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ANOTHER "SCRAP OF P A P E R " 

THE HALDIMAND TREATY OF 1784-

Royal Seal—Frederick Haldimand, Captain General and Governor in Chief of Quebec, etc., etc., 
General and Commander in Chief of His Majesty's Forces in the said Province and 
territories thereof, etc., etc. 

" WHEREAS HIS MAJESTY having been pleased to 
" direct that in consideration of the early attachment to his cause manifested by the 
" Mohawk Indians, and of the loss of their Settlement which they thereby sustained 
" that a convenient Tract of Land under His protection should be chosen as a safe and 
" comfortable Retreat for them and others of the Six Nations who have either lost their 
" Settlement within the Territory of the American States, or wish to retire from them to 
" the British—I have at the earnest desire of many of these His Majesty's faithful Allies 
" purchased a Tract of Land from the Indians situated between the Lakes Ontario, Erie 
" and Huron, AND I do hereby in His Majesty's Name authorise and permit the said 
" Mohawk Nation and such others of the Six Nations Indians as wish to settle in that 
" Quarter, to take possession of and settle upon the Banks of the River commonly called 
" Ouse or Grand River, running into Lake Erie, allotting to them for that purpose Six 
" Miles deep from each side of the River beginning at Lake Erie and extending in that 
" proportion to the Head of the said River, which THEM and THEIR Posterity are to 
" enjoy for ever. 

" GIVEN Under my Hand and Seal at Arms at the Castle of St. Lewis at Quebec 
" this twenty-fifth day of October, One thousand seven hundred and eighty-four and in 
" the Twenty-fifth Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord George the Third by the 
" Grace of God of Great Britain, France and Ireland, King Defender of the Faith and 
" so forthe." 

" By His Excellency Command, 

" (Signed), R. MATHEWS. 

" FRED. HALDIMAND." 

AND N O W ! 
GRATITUDE ? 

CANADIAN POLITICIAN : LOOK UT Y'HERE, OLD TIMER. YOU'VE BIN L IV ING 

UNDER "OUR PROTECTION" THIS MANY YEARS, AND NOW WE WANTS 

YER CARCASE. 
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TRAGIC PLIGHT 
OF THE 

SIX NATIONS (IROQUOIS) INDIANS. 

Once again leave is requested to bring to the attention of the League of Nations the deplorable 
condition that the Six Nations (Iroquois) Indians are reduced by the aggressive and tyrannical 
treatment received at the hands of their neighbours the Canadian Government with the full 
concurrence of the English Government which granted the Canadian Colony an extensive measure 
of self-government by virtue of the British North American Act 1867, since enlarged to that of 
Dominion Status. I t is well-known that both of these Governments are members of the League of 
Nations. 

As long ago as September 4th, 1923, Chief Deskaheh on behalf of the Council of the Six 
Nations of Brantford, Ontario, petitioned the League of Nations the purport of which document 
it is considered was sufficient to justify the assumption that the Iroquois Confederacy was in im
minent danger of disintegration and that a prima facie case had been made out to justify the inter
vention of the League. 

Reference is now made to document C. 154 M. 34, 1924, VII. of the League of Nations' Official 
Journal. From which it would appear from a note of the Secretary-General, then Mr. Eric 
Drummond, that 

" The Government of Canada having become aware that a paper entitled " The Red 
" Man's appeal for justice " has been distributed through un-official channels to the various 
" delegations at the last Assembly, has prepared a statement in the matter of the complaint 
" of the Six Nations Indians against the Government of Canada, and has requested the Sec-
" retary-General to communicate it for the members of the League." 

Then follows a letter dated 
" OTTAWA, February 7th, 1924. 

" With reference to your letter of the 5th ultimo, I have now the honour to transmit 
" herewith for the information of the League of Nations, copy of the statement prepared by 
" this Government on December 27th, 1923, in the matter of the complaint of the Six Nations 
" Indians against the Canadian Government." 

