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Mr. Chairman,

First  of  all,  let  m e  c o n g r a t ul at e  with  your  el e c ti o n  a s  c h air  for  this  imp o rt a n t  b o d y ,  a n d  
s e c o n d l y  c o n g r a t ul at e  th e  Exp ert  Mech a ni s m  for  its  pr o g r e s s  rep o rt.

 Mr. Pre si d e n t ,

Allow  m e  to  ref er  to  our  o w n  ex p e ri e n c e  a s  a  b a c k g r o u n d  w h e n  c o m m e n t i n g  o n  your  rep o rt.

Th e  Sa mi  Parlia m e n t ,  or  “Sa m e d i g g i ” ,  w a s  e s t a b li s h e d  by  th e  Sa mi  Act in  1 9 8 7  a s  a  sp e c i a l  
el e c t e d  b o d y  for  th e  Sa mi  to  b e c o m e  th e  repr e s e n t a ti v e  le giti m a t e  v oi c e  of  th e  Sa mi  
p o p ul ati o n  livin g  in  Norw a y .  Th e  a ct  d o e s  n ot  d e c i d e  in  len gt h  o n  th e  d e c i si o n - m a k i n g  
aut h o rity  of  th e  Sa mi  parlia m e n t ,  but  c o n s titut e s  th at  “th e  Sa mi  Parlia m e n t  h a s  th e  p o w e r  of  
d e c i si o n  w h e n  this  follo w s  fro m  ot h e r  pr o vi si o n s  in  th e  Act or  is  ot h e r w i s e  laid  d o w n ” .  Th e  
Norw e g i a n  n ati o n a l  parlia m e n t  a g r e e d  with  th e  Gov e r n m e n t  th at  aut h o rity  of  th e  Sa mi  
Parlia m e n t  s h o u l d  d e v e l o p  in  a c c o r d a n c e  with  th e  will  of  th e  Sa mi  Parlia m e n t  a n d  th e  
Norw e g i a n  s o c i e t y  a s  a  w h o l e .
Th e  first  Sa mi  Parlia m e n t  w a s  op e n e d  in  1 9 8 9 .

Th e  ILO Gen e r a l  Conf er e n c e  h a d  in  Jun e  th e  s a m e  y e a r  a d o p t e d  th e  ILO-c o n v e n t i o n  1 6 9  o n  
th e  Rights  of  Indig e n o u s  a n d  Trib al  Pe o pl e s  in  ind e p e n d e n t  c o u n tri e s .  Norw a y  ratifie d  this  
c o n v e n t i o n  a s  th e  first  st at e  o n  Jun e  2 0 th  1 9 9 0  a n d  th er e b y  e n g a g e d  its elf  in  le g a l  prin cipl e s  
dir e c tly  rel e v a n t  to  th e  Sa mi  p e o p l e s ’  right s  to  particip at e  in  th e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  pr o c e s s e s  .  

As m e n ti o n e d  by  Th e  Exp ert  m e c h a n i s m  in  its  int eri m  rep o rt  th e  ILO-c o n v e n t i o n  is  still th e  
o nly  int er n a ti o n a l  le g a lly  bin di n g  instru m e n t  with  dir e c t  rel e v a n c e  to  indi g e n o u s  p e o p l e s  
right s  a n d  th e  c orr e s p o n d i n g  st at e  o bli g a ti o n s .  Th er e  h a s ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e e n  n o  re vi si o n  in  th e  
Sa mi  Act w hi c h  inclu d e s  in  particul ar  th e  c o n s u lt ati o n  o bli g a ti o n s  n or  th e  o bli g a ti o n  to  int er a c t  
with  Sa mi  ex pr e s s e d  prioritie s .    

Th e  curr e n t  c o n s u lt ati o n  arr a n g e m e n t  w a s  e s t a b li s h e d  in  2 0 0 5  aft er  th e  Norw e g i a n  
Parlia m e n t  h a d  a c c e p t e d  th e  o bli g a ti o n  to  c o n s u lt  with  th e  Sa mi  Parlia m e n t  b ef o r e  
c o n c l u d i n g  a n d  a d o p ti n g  th e  lan d- right s  le gi sl ati o n  in  th e  n ort h e r n m o s t  c o u n t y  Finn m a r k .  Th e  
a gr e e m e n t  ref er s  to  th e  o bli g a ti o n s  th e  Nor w e g i a n  st at e  h a v e  a c c o r d i n g  to,  inp artic ul ar,  th e  
ILO-c o n v e n t i o n  1 6 9 .

