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Mr. President

The Syrian Arab Republic welcomes the convening of this panel and

thanks the panelists for their valuable contributions.

Over the past decades, the United Nations has played a key role in
ending colonization, but the legacy of colonialism and associated
manifestations of economic exploitation and the increasing rates of
poverty and inequality among States continue to exist and impede the
effective enjoyment of human rights. The policy of imposing
unilateral coercive measures against developing countries, which
impede their developmental. efforts and violate the fundamental rights
of their peoples, including the right to development, reflects a colonial
mentality that controls the policies of the former colonial Powers.
Systemic racism, racial discrimination and xenophobia in Western
States and contemporary forms of slavery continue to be persistent
manifestations of human rights violations whose emergence is linked
to colonialism, the elimination of which requires the fulfilment of the
commitments contained in the documents of the Durban Conference,
the holding of States responsible for the repercussions of their colonial

policies and practices and the elimination of their legacies.

Confronting the human rights violations committed in colonial
contexts requires a firm response against the crimes and violations of

human rights of the Israeli occupation in the Occupied Palestinian



Territory, including Jerusalem, and in the occupied Syrian Golan, and
an end to this settler colonialism, which continues to subject the
Palestinian people and Syrian citizens of the occupied Golan to a
policy of apartheid and demographic change in favor of the
establishment of their illegal colonial settlements. The United Nations
has a particularly historic responsibility under its relevant resolutions
to end this settler colonialism and in holding it accountable for its
crimes and violations of human rights and for its systematic racist

practices, apart from double standards.

Thank you



