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Dialogue with the Special Rapporteur on the rights of indigenous peoples and the Chair of
the Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples with regard to indigenous
human rights defenders
Submitted by the: Forest Peoples Programme (UK), Natural Justice (South Africa), Sengwer Indigenous
Peoples Programme (Kenya), Forest Indigenous Peoples Network (Kenya), International Work Group on
Indigenous Affairs (IWGIA), Rakhaing Women Union (Myanmar), National Khoi San Council (South Africa).

lntroduction:

1.

This moming; the IIN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Ms Victoria
Tauli-Corpuz made reference to her recent report to the General Assembly on the theme of
conservation and human rights. Similarly, the Special Rapporteur on Human Rights and
Environment Prof John Knox in his latest report also highlighted the need for fuither action to
be taken by States and the conservation community.

2.

Last week, the Sengwer indigenous people reported actions by the Kenya Forest Service to
burn their houses in a move to remove them from their lands in the Cherangany Hills, in the
guise of protection of water towers in a project earlier funded by the World Bank and
currently by the European Union.

3.

Given the long-standing problems faced by indigenous peoples, who continue to assert their
rights to remain in their ancestral lands in the face of conservation actions, it is urgent for the
three IIN mechanisms on the rights of indigenous peoples, the EMRIP, the Special
Rapporteur and fIN Permanent Forum, to collaborate together, to make an impact on the
outstanding challenges in the field of conservation and human rights.

RECOMMENDATIONS:
We call on the Permanent Forum to:

a)

Take the lead in convening an Expert Group Meeting on Conservation and Human Rights in
2018, in collaboration with the LIN Expert Mechanism on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples
and the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples, to further explore
options for tIN action to promote and protect the rights of indigenous peoples in the context
of conservation activities, recognising that conservation science makes very clear that
securing indigenous peoples communify tenure rights is the surest basis for effective, as well
asjust, conservation;

b)

Develop an Expert Report on Conservation and the Rights of Indigenous Peoples to follow-up
the recommendations and reports of the UN Special Rapporteur on the Rights of Indigenous

UN Special Rapporleur on Environment and Human Rights and to inform the
work ofrelevant IIN agencies and conventions;
Peoples and the

c)

Pursue its recommendations to key global conservation organisations, with a focus on the
members of the Conservation and Human Rights Initiative, and to request CHRI members to
report in 2018 to the Forum on the implementation of the Initiative;

d)

Urge the International Union for the Conservation of Nature (IUCN) to establish a Task Force
on Conservation and Human Rights to work with indigenous peoples' organisations to clearly
articulate the rights of indigenous peoples in the context of conservation initiatives, and to

continue

to promote grievance mechanisms and

avenues

to

redress

in the context of

conservation action, including the Whakatane Mechanism;

e)

Urge Intemational Financial Institutions, the European Commission and other donors to apply
the strongest possible safeguards in the financing of conservation programmes and projects,
including climate change mitigation and adaptation actions, and to recognise community
tenure as the most effective basis for effective and sustainable conservation, while upholding
the rights of human rights defenders.

4.

The UN Permanent Forum on Indigenous Issues has made a number of recommendations on
the issue of conservation and human rights which to date remain largely unimplemented.'

Particular attention has been given by the Forum to the critical issue of free, prior and
informed consent of the relevant indigenous peoples "before the declaration or in the
management of any protected area which may affect them".'
*
5.

At its 9m session, the Conservation and Human Rights Initiative established by nine large
conservation organisations was welcomed by the Permanent Forum, while recommending that
these conservation organisations ensure the full participation of indigenous peoples in the
implementation of the Initiative and provide redress and restitution for indigenous peoples
who have been evicted as a result ofconservation projects.

'See database of UNPFII recommendations - state of implementation, e.g. Session 7 #91 and Session 9 #158)
(https://esa.un.orglunpfiidata/UNPFII-Recommendations-Database-list.aspl
, See for instance at the 9,n Session of the UNPFII: "The Permanent Forum welcomes the announcement during this session
of the Conservation Initiative on Human Rights by eight global conservation organizations ... which aims to promote the
integration of human rights in conservation policy and practice, based on their common interest in promoting positive
links between conservation and rights of people to secure their livelihoods, enjoy healthy and productive environments
and live with dignity. The Forum recommends that these conservation organizations ensure the full participation of
indigenous peoples in the implementation of the Initiative. The Forum further recommends that conservation
organizations that have projects that have led to the eviction of indigenous peoples from their forests provide redress and
restitution to such victims."

