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Item 4-Huxan Righ:ç 

hfadam Chairperson, 

Thad< you for g:vifig me yet anothzr oppo~tunity to address this foruiil. 1 am Legborsi Saro Pyagbara -- 

The situation of human rights and fundamental freedoins of Indigenous yeoples al1 over the world i-elnains precarious. 

To us iil Ogo:îi and our hrothers in the Nige; Delta, the eïijoymeni of human rights is still a very distant luxury as we 
daily face the eiloiil~ity of \.iolations of zll the fu11llainei:tal humail r i l l~ t s  diat the United Natioils set out to protect over 

fifty years aga in Our erza. Our trees, our aniinals, our waters and the ?iai:ls con:inue to faIl under the devastatinç 

'firepower of the violations of our fuildamental huinan rigl~ti .  

h4adam Chairpersoil acd iilembzrs of this Foruiii, the yeai- 2005 rnarlcs a special year for the Ogoni people, the peoples 

of the Niger Delta a d .  lo~.ers  aild protectors of the enviroimrnt al1 over the world. This year :xarl:ed the tenth year 

since 111e rnilitary cstablis!irm: in Nigeria led by Gcn. Saimi P.bacha marchrd nine Ogom soiîs iilcl~~di!lg the 
chai-ismatic Ogoni leadrr and defendcr of the eïivironmrnt, Ken Sa-O Kiwa  t!m eerie inon ing  of November 1 O >  1995 
io the gallon~s whcre rhey ~ ~ e r e  hznged for standing up :O dernand resprct fai. t11r Indigeiious rights of the Ogoni people 

ami other I n d i g m ~ 1 ~ s  c o ~ x n ~ m i t i e s  il? the Yiger Delta. nei very violation of the highest 1:umr.n riglits-The Right to life 
stiil contjïiues in t!le Delta. 

Tl12 co!!aborative flamzs of S!îcll ti-at siluffed live out of Ken Saro \Vix-a 2nd fellow com.patriots still dot tlie N:_ser 

Delta sky!ine till today. l h r  inailgrove trecs for which Ken Saro Wiwa and o~hers  laid down their lives continue to be 

tixeatened by the 3ares of the oi! coiilpailies and maily had Ealle:~ to the toxicity of oil spills. 

Fo~lowing the hanging of Ken Saro W i ~ v a  an3 CO., rhe Lhited Nations Secretary General, sent a Fact Finding team to 

Nigeria. The train \ r i ~ l i d  OSO~II and i;ladc :-ecoincîenda:io~~s to the go\;en;inent, some of which iilclude redress to the 

Ogoi i  People including h a n c i a l  relief to the survivors and assistance in iciproving ihe socio-economic conditions of 

th? Ogo~li  people and the Yiger Deka in general. 'fet in the inter\~eiliilg years, nothing l-ias l lq~pened to the 

recoixnendatioils. The Nigeria govei-ilrx~lt 1:2s co:lsigxed the report and its i-ecoilimendatio~~s to the dustbii~ of hisrory. 

The saine level of iilîpü-iity 112s also Seen ineted to the African Co;?:miçsion ruling in the case betweeri the Nigeria 

govenment and the 0goi;i people. 

Disri~-ig~~ished mcrnbrrç of this f ~ n i i ~ ~ .  will you continiie to keep qciet  hile the Nigeria g o v e ~ u n e n t  go away with this 

levd of brazen impunity tlxt touchrs oii the very relevance of this Fcmm to meot the aspirations of Indigcnous people: 

al1 over the worldl 

In two separate reports recently! the Xigeria govenunent uii.as conde~nned for the increasii-ig \?iolations of humail right: 

of peoples in the Niger Delta hy bot11 state and non-state actors. Ir1 the report titled "Nigeria: Are  human  rights in thi 

pipeline". A ~ m c s t y  Iilferrîationni accused the Nigerian goi7enunent of failing to "rigorously protecl human riglits" ir 



the Niger Delta. This failure, the orgaiizatioil said, is f~~e l i ng  violatioiis of civil, political, ecoi-ioi-i-iic, social and cultural 

rights in the oil-rich area. The report examined humail rights relatii-ig to the practices of some oil companies. 

Speaking in tlie same vein, the Special Represeiltative of the Secretary-General on Human Rights Defenders, wlio 

ended her visit to Nigeria about a week ago also condeiniled environmental damage in oil produciilg communities in 

the Niger Delta region, w l~ i c l~  accordiilg to 11er creates social difficulties and 11ealtl-i problems. She also said that human 

rights group in the country are operating in a state of ii-isecurity. 

Madain Chairperson, between 2003 and 2004, ilot less thail seventy Ogoni persons were arrested for their continuing 

ii-isistence on the Nigeria govei-nment to address the questions that had beeii raised by the Ogoni Struggle. Withiil this 
period, 1 was arrested and detained twice by the govenuneilt. 

Siinilarly, the Rivers State govenunent had eil-ibarlted on the deinolitioil and forced e\.ictioils of people froin an area of 

Port Harcourt called the Agip Waterfronts. As the people were forcefully evicted, the govenunent made no altemative 

provisions for them violating their rights to housiilg. About five tliousand Ogoni people has been affected. A case of 

double displacement for people who have been earlier displaced froin their hoines in Ogoni during the military 

repression. 

In this saine vein, even the political rights of the Ogoiii people are being denied theiii. They continue to suffer lack of 

participation in the political process because of the faulty electoral process in the country. 

Madain Chairperson, in tlie light of these, we respectf~~lly deinaild that: 

1 .The Permanent Foniin, as a mark of solidarity with the suffering Indigenous Ogoni People on the tenth anniversary of 

the Conlrneinoratioil of the hanging, requests the Nigeria govenunent to clear the naines of the Ogoni nine fron-i the 

terrible criines which were imputed to their naines. In doing this, we are not demandiiig ailything that is iîew. The 

present governient has cleared the names of soine people from the inajority tribes who were falsely accused by the 

Abacha govenuneilt. An example is Gen Shehu Musa Yar Adua who 11as gotten national edifices and inonuiiients in his 

honour but Saro Wiwa and CO. coiitinue to suffer this indigity even in death because tl~ey are froin a powerless 

Indigeiious Conununity. 

2. The Special Rapporteur on Indigenous Peoples issues an urgent alert to the Nigeria govenunent on the deteriorating 

situation of humail rights in the country and also tlie iiitense pressure 011 the Ogoi-ii people and their neighbours in the 

Niger Delta. 

3. The Permanent Foniin request the goveninlent of Nigeria to stop tlie deiuolitions and forced evictions of people 

including about 5000 Ogoni people froin the Agip Oil Water fronts in Port Harcourt and make arrangements for the 

resettleineilt of those whose hoines have been demolished. 

4. The Nigeria govenmlent and U N .  agencies give support to ihe Nigeria's Huinan Riglits Conunission to monitor the 

respect for Indigenous rights aiid to indigenous conxn~ii~ities. 

5. That the Nigeria govenmieiit ends the militarizatioi-i of the Niger Delta. 

Tliank you for listening. 