Th e  c o n s u lt ati o n  a g r e e m e n t  h a v e ,  ind e e d ,  h a d   p o s itiv e  influ e n c e  of  th e  Sa mi  Parlia m e n t s  
rol e  in  th e  d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  rel at e d  to  Sa mi  int er e s t s  a n d  in  m o s t  c a s e s  re s ult e d  in  
a gr e e m e n t .  Th er e  h a v e ,  h o w e v e r ,  b e e n  s o m e  difficulti e s  w h e n  d e a li n g  with  p olitici a n s  or  
bur e a u c r a t s  that  d o e s  n ot  al w a y s  pay  th e  n e c e s s a r y  re s p e c t  to  th e  a g r e e d  pr o c e d u r e s .  In 
th at  re s p e c t  w e  ar e  w aitin g  for  m o r e  imp e r a ti v e  c o n s u lt ati o n  pr o c e d u r e s  to  b e  d e c i d e d  by  
la w.  



It s h o u l d  al s o  b e  o b s e r v e d  that  w e  ex p e ri e n c e  m o r e  difficultie s  to  o bt a i n  a gr e e m e n t  in  
m a tt e r s  w h e r e  m a j o r  n ati o n a l  or  int er n a ti o n a l  e c o n o m i c  inter e s t s  ar e  inv ol v e d .  This  m e a n s  in  
m o s t  c a s e s  m a tt e r s  w h e r e  th e  n ati o n a l  aut h o riti e s  ar e  e n g a g e d  in  le gi sl ati o n  or  
a d m i ni str ativ e  d e c i s i o n s  rel at e d  to  d e v e l o p m e n t s  like  oil-  a n d  g a s ,  mi n e r a l s  or  e n e r g y -
pr o d u c ti o n  a n d  w h e r e  , th er e  ar e  ar g u e d  that  n ati o n a l  int er e s t s  ar e  inv ol v e d .  Th e s e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  pr oj e c t s  ar e  at  th e  s a m e  tim e  oft e n  cr e a ti n g  v er y  n e g a ti v e  imp a c t s  o n  th e  Sa mi  
p e o p l e s ’  d aily  life  a n d  int er e s t s  b e c a u s e  th e s e  d e v e l o p m e n t s  al m o s t  al w a y s  repr e s e n t  los s  of  
lan d s  a n d  c h a n g e s  in  th e  w a y  of  life  a n d  in  th e  s o c i a l  a n d  cultur al  life  in  th e  aff e c t e d  ar e a .

In this  a s p e c t  a n d  with  ref er e n c e  to  par a .  2 4  –  4 0  a n d  8 7  a n d  8 8  of  th e  interi m  rep o rt,  w e  
s h o u l d  lik e  to  re s p o n d  o n  o n e  of  th e  is s u e s  rais e d  by  th e  m e m b e r  of  th e  Exp ert m e c h a n i s m ,  
Mr.  John  Henrik s e n ,  w h e n  c o m m e n t i n g  o n  th e  iss u e  of  fre e ,  prior  a n d  infor m e d  c o n s e n t .   We  
fully a gr e e  th at  th er e  ar e ,  or  at  le a s t  s h o u l d  b e ,  a  re q uir e m e n t  for  a  qu alifie d  c o n s e n t  b ef o r e  
a ctin g  o n  iss u e s  w h e r e  th e  indi g e n o u s  int er e s t s  a m o u n t  to  b e  of  vital  m e a n i n g  a n d  
c o n s titut e s  th e  v er y  b a s e s  for  th eir  w a y  of  life  a n d  th eir  cultur e.  A re q uir e m e n t  for  c o n s e n t  
w o u l d  e s t a b li s h  str o n g e r  eff ort s  to  m e e t  th e  indi g e n o u s  p e o p l e s  n e e d s  in  th e  a ct u a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t s .  
In this  c o n t e x t ,  w e  ar e  fully a w a r e  of  curr e n t  le a r ni n g  rel at e d  to  th e  c o n s u lt ati o n  
arr a n g e m e n t s  un d e r  th e  ILO-c o n v e n t i o n  1 6 9 ,  s a yi n g  that  th e  right  to  b e  c o n s u lt e d ,  d o e s  n ot  
m e a n  a  rig ht  to  v et o  o n  iss u e s  w h e r e  a g r e e m e n t  c a n  n ot  b e  re a c h e d .  A re q uir e m e n t  for  
c o n s e n t  c o ul d  a v oi d  to o  e a rly  c o n c l u s i o n s  in  th e  m o s t  d e m a n d i n g  iss u e s ,  sp e c i a lly  in  
situ ati o n s  w h e r e  a  d e v e l o p m e n t  pr oj e c t  w o ul d  h a v e  a n  imp a c t  o n  th e  futur e  indi g e n o u s  
us a g e  of  parts  of  th eir  territory  a n d  w h e r e  th e  re aliz ati o n  of  th e  pla n n e d  d e v e l o p m e n t s  w o u l d  
in  fact  re s ult  in  th e  lo s s  of  lan d  a n d  c o n s e q u e n t l y  for c e d  re m o v a l  fro m  a n c e s t e r a l   lan d s .  

We  str o n g l y  re c o m m e n d  th e  Exp ert  Mech a ni s m e  to  c o n ti n u e  to  el a b o r a t e  o n  th e s e  
qu e s ti o n s .

Th a n k  You  Mister  Chair m a n  