(Signed), JOSEPH POPE, 
" Under-Secretary of State for External Affairs, Canada." 

The League of Nations' Union of London, England, commenting upon the action of Chief 
Deskaheh through its mouthpiece Headway under date August, 1924, vol. vi., No. 8, p. 743, expressed 
itself as follows :— 

The Canadian Government has sent to Geneva a comment on the appeal which the Indian 
Chief Deskaheh addressed to the League last year in respect of alleged infringement by that Govern
ment of rights conferred on the Six Tribes by Great Britain in the eighteenth century. Chief 
Deskaheh himself is a picturesque figure, and his case against Canada has been received with a 
good deal of sympathy by audiences he has addressed in this and other countries. The audiences, 
of course, have not heard the Canadian Government's side of the story, but in any event it is clear 
that the League of Nations cannot deal with the matter. It has to take things as it finds them. 
If, when it was brought into existence in 1920, it had been charged with going back centuries into 
history to probe every complaint any State or section within a State saw fit to bring before it, the 
last would have been heard of it before 1921 dawned. The League's task is with the future, not 
with the past. The Six Tribes to-day enjoy a considerable amount of autonomy within their 
reserve—they appear to have parted with a good deal of their land by voluntary sale—but they 
are not immune from the criminal and other laws of Canada, and they manifestly cannot claim the 
status of an independent sovereign State, and approach the League of Nations as such. Whether 
they have a just grievance against the Canadian Government is a matter to be examined on its 
merits, but it is not a question the League can be expected to discuss. 
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CHIEF DESKAHEH'S REJOINDER. 

PENSION RACINE, 

C H E M I N D E S C O T T A G E S , 

GENEVA. 

SIR, 

In the issue of Headway Volume 6 No. 8 for this month, there appears a leading article 
on the appeal addressed by me, as Chief of the Six Nations Indians to the League of Nations, 
for its benevolent intervention in respect of the infringement by the Canadian Government 
of the rights of my people under the Haldimand Treaty of 1784 with Great Britain ; and 
under which my people continued their system of self-government, and their independence, 
until the Canadian Government within comparatively recent years began to infringe their 
rights, and thus created the dispute which is now the subject matter of appeal to the League. 

I would not have taken any serious notice of this article, but for the fact of its appearance 
in a journal so intimately associated with the work of the League of Nations Union,—a society 
of considerable influence in League circles in England and the British Dominion,—and of its 
subtle form of propaganda against the appeal of the Six Nations to the League. 

After referring to the sympathetic reception of the case of the Six Nations by audiences 
addressed by me in England and other Countries—presumably Switzerland—the writer 
declared that " in any event it is clear that the League of Nations cannot deal with the matter ; 
and that the function of the League is not to go back centuries into history and probe complaints : 
it is not concerned with the past, but its task is with the future." Apart from the prejudiced 
tone of this article, this is an astounding declaration and one which, I am sure, will 
not be acquiesed in by the Assembly of the League of Nations. 

The Six Nations do not ask the Assembly of the League to go back into centuries and probe 
complaints, for the purpose of settling their dispute with the Canadian Government ; but to 
act within the spirit and scope of the Covenant of the League to make such recommendations 
after hearing their case, whereby " the maintenance of justice and a scrupulous respect for 
all treaty obligations in the dealings of organised peoples with one another " shall be observed 
by Canada—a member of the League of Nations. 

There are still many States in Europe whose very existence as such, rests on Treaties 
centuries old : these Treaties have been sanctified by their antiquity. Does the writer of the 
Article seriously maintain that a breach of the obligations of any of these Treaties by a member 
of the League will be excused and condoned by the League of Nations because the League 
will have to refer to these documents in order to interpret them ? What then is to become of 
the neutrality of Holland, nay, of Switzerland ? It appears to me that the mentality of the 
writer is not far removed from that which prevailed in the Cabinets of Europe before the war, 
notwithstanding the benevolent influence which pervades the atmosphere of Headway. 

