CBOs), and indigenous peoples organizations in line with the 
relevant GEF focal areas: biodiversity conservation, climate change mitigation, 
land degradation, protection of international waters, as well as sustainable forest 
management. 
In addition, the SGP has initiated activities in 7 countries in Africa on Community-
Based Adaptation to climate change (CBA) with support from different donors 
including the GEF, the government of Australia (SIDS CBA global programme), as 
well as Japan (in partnership with Africa Adaptation Programme).
Throughout Africa, SGP has worked directly with indigenous hunter-gatherers and 
pastoralist populations. We are also pleased to report that efforts in previous years 
at the UNPFII to promote the utilization of participatory video (PV) for the 
preparation of oral and video proposals have begun to bear fruit in West and 
Central Africa, with the creation of an indigenous “media hub” led by the 
indigenous NGO, Okani, in Cameroon.
Secondly, the SGP places a priority focus on support to indigenous peoples and 
local communities conserved areas and territories (ICCAs) linked to the 2020 
targets of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). In collaboration with the 
UNEP World Conservation Monitoring Centre (UNEP WCMC), the UNDP 
Environment & Energy Group has finalised a toolkit on ICCAs to be launched next 
week at the World Indigenous Network meeting (WIN) taking place in Darwin, 
Australia.
In addition, in line with the comments made by the Distinguished speaker from the 
Indigenous Peoples of Africa Coordinating Committee (IPACC), the SGP 
prioritizes projects which address the protection of traditional knowledge (TK). 
UNDP wishes to recognize the excellent collaboration which has taken place with 
the UN University (UNU) and UNESCO for the preparation and launch of a 

http://sgp.undp.org/


publication at Rio+20 on the role of indigenous and traditional knowledge in 
adapting to climate change.
In response to the distinguished representative from the African indigenous 
women’s groups, the SGP offers its help in marketing your products. Support to 
agrobiodiversity conservation is a core mandate for the programme. A catalogue of 
biodiversity products supported by the SGP in Africa and the Arab States over the 
last 10 years has recently been produced, with work underway to connect producer 
organizations through an on-line platform (www.biodiversity-products.com) 
launched in October 2012 at the 11th Conference of Parties of the CBD in India.
Thirdly, in relation to the comments made by the Chair on the topic of World 
Heritage, the SGP has been working for 12 years to develop a model for the 
Community Management of Protected Areas Conservation (COMPACT) for 
natural WH sites. The programme has been working in four (4) WH Sites in Africa 
(including one tentative list site) to increase the involvement of indigenous peoples 
and local communities in the governance of these landscapes.
A twelve year report on the COMPACT model is currently being finalized to be 
shared with the WH Committee meeting in Cambodia in June 2013. In this regard, 
SGP is in touch with indigenous experts working with IWGIA, and is working 
closely with IUCN which acts as the Advisory Body for the assessment of new WH 
nominations.
Mr. Chair, your comments on the need to recognize the important cultural values of 
indigenous peoples’ contributions to landscape stewardship in Africa are well 
noted. The SGP is working with the ‘Africa Nature’ programme of the UNESCO 
World Heritage Centre to organize a workshop in Kenya with WHS managers from 
the African continent -- provisionally to take place in September 2013. 
In conclusion, Mr Chair, the SGP looks forward to working with yourself and the 
other expert members of the UNPFII on this agenda. 
Thank you,
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