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REVIEW OF DEVELOPMENTS PRETAINING TO THE PROMOTION AND
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INDIGENOUS POPULATION

SUMMARY OF THE NORDIC SAMI COUNCIL - REPORT TO THE 1IU GENERAL ASSEMBLY

OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF INDIGENOUS PEOPLES, PANAMA SEP. 1384-

1. PREFACE

This report covers the period -from the previous General

assambly in

April-May 15S1mThe report coyerj importen Sami events during this

period and does not claim to be complete-

2. COMMUNICATION WITH OTHER INDIGENOUS PEOPLES

The comminication o.nd cooperation with other indigenous peoples
has become stronger - This has mainly been carried out through WCIP-

Nordic Sami council has also.- during this feriod? taken

an actile

part in the task of WCIP- on behalf of the WCIP> the Nordic Sam
Council (NSC)has applied -for funds through the Nordic Goverments

to establish a Lio.ison office in Geneva- The funds has been

and a Liaison office is now establish? Among other

received

duties? the

office shall represent the voices of the indigenous psoples-attend
various UN-meetings and establish contacts within the UN-system-

The NSC has also afplied and received funds for wvarious

indigenous

projects 1in Central and South America-The Nordic Sami Conference
and NSC have mo.de statements and taken actions concernin9 the

situation of the indigenous peoples in Central and South
New Caledonia etc-

3- Sami ISSUES OH NORDIC LEVEL.

America

Sine the previous WCIP- General Assembly 1in Canberra 1981? one Sanmi

Conference has been held? the 12 th Nordic Sami Conferenc
19S3- Among Resolutions passed by the Conference we would

mention the following-

<i> Border pass
At the beginning of 1933> Norway and Finland agreed
special border pass(frontier passport) to cross the
between Norway o.nd Finland- The Conferenc protested
this agreement? simply because the Sami people have

in August
like to

upON a
border
against
bef orvi and

sine the first Bordera9reement 17S1 been crossing the border

freely where ever they wanted.
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".u) FISHING
Fishing 1is o.n imforlont poOrt of the Samii iivelilinood? ejtsci ully
thie Salmon fishing 1in the northermost fo.rl5 of Finland 1nc
Norway - Traditionally? the Samil catch the Salm o n n 1ti way
back to the wupp-er course of the rivers. ft resolution wa= fotsed
by "the conferenc ? thiat unless ®Worway restricts the Salmon
fishing 1in the coasts of Samiland» NSC was 9iven the authority

by the Conferenc if needed? to take the 1issue to Internationai
level (like the United Nations >m

(ill) OIL AND GAS

ftnC'thier imFortent malloutside the coast of Samiland that

has ;ome uf durin9 thie laft y*ars* is the discovery of oil ona
gas mihe NSC and the National Sami Organizations hiave demanded

- thiat the Sami shall be included in all asFects of FlanniH9
and exploation of oil and gas in Sapmi .

- that thie Sami themselyes be given funds to conduct their
oUn research 1 on the conse”uences of thie oil and gas
development outside the Coast of Sapmi .

NORDIC COUNCIL

Thie Sami people Have not yet obtained any fp osition Ithin the Nordic
council ? which is the cooperative body of the Nordic countries
governments. m In the 1983 a froposal was sent to the Nordic Council for
the Samii to have a seat in the Council- but was rejected by Nordic

CouncileHowever ? the NSI has been invited to attend their sessions
sine 19S3e

NORDIC COUNCIL OF MINISTERS-
The Nordic Council of Ministers have sine 1373 provided NSC with

some TFfunds for cultural activities? recc mmended by the Nordic
Council»

SAMI PEOPLE IN THE SOVIET UNION

There has been very little improvement of the comeunication with the
Sami people in the Soviet Union? only very fra9mentary» However?

it should be mentioned that o sami from thie Soviet Union allended

the 1zth Nordic Sami Conferenc in HAu9ust 1383 ? this was an historic
event for all the Sami people-

THE NORDIC COUNTRIES
NORWAY

mrin9 thie previous WCIP-General Assambly in Canberra 13317
Australia? the dammin9 C'f thie Alta-Kautokeino river toas of a 9reat
concern . There has been massive Samii protest against the damming of
the river? including hunger-strikes and non-violent resistance-
The Sami people tried to frevent the dammin9 by law court but the
Sami demands were declined by the Supreme Court- Since that? the
authorities have Ffroceeded with the preparations for the building
of the power station, fts a result of the ftAlta-Kautokeino damming-
case? the Norwegian government decided in 1330 to appoint a
Committee consisting of 17 members(The Sami Rights Committee”»

c¢. Norwegian state Committee thiat is to clarify the question of
ownership to land arid waters 1in Sami areas rights and a possi-
bility of establishing a representativ body for the Samipeople in
Norway- The first part deals mainly with international rights?
the fossibility of 11he Sami to be 1incoperated in the Norwegian

constitution and establish a representativ®-bod e for the Sami
population.



it the 50xue tinie> the Norvegian govermmentlso affo: ntec a«<efnx*

Lofuful1l ee that 15 to rc¢wi ew "the Sami culturel in Norway and roke
suggestions ori ho to imimprove ltuOtloc Il ar i fy y the FOjjibi 11+1¢]
o4 Fo.TTin? 0 sami language law- Thls Cornwi+téé resently finished 1its
first reFcrt.

4.1. SWEDEN

In Tpring 1981? “he Sami lost the so colled Skattefjédlls-case 02 c case-
but won it in frin>ipel 09ainst the Swedish state mThe co.se wos oncof
the biggest ever- held in Swedish court"s history e In sepm 19S£> th$
government of Sweden affointed 0. Commlllee to deai with the foTT-
ibilities of i+r-Hn9henin9 the 1legal status of the Sami people 1n
Sweden e The Committee 1is to de0.l with questions connected to relndeer-
herdin9- clarify the need oF o r«presento.tly body +or the Sami People
Ond to su99est meOsures tXx Freserv Ond develof the Sami language
There have been several Sami protest 0,9alnst wood cutting I1n th* 5Sami
O.re0se<this is the same problem in marny areOs in Finland too)
On the cultural aspects? it should also be mentioned that an
investigation hias been mode on the sami place-names in Sweden . It has
been recommended that Sami place-names should be used more frequently
thien before*

4.2. FINLAND
The situation in Finland 1is much the s0Ome as in Norway and Swedene 1In
Finland too? there is 0. coimille workin9 on the rights of the Sami
population, but unlike the norwegian one? this is not 0. State
wppoi nted Commillee? but a working grouf. refresented both by the
authorities and Sami - The commillee hOs Published a short report co.-t4d
called "The Sami and their legal position in Finland”- 1In 1983 the
government of Finland appointed a Committee who J manddte 1is to study and
clarify the Sami culture in Finland* Thie committee sh0.11 0.l1so -Hu99est on

how to 1improve the Sami culture* Hbout half of the members of the Committe
are Samim

5- CONCLUSION
Net much ha, happend concerning thé& Sami sincf,the preyiouWC 1P -
General assambly m The change o-f attitude by the states are rather

smoll when educational? social and political matterns are concer ned
its seems much eaTier on cultural sector? there has been a rather
positive 1improvement*

The dialog between the Sami people and the Nordic Stats 1is deylopin?9
and the work done by the Working Group on 1Indigenous Populations 1is
therforc of great 1importance-