By the Haldimand Treaty of 1784 which is as follows :— 

Omitting formal part : *' WHEREAS HIS MAJESTY having been pleased to 
" direct that in consideration of the early attachment to his cause manifested by the 
" Mohawk Indians, and of the loss of their Settlement which they thereby sustained 
" that a convenient Tract of Land under His protection should be chosen as a safe and 
" comfortable Retreat for them and others of the Six Nations who have either lost their 
" Settlement within the Territory of the American States, or wish to retire from them to 
" the British—I have at the earnest desire of many of these His Majesty's faithful Allies 
" purchased a Tract of Land from the Indians situated between the Lakes Ontario, Erie 
" and Huron, AND I do hereby in His Majesty's Name authorise and permit the said 
" Mohawk Nation and such others of the Six Nations Indians as wish to settle in that 
" Quarter, to take possession of and settle upon the Banks of the River commonly called 
" Ouse or Grand River, running into Lake Erie, allotting to them for that purpose Six 
" Miles deep from each side of the River beginning at Lake Erie and extending in that 
" proportion to the Head of the said River, which THEM and THEIR Posterity are to 
" enjoy for ever. 

" GIVEN Under my Hand and Seal at Arms at the Castle of St. Lewis at Quebec 
" this twenty-fifth day of October, One thousand seven hundred and eighty-four and in 
" the Twenty-fifth Year of the Reign of Our Sovereign Lord George the Third by the 
" Grace of God of Great Britain, France and Ireland, King Defender of the Faith and 
" so forthe." 

" By His Excellency Command, 
" (Signed), R. MATHEWS. 

" FRED. HAEDIMAND." 
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The Six Nations Indians by virtue of this Treaty entered into possession of the t rac t 
of land described in the Treaty and continued in possession thereof, except for such portions 
as they have disposed of from t ime to time, and the proceeds of which were held by the British 
Government as Trustees for the Six Nations—as an Independent people with their own system 
of self government and laws—without the interference of the Canadian Government until 
within comparatively recent years when the Canadian Government began to encroach on 
their rights within their terri tory to which the Six Nations have always protested. I t is this 
unjust interference which has culminated in the appeal of the Six Nations to the League. 

Is the ant iqui ty of this Treaty less sacred than those which give protection to small States 
in Europe ? In the concluding sentence of his article the writer delivered himself as follows :— 
" Whether they (the Six Nations), have a just grievance against the Canadian Government 
is a mat te r to be examined on its merits, bu t it is not a question the League can be expected 
to discuss." This sounds very much like an indiscretion of some member of the Council of 
the League. He does not, however, indicate the Tribunal to which the Six Nations should 
repair with their case. He surely would not suggest a Canadian Inst i tut ion. Where then 
are they to find an impartial Tribunal, bu t in the one which was created in 1919 for the " main
tenance of justice and a scrupulous respect for all t rea ty obligations in the dealings of organised 
peoples with one another "—The League of Nations. 

To t ha t Inst i tut ion we have come, confident t ha t the public conscience which it represents 
will be moved towards our cause, and give us a hearing ; and thereafter make such recom
mendations as will afford protection to a small people against the ruthless aggression of so 
powerful a State as the Canadian Government. 

I have the honour to be Sir, 
Your Obedient Servant, 

(Signed), D E S K A H E H , 

T H E E D I T O R , Chief of the Six Nations. 
Headway, 16th August, 1924. 

L O N D O N . 

There does not appear to be any evidence t ha t this serious complaint a t any t ime came 
officially before the Members of the League which leads to the inference t ha t Mr. Eric Drummond, 
as Secretary-General, having received the completely erroneous story of the Canadian Government 
accepted it and shelved the question upon his own initiative, merely printing the two cases categor
ically in the League's official journal as he says in his note " for the information of the Members 

of the League." 
I t is now proposed to set out the correspondence beginning with a communication on behalf 

of the British Crown of repudiation of the Haldimand Treaty of 1784 tending to the ult imate resolve 
of the Six Nations to petition the League of Nations for intervention. 

