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1. PREFACE

This report c o v e r s  the p e r i o d  -from the p r e v i o u s  G e n eral a s s a m b l y  in 
April-May 1 5 S 1 ■ The r e p o r t  coyerj imp o r ten Sami eve n t s  d u r i n g  t h i s  
period and does not cl o. i rn to be compl e t e -

2. C O M M U N I C A T I O N  WITH O T H E R  I N D I G E N O U S  P E O P L E S

The comm in i c a t i o n  o.nd c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  other i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p l e s  
has become s t r o n g e r  - T h i s  has m a i n l y  b e e n  c a r r i e d  out t h r o u g h  WCIP- 
Nordic Sami c o u ncil h a s also.- d u r i n g  t h i s  f e r i o d ? t a k e n  an a c t i1 e 
part in the task of W CIP- On b e h a l f  of the W CIP> the N o r d i c  Sami
C o u n c i l  ( N S C ) has a p p l i e d  -for f u n d s  t h r o u g h  the N o r d i c  G o v e r m e n t s  
to e s t a b l i s h  a Lio. is on o f f i c e  in Geneva- The funds has been r e c e i v e d  
and a L i a i s o n o f f i c e  is now e s t a b 1 i s h*?* A m o n g  other duties? the
office shall r e p r e s e n t  the v o i c e s  of t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  p s o p 1 es ? a t t e n d  
various U N - me e t i n g s and e s t a b 1 is h c o n t a c t s  w i t h i n  the U N - s y s t e m -  
The NSC has also a f p l i e d  and r e c e i v e d  f u n d s  for v a r i o u s  i n d i g e n o u s  
p r ojects in Central and S o u t h  A m e r i c a - T h e  N o r d i c  S a mi C o n f e r e n c e  
and NSC have mo.de s t a t e m e n t s  and t a k e n a c t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n 9  the 
s i t u a t i o n  of the i n d i g e n o u s  p e o p les in C e n tral and S o u t h  A m e r i c a  
N ew C a l e d o n i a  etc-

3- Sami ISSUES OH N O R D I C  L E V EL.

Sine the p r e v i o u s  W C IP - General A s s e m b l y  in C a n b e r r a 19 8 1 ? one Sami 
C o n f e r e n c e  has been held? the 12 th N o r d i c  Sami C o n f e r e n c  in A u g u s t  
19S3- A m o n g  R e s o l u t i o n s  p a s s e d  by t h e  C o n f e r e n c e  we w o u l d  like to 
mention the f o l l owing- 
< i > Border pass

At the b e g i n n i n g  of 1933> N o r w a y  and F i n l a n d  a g r e e d  u p on a 
special b o r d e r  p a s s ( f r o n t i e r  p a s s p o r t )  to c r o s s  the b o r d e r  
b e t w e e n  N o r w a y  o.nd Finland- The C o n f e r e n c  p r o t e s t e d  a g a i n s t  
this agr e e m e n t ?  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  the Sami p e o p l e  have bef orvi and 
sine the f i r s t  B o r d e r a 9 r e e m ent 1 7 S 1 been c r o s s i n g  the b o r d e r  
fr e e l y  w h e r e  ever they wanted.
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t h e N S C ■

'. u )  F I S H I N G

F i s h i n g  i s  o.n i m f o r 1 0. n t p 0. r t  o f  t h e  Sami i i i v e 1 1 n o  o d ? e j t s c i  1.1 I 1 y 
t hi e S a l m o n  f i s h i n g  i n t h e  n o r t h e r rn o s t f 0. r 1 5 o f  F i n l a n d  '.1. n c 
Norway - T r a d i t i o n a l l y ?  t h e S ami 1 c a t c h  t h e  S a l m o n  n 1 t i  w a y 

b a c k t o t h e  u pp-e r c o u r s e  o f  t h e  ri v e r s . ft r e  s o  1 u t i o n w a = f o t  s e d 
b y  "the c o n f e r e n c  ? t hi a t u n 1 e s s r-Norway r e s t r i c t s  t h e  Sa l m o n  

f i s h i n g  i n t h e  c o a s t s  o f  Sa m i l a n d » N S C  w a s 9 iv e n t h e  a u t hi o r i t y 

b y  t h e  C o n f e r e n c  if n e e d e d ?  t o t a k e t h e  i s s u e  t o I n t e  r n a t i o n a i 

l e v e l  ( l i k e  t h e  U n i t e d  N a t i o n s  > ■

( i l l )  O I L  A N D  G A S

ft n C't hi e r i rn F' o r t e n t rn a 1 1  o u t s i d e  t h e  c o a s t  o f  S a m i l a n d  t h a t

h a s  ; o rn e u f d u r i n 9 t hi e 1 a £ t y * a r s * is t h e d i s c o v e r y  o f  o i l  o n a 
g a s  ■ T h e  N S C  a n d t h e  N a t i o n a l  S a m i  O r g a n i z a t i o n s  hi a v e d e  rn a n d e d

- t  hi a t  t h e  S a m i  s  h  a 1 1 b e  i n c l u d e d  i n  a l l  a s F e c t  s o f  F l a  n  n i ri 9 

o. n  d e x p l o a t i o n  o f  o i l  a n  d g a s  i  n  S a p m i  .

- t h a t  t  hi e Sami t h e rn s e 1 y e s  b e  g i v e  n f u n d s  t  o c o n d u c t  t h e i r 

o U' n r e s e a r c h  i o n t h e  c o n s e ^ u e n c e s  o f  t hi e o i l  a ri d g a s

d e v e l o p m e n t  o u t s i d e  t h e  C o a s t  o f  S a p m i  .

NO R D I C  C O U N C I L
T hi e Sami p e o p l e  hi a v e n o t yet o b t a i n e d  a n y f p o s i t i o n  i t h i n the No r d i c  
council ? w h i c hi is the c o o p e r a t i v e  b o d y  o f the N o r d i c  count r i e s  
governments. ■ In the 1 9 8 3 a f r oposal was sent to the Nor d i c Co u n c i 1 f o r 
the Sami i to have o. seat i n t hi e C o uncil- b u t was r e j e c t e d  by N o r d i c  
Counci1•H o w e v e r  ? the N SI has b e e n  i n v i t e d  to a t t e n d  t heir s e s s i o n s  
sine 19 S 3•

NO R D I C  C O U N C I L  OF M I N I S T E R S -
The N o r d i c  C o u ncil of M i n i s t e r s  have s i n e  1373 p r o v i d e d  NSC w i t h  
some f u n d s  for c u l t u r al a c t i v i t i e s ?  re c c  rn rn e n d e d  by the Nordic 
Council»

SAMI P E O P L E  IN THE S O V I E T  U N I O N
There has b e e n  very li t t l e  i m p r o v e m e n t  of the c o m en u n i c a t i o n w i t h the 
Sami p e o p l e  i n t h e S o v i e t  Union ? only v e r y  f r a 9 rn e n t a r y » Ho w e v e r ? 
it s h o u l d  be m e n t i o n e d  that o sami f r o rn t hi e S o v i e t  Unio n  a 11 e n ded 
t hi e 1 Z  t h N o r d i c  Sami C o n f e r e n c  in Pi u 9 u s t 13 8 3 ? this was an h i s t o r i c  
event for all the Sami people-

4. THE N O R D I C  C O U N T R I E S
4.1. N 0 R WAY

[■ u r i n 9 t hi e p r e v i o u s  WCIP - G e n e r a l  A s s a m b l y  in Canb e r r a  13 3 1 ? 
A u s t r a l i a ?  the d a m m i n 9 C'f thie A l t a - K a u t o k e i n o  river toas of a 9 r e a t  
c o n c e r n  . T h e r e  has b e e n  rn a s s i v e Sami i p r o t e s t  a g a i n s t  the da m m i n g  of 
the river? i n c l u d i n g  h u n g e r - s t r i k e s  and n o n - v i o l e n t  r e s i s t a n c e -  
The Sa m i  p e o p l e  tried to f- r e v e n t  the d a rn rn i n 9 by law c o u r t but the 
Sami d e m a n d s  w e r e  d e c l i n e d  by the S u p r e m e  Court- S i n c e that? the 
a u t h o r i t i e s  h a v e  f- r o c e e d e d with the p r e p a r a t i o n s  for the b u i l d i n g  
of the p o w e r  station, fts a r e s u l t  of the ft Alta- K a u t o keino d a m m i n g -  
c a se? the N o r w e g i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  d e c i d e d  in 1330 to a p p o i n t  a 
C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i s t i n g  of 17 m e rn b e r s ( The Sami R i g h t s  C o m m i t t e e ^ »  
c. N o r w e g i a n  s t a t e  C o m m i t t e e  t hi a t is t o c l a r i f y  the q u e s t i o n  of 
o w n e r s h i p  to land arid w a t e r s  in Sami a r e a s  r i g h t s  and a p o s s i 
b i l i t y  of e s t a b l i s h i n g  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v body for the Sami p e o p l e  in 
Norway- The f i r s t  part d e a l s  m a i n l y  with i n t e r n a t i o n a l  rights? 
the f  o s s ib i 1 i t y o f 11 h e Sami t o be i n c o p  e r a t e d in t h e N o r w e g i a n  
c o n s t i t u t i o n  and e s t a b l i s h  a representativ'-bod e for the Sami 
p o p u l a t i o n .



ü t t he 5 0. rue t i nie > t h e  Norwegian government 1 s o a f f o :  n t e c  a « <-• f n >r *

L o fu fu 1 11 ee t h a t  15 t o r ç w i  e w "the S a m i  c u l t u r e l  i n N o r w a y  a n d r.i o k- e 
s u g g e s t i o n s  o r'i h o t o i rri i m p r o v e  1 t u 0.t 1 o c l a r i f y  y t h e F O j j i b i  1 1  + 1 ¿ j
o -í Fo.îîin? 0 s a m i  l a n g u a g e  l a w - T hi 1 s Corn ru i + t ê è  r e s e n t l y  f i n i s h e d  its 
f i r s t  re F c r t .

4 . 1 .  S W E D E N

In î p r i n g  1 9 8 1 ?  “the Sa m i  l o s t  t h e  s o c o l l e d  S k a t t e f j ä l l s - c a s e  0.2 c. c a s e -  

b u t  w o n  it in f- r i n >: i p e 1 0.9 a i n s t t h e  Swe d i s h  st a t e  ■ T h e  co.se w o. s o nc o f 

t h e  b i g g e s t  ever- h e 1 d in Sw e d i s h  c o u r t ' s  h i s t o r y  • In s e p ■ 1 9 S £ > t h <5 
g o v e r n m e n t  o f  S w e d e n  a f f o i n t e d 0. C o rn m 1 11 e e t o d e a i w i t h t h e  f o î î -  

i b i l i t i e s  o f  i+r-H n 9 h e n 1 n 9 t h e  l e g a l  s t a t u s  o f t h e  S ami p e o p l e  1 n 
S w e d e n  • T h e C o m m i t t e e  is t o  d e 0.1 w i t h q u e s t i o n s  c o n n e c t e d  t o r e 1 n d e e r - 
h e r d 1 n 9 - c l a r i f y  t h e  n e e  d o -F o. r « p r e s e  n to. t 1 y b o d y  -F o r t h e  Sa m i  P e o p l e  

0. n d to s u 9 9 e s t rn e 0. s u r e s  t >:< F r e s e  r v 0. n d d e  v e 1 o f t h e  S a m i  l a n g u a g e
T h e r e  h a v e b e e  n s e v e r a 1 S a m i  p r o t e s t  0,9 a 1 n s t w o o d  c u t t i n g  1 n t h * 5 Sami 

0. r e 0. s • < t h i s is t h e  s a rn e p r o b l e  rn i n rn a ri y a r e 0. s i n F i n l a n d  t o o )

O n  t h e  c u l t u r a l  a s p e c t s ?  it s h o u 1 d a l s o  b e  m e n t i o n e d  t h a t  a n

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  hi a s b e e  n rn o. d e o n  t h e  s a m i  p l a c e - n a m e s  in S w e d e n  . It h a s 

b e e  n r e c o  rn rn e n d e d  t h a t S a m i  p l a c e - n a m e s  s h o u l d  b e  u s e d  rn o r e -f r e q u e n t l y  

t hi e n b e f o r e *

4 . 2 .  F I N L A N D
T h e s i t u a t i o n  in F i n l a n d  i s rn u c h t h e s 0. rn e a s i n N o r w a y  a n d S w e d e n • I n 

F i n l a n d  too? t h e  r e is 0. c o in m i 1 1  e w o r k i n 9 o n t h e  r i g h t s  of t h e  Sa m i  

p o p u l a t i o n ,  b u t  u n l i k e  t h e  n o r w e g i a n  o n e ?  t h i s  is n o t 0. S t a t e  

■?. p p o i  n t e d  C o rn m i 1 1  e e ? b u t  a w o r k i n g g r o u f . r e f r e s e n t e d b o t h b y t ht e 

a u t h o r i t i e s  a ri d Sa m i  • T h e  c o rn rn i 1 1  e e h 0. s P u b l i s h e d  a s h o r t  r e p o r t  c-o.-t4-d 

c a l l e d  " T h e  S a m i  a n d  t h e i r  l e g a l  p o s i t i o n  in F i n l a n d " -  In 1 9 8 3  t h e  

g o v e r n m e n t  of F i n l a n d  a p p o i n t e d  a C o m m i t t e e  w h o  j m a n d ó t e  is t o  s t u d y  a n d  
c l a r i f y  t h e  S a m i  c u l t u r e  in F i n l a n d *  T hi e c o m m i t t e e  s h 0.1 1 0.1 s o -i u 9 9 e s t o n 

h o w  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e  S a m i  c u l t u r e *  H b o u t  h a l f  o f  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C o m m i t t e  

a r e S a m i ■

5- C O N C L U S I O N

Net m u c h  h o. s  h a p p e n d c o n c e r n i n g  t h & Sa m i  sin cf, t h e  p r e y i o u W C I P  - 
G e n e r a l  a s s a m b l y  ■ T h e  c h a n g e  o -f a t t i t u d e  by the s t a t e s  a r e  r a t h e r  
s rn o 1 1 w h e n  e d u c a t i o n a l ?  s o c i a l  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  m a t t e r  n s a r e  c o n c e r  n e d 
its s e e m s  rn u c h  eaî i e r o n c u l t ura1 s e c t o r ?  t h e r e  hi a s b e e  n a r a t h e  r 

p o s i t i v e  i m p r o v e m e n t *

T he  d i a l o g  b e t w e e n  t h e  S a m i  p e o p l e  a n d  t h e  N o r d i c  S t a t s  is de y 1 o p i n 9 
and the w o r k  d o n e  b y  t h e  W o r k i n g  G r o u p  o n  I n d i g e n o u s  P o p u l a t i o n s  is 

t h e r -f o rc o -f g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e -


