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Mr. Chairman,

ﬁrdt of all, fet me conjratufate Wit[]our efection as chKair ﬁr this imfortant ﬁ'or['}/, and
Jecont[f] conjratu/ate the fxfert JZ:cFaniJm ﬁr it&frOJreJJ reJoort.

571?{; gsreait[ent,

:;?//ow me to refer to our own exJaerience as a [acfjrounJ when commentz'nj on your reJaort.

Tke csamz' gjar/iament, or lcgametfz'jji”, was establisked b:}/ the c3amz' %{:t in 1987 as a JJaecia/
elected ﬁofy ﬁr the Sami to become the representative Jegitimate voice oft/fe Sami
population fz'w'nj in %rw‘ay. Tke act does not decide in /enjthd on the Jeci&z’on—ma{inj
autﬁon’t}/ oft/:e Sami Jaar/z'ament, but constitutes that ‘the dami g)’ar/iament fas the power of
decision when this ﬁffowa‘ ﬁom other provisions in the et or is otherwise Jaid down . The
WngEjian natz’ona/far/z’ament ajreet[ with the ;(z‘overnment that autfority of the dami
Parfiament skould develop in accordance with the Wz'/foft/fe Sami Parfiament and the
W;rw'eyian Jocz’ety as a whole.

7[9 ﬁl‘Jﬂ zgamz' ﬂjarfiament was 0]98118[[ in 1989.

The ﬂ@genera/ (Gonference kad in(l;uze the same year adopted the JLOconvention 169 on
the &/ft& ofﬁtﬁjenoubc and Iribal :ﬁof/e& in independent countries. W;rwa] ratzﬁet[ this
convention as the ﬁrst state on Jum 20 % 1990 and t/zderel;}/ enjajet[ z't.seff‘z'n feja/(]arincz:p/ew

Jz’rect{}/ relevant to the dami Jaeojafe&’ nj/fts to participate in the decision- mm@nj processes

%mentionet[ é:}/ Tke fmfert mechanism in its interim report the ﬂr@fonvention is stifl the
on{}/ international feja/{}/ 51'711[1'71j instrument with direct relevance to z'nt[i"jenou.r Joeo]a/e.r

réy”t& and the ccrreo‘font[inj state oli_fz:yations. There FKas, Koewever, heen no revision in the
Sami g%ctw'/:z'c/f includes z'nJaartz’cu/ar the consultation o[fz’jationJ nor the ob'/z:jratz'on to interact

with Sami expressed priorities.

Jke current consultation arrangement was established in 2004 aﬁer the %rwejian
Pariament Fad accepted the o[;fz'jatz'on to consult with the Sami Parfiament ﬁefore
concfu([z'nj and az[oftz'nj the Jand- nly/tdtcs fejz'dfatz'on in the northernmost county T;'nnmark‘. The
agreement referJ to the o[w_/z:]atz'ons the W;rwejz'an state kave accort[z'nj to, infarticufar, the
ﬂ@fonventz’on 169.

The consultation agreement kave, indeed, FKad positive z'nﬂuence oft/lde Sami ?arfiament.s
rofe in the decision- mak‘inj refated to dami interests and in most cases resulted in
ajreement. Tkhere Fave, however, heen some tﬁﬁ‘h‘u/tie.f when cfeafz'nj Witﬁ(pofitician& or
bureaucrats that dees not afway& pay the necessary respect to the agreed procedures. In
that respect we are waiting for more imperative consultation procedures to he decided é:}/

Jaw.



Jeskould afso be observed that we experience more diﬁcu/tz’e& to obtain agreement in
matters where major national or international economic interests are involved. Jkis means in
most cases matters where the naticnal authorities are enjajeJ in ftyi&fﬂtz’on or

administrative decisions related to developments fike oil- and gas, minerals or energy-
production and where , there are argued that national interests are involved. These
z[evefofment Jarcject& are at the same time oﬁen creating very negative impacts on the Sami
(7980(79/8&" zfaz’{}/ ﬁﬁ and interests because these t[eVefoJamentJ almost a[wayw represent Joss of
Jands and cFanjeJ in the way of/z_'fé and in the social and culturaS /z_'ﬁe in the affectec[ area.

In this aspect and with reference to para. 24 - 40 and 87 and 88 of the interim report, we
skould fz'fe to re&Joon([ on one oft/:e issues raised b:}/ the member oft/fe ijsertmec/ldanidm,
y‘z:.qzv;ﬁn ?f;nrifsen, when commenting on the issue ofﬁee, prior and informec[ consent. We
fu/{y agree that there are, or at feaJt should be, a reyuz'rement ﬁr a Yuafzﬁet[ consent [efore
acting on issues where the indigenous interests amount to be ofvita/meaninj and
constitutes the very bases ﬁr their way of/zﬁ and their culture. %rsquz’rement flvr consent
would establisk stronger eﬁ‘ort.s to meet the z'nz[z;yenouef Jaeo]a[eJ needs in the actual
developments.

ﬁtlfz’& context, we are fu/f aware of current /earnz'nj related to the consultation
arrangements under the I COconvention 169, saying that the right to be consulted, dees not
mean a rz;y/:t to veto on issues where agreement can not be reacked. %reguz’rement ﬁr
consent could avoid too ear{y conclusions in the most t[emant[inj issues, erciaf{}/ in
situations where a development project would Kave an impact on the future indigenous

usage offart& oft/rez'r territor}/ and where the realization oft/;e Ja/annet[ Jeve/ofmenta would
z'nfact result in the Joss offant[ and conJequent{}/ forcec[ removal ﬁom ancesteral Jands.

We Jtronj/y recommend the fmfert ﬂz:cﬁaniJme to continue to efaborate on these

Yueo“tz'cn.r.

y/;ank‘ %u %er Ghairman