COPY.] 

Letter from the Secretary of State for the Colonies to the Governor General of Canada, 
dated from Downing Street, September 23rd, 1921, in response to the appeal of the Six Nations 
made in August, 1921, to the British Crown to fulfill its obligation of protection and intervene to 
prevent the violation thereof by the Dominion of Canada. 

M Y L O R D , 

I have the honour to t ransmit to your Excellency, to be laid before your Ministers, a 
letter from Chief Deskaheh enclosing a petition to His Majesty the King, from the Six Nations 
of the Grand River regarding their position in the Dominion of Canada, together with a copy 
of a memorandum on the relation of the Dominion of Canada with the Six Nations of the Grand 
River. 

The petition together with the Memorandum and letter have been submit ted to His 
Majesty, who commanded me to request t ha t the Chief Deskaheh may be informed t ha t the 
petition concerning the position of the Six Nations of the Grand River, together with the 
letter to the Secretary of Sta te and of the Colonies, and the memorandum have been laid before 
the King ; t ha t His Majesty has been pleased to command t h a t as the mat ters submit ted 
within the petition lie within the exclusive competency of the Canadian Government, it should 
be referred to them, and t h a t the petition with copies of the letter and memorandum have 
accordingly been sent the Governor General of Canada. 

I have the honour to be, my Lord, your Lordship's most obedient, humble servant. 

(Signed), W I N S T O N CHURCHILL. 

H I S E X C E L L E N C Y THE GOVERNOR GENERAL, 

T H E R I G H T H O N O U R A B L E L O R D B I N G OF V I M Y , G.C.B., ETC. 
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INDIAN OFFICE. 
BRANTFORD, April 13th, 1922. 

CHIEF LEVI GENERAL, 

O H S W E K E N , O N T . 

DEAR CHIEF, 

The Superintendent General has directed me to request your attendance at a Conference 
to be held in the Indian Office at 10 o.clock on Saturday the 15th inst. for the purpose of 
receiving a message from him to be presented by Mr. W. G. Raymond, M.P., and Mr. W. C. 
Good, M.P. 

I trust you will do your best to be present as I understand the matter is one of importance. 

Yours truly, 

(Signed), GORDAN J. SMITH, Supt. 
COPY.] 

BRANTFORD, April 15th, 1922. 

The Department assumes that the Indians of the Six Nations are subject to the law of 
Canada. The contention that the Canadian Government has no jurisdiction over the Tuscarora 
Reserve is not admitted. The appeal which they recently made to the British Government was 
referred back to the Canadian Government, thus definitely deciding the question at issue, in favour 
of the basic assumption above mentioned. We take it, therefore, that all parties must now admit 
the sovereignty of the Canadian Government over the Indians on the Tuscarora Reserve, and 
the Canadian Government intends to maintain that position : if necessary, by force of arms. 

Starting out then from this standpoint, the Department wishes to say that it has received 
information that the Six Nations Council, either directly or indirectly, has been encouraging violation 
of the laws of Canada as continued in the Indian Act, with respect to the landed possessions of 
certain of the returned Indian soldiers. The Department wishes to say to the Council that, while 
it is ready to consider in a sympathetic way the whole question of amending the Indian Act, it will 
in no way permit interference with Violation of the Law. 

While not anticipating serious trouble, steps have been already taken to see that the law 
shall be strictly observed, and that any offenders shall be severely dealt with. Sufficient armed 
forces are being provided to preserve law and order. 

Finally, the Department wishes to say to the Six Nations Council that the Canadian Govern
ment will be glad to listen to any representations as to desirable amendments to the Indian Act. 
Efforts along this line are entirely right and proper on the part of the Council. But forcible violation 
of the existing laws either at the instigation of or under instructions from the Six Nations Council 
will be severely dealt with. 

COPY.] 

OHSWEKEN, April 24th, 1922. 
To H I S EXCELLENCY, 

THE GOVERNOR-GENERAL OF CANADA. 

YOUR EXCELLENCY, 

The Six Nations of the Grand River, at present, having no other resource for protection 
but the Throne as stipulated in pledges of the Crown of 1784 to us. 

The Dominion Department of Indian Affairs is at present engaged in encroaching upon 
rights, assured us under pledged treaties and deed of His Majesty King George III. through 
his representatives, Sir Frederick Haldimand, Sir William Johnson and others. These docu
ments we still hold sacred (not as scraps of paper as assumed by some Indian Department 
Officials). 

I am enclosing a paper alleged to be an ultimatum from the Department of Indian Affairs 
to us calling upon us to forgo what claims to be our right as to the possession of our lands, 
secured to us by Royal assent. This we will defend to the bitter end. 

I would, therefore, Your Excellency, beg of you to lay the matter of our appeal to His 
Majesty before your Ministers for consideration and adjustment with the hope that represen
tations on behalf of the Six Nations may not be denied. 

I beg to inform your Excellency that I have cabled His Majesty in reference to this matter 
on the 21st inst. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

DESKAHEH, 

Speaker of the Six Nations Council. 

(» 



COPY.] 

T O T H E C H I E F S AND W A R R I O R S OTTAWA, June 13th, 1922. 

OF THE S I X NATIONS I N D I A N S . 

D E A R S I R S , 

I have to inform you t h a t I have given the affairs of the Six Nations Indians the most 
careful at tention, and they have been the subject of consultations between myself and the 
Deputy Superintendent General. The Depar tment has no other object than to conserve 
and promote your interests, and our mutual desire has been to take some action now which 
will result in permanently defining your position, in settling any controversies, in promoting 
your interests and in ensuring the progress of your people. 

We decided t ha t the best method of dealing with your claims and all questions affecting 
your past and future interests would be by the appointment of a Commsision of Judges, who 
would be empowered to take evidence, make decisions and recommendations, before whom the 
Depar tment and the Six Nations could bring anything requiring investigation and sett lement. 
I decided, therefore, to make this recommendation to the Right Honourable the Prime Minister, 
and I have pleasure in stat ing tha t the Government has agreed to appoint a Royal Commission 
to inquire into the affairs of the Six Nations Indians, such Commission to consist of three 
Judges of the Supreme Court of Ontario, one of whom is to be selected by the Government, 
one by the Council of the Six Nations and the third by the Judges selected by the Government 
and Council. The Government will be bound by the findings of the Commission, and will 
carry out whatever recommendations are made by the Commission. The appointment of 
this Commission is contingent upon an undertaking by a majority of the male members of the 
Six Nations band of the full age of twenty-one 3-ears given in a solemn and binding manner, 
to accept the findings of this tr ibunal as a final sett lement of all claims of the Six Nations, 
and to acquiesce in the carrying out of the recommendations made by the Commission. The 
Indians shall bring before this Tribunal the question of their s ta tus , and all other causes or 
matters , financial or otherwise, for determination. The Government shall also submit any 
questions regarding the Six Nations upon which it is thought advisable to have decisions and 
recommendations. The Indians shall select as Counsel to represent them, a competent and 
qualified Canadian lawyer, and the Depar tment shall also be represented by Counsel. The 
costs of the Commission shall be borne by the Government. 

I have to request t h a t a t as early a date as possible you signify your willingness to accept 
the above proposal and to concur in the action necessary to obtain the consent of the majority 
of the Indians as above mentioned. 

Yours truly, 

(Signed), CHAS. STEWART, 

Superintendent General of Indian Affairs. 

COPY.] 

O H S W E K E N , O N T . , July 5th, 1922. 

That the Proposal embodied in a circular letter bearing date June 13th, 1922, over the sig
nature of the Hon. Chas. Stewart, Superintendent General of Indian Affairs, and addressed to the 
Chiefs and Warriors of the Six Nations, and submit ted this day through Gordan J . Smith, Esq., 
Superintendent to this Council, is unacceptable to the Chiefs of the Six Nations, and in taking this 
position :— 

Decided t h a t this Council declares its readiness through representatives to be duly authorized 
to confer with representatives of the Government, likewise authorized with a view of reaching a 
just and friendly accommodation of all the differences and causes of complaint between J.he Six 
Nations and their neighbors of the Dominion of Canada, an agreement, if reached, to be appropriately 
evidenced by writ ten compact duly approved on behalf of the British Crown with whom our present 
compact runs, and which amended compact shall specify particular matters , if any, upon which the 
parties fail to reach an accommodation and shall provide tha t such matters shall be submit ted for 
determination to the Internat ional Court of Justice if some impartial t r ibunal cannot be arranged 
for, provided further t h a t the right of the Six Nations people to political independence for all 
purposes of home rule within their Grand River lands shall be excepted from such submission. 

The Council further decided tha t we recognize the inadequacy of the Hadlimand Treaty to 
provide for the exigencies of our intercourse with our Canadian neighbors under the altered conditions 
which have come to exist, and we appeal to the Dominion Government to join with us in a truly 
mutual effort to work out the necessary reformation of our compact. 
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The Chiefs further decided t ha t we protest against the action of the Dominion Indian Depart
ment in furnishing for advance press publication the Government proposal and in addressing tha t 
proposal to the men of the Six Nations to the exclusion of the women, and in issuing an address on 
the subject of our political affairs direct to our peoples in disrespect of this Council. 

The Chiefs in Council further decided t h a t the Speaker forward a copy of these decisions, 
to the Hon. Charles Stewart, Superintendent of Indian Affairs. 

(Signed), C H I E F D E S K A H E H , 

Speaker Six Nations Council. 
H O N . CHARLES STEWART, 

S U P E R I N T E N D E N T G E N E R A L OF I N D I A N A F F A I R S , 

OTTAWA. 

COPY.] 

OTTAWA, September 27th, 1922. 
D E A R S IR , 

I am in receipt of a copy of a resolution passed a t a meeting of the Council of the Six 
Nations held a t Ohsweken on September 5th, 1922, wherein I am requested to intervene to 
secure a s tay for the t ime being of the execution of warrants issued against Six Nations Indians. 

In this connection I have to draw your at tention to my letter of June 16th last, in which 
I told you t ha t it would be " necessary for the Council to insist on all the people of the reserve 
to respect and maintain law and order in every way possible ; " I can only now reiterate what 
I have before said : His Majesty's warrants must be respected, the law of the land must take 
its course. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed), CHARLES STEWART, 

Superintendent General of Indian Affairs. 
M R . L E V I G E N E R A L , 

S P E A K E R , S IX NATIONS COUNCIL, 

O H S W E K E N , O N T . 

COPY.] 

D E P A R T M E N T OF I N D I A N AFFAIRS , 

CANADA, 

November 10th, 1922. 

D E A R S IR , 

The Honourable, the Superintendent General has directed me to reply to your letter of 
the 11 t h October, in which you requested him to cause the withdrawal of a case regarding a 
land transaction on the Reserve, which would appear, from your letter, to be now before the 
Courts, and to draw your at tention to the fact t ha t he has several times informed you, both 
in writing and verbally, t ha t the laws of the country apply to Indians as well as other citizens, 
and has asked you not only to obey the laws bu t to assist in upholding them. 

Yours truly, 
(Signed), DUNCAN C. SCOTT, 

Deputy Superintendent General. 
C H I E F L E V I G E N E R A L , 

S P E A K E R OF THE S I X N A T I O N S COUNCIL, 

O H S W E K E N , O N T . 

COPY.] 

OTTAWA, November 21st, 1922. 

D E A R S I R , 

I have to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 13th ultimo, and I note with regret 
the a t t i tude taken by the Six Nations Council. The proposal made in my previous communi
cations were made with the hope t ha t an inquiry by a Royal Commission into the affairs of 
the Six Nations would result in benefit to the Indians of the reserve. The Orders of His 
Excellency in Council which deal with your standing as British subjects were passed after 
mature consideration by the law officers of the Crown, and I have yet to see how any other 
conclusion could be reached. 

I regret to say tha t I have been credibly informed t ha t there have been infractions of the 
Dominion Sta tu te with reference to the illegal manufacture of intoxicants on the reserve and 
t h a t you have in some instances endeavoured to alter legal contracts for the payment of 
promissor}7 notes issued to liquidate debts. I must draw your at tent ion to the fact t h a t the 
laws of the country are applicable without variation to all classes, t ha t even-handed justice 
must be done, and tha t there can in no case be preferential t rea tment for any section of our 
people. 
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I am still hopeful that a majority of the Six Nations would be in favour of the terms 
first proposed by me for the appointment of a Royal Commission to inquire into their affairs. 
A thorough investigation of the funded moneys of the Six Nations would be part of the duties 
of the Commission, and there was, therefore, no necessity in carrying out the suggestion that 
special auditors should be appointed. 

Yours faithfully, 
(Signed), CHARLES STEWART, 

Superintendent General of Indian Affairs. 
CHIEF DESKAHEH, 

SPEAKER, SIX NATIONS COUNCIL, 

O H S W E K E N , O N T . 

COPY.] 

BRANTFORD, December 4th, 1922. 

CHIEF LEVI GENERAL, 

SPEAKER OF THE SIX NATIONS COUNCIL. 

DEAR SIR, 

I think it well that I should place in writing the decision which I imparted to you and the 
Chiers who accompanied you at our interview this afternoon. You stated that the scope 
of the investigation and the members of the tribunal which I proposed in my letter of the 13th 
June last, was wide enough and staisfactory enough to meet all your desires in that regard. 
I stated that I wou'd waive the restriction of the personnel of the Royal Commission to three 
judges of the Supreme Court of Ontario and that you would have free choice of your represen
tative but that he must be a British subject, and that the findings of the commission would 
be considered final or not final as you would decide, and that the Government would accept 
your decision on this point. I stated also that I would hope for a definite reply at Ottawa on 
Friday next. 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed), CHARLES STEWART, 

Superintendent General of Indian Affairs. 

COPY.] 

OTTAWA, December 21st, 1922. 

SIR, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of December 7th, a reply to which has 
been delayed owing to my absence from headquarters and indisposition. 

I have to inform you that the Government will, in a few days, make its choice of a rep
resentative to sit upon the proposed commission, and I should be glad to receive the name of 
your representative as soon as convenient. My letter of December 4th, confirmed our under
standing that the proposition of June 13th was mutually satisfactory, with the waiver which I 
stated in my letter. I note that you have decided that the finding of the Commission shall be 
final and I accept your decision on this point. 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed), CHAS. STEWART. 

CHIEF LEVI GENERAL, 

OHSWEKEN, ONT. 

COPY.] 

OHSWEKEN, January 4th, 1923. 
HONOURABLE CHARLES STEWART, 

SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL, ETC., 

OTTAWA, ONTARIO, 

CANADA. 

SIR, 

Your letter of December 21st last was duly laid before the Grand River Council and 
duly considered. 

Under date of December 5th ult., you were advised by the Council, referring to yours of 
June 13th, and of December 4th, that the Council proposed three supplementary conditions to 
be included in an arbitration agreement, viz :— 

FIRST : That the third member should be a person agreed upon by both Parties. That 
would permit a selection regardless of nationality of the person, and who would not 
be named by the other two, but by the parties themselves. 

SECOND : That the Dominion Government shall advance on order of the Council funds 
of the Six Nations trust to meet the expenses of the arbitration on its part. 
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THIRD : That the Imperial Government shall consent and agree to be concluded by the 
arbitration, so that all matters in difference may be effectively passed upon. 

In yours of the 21st in relation to the arbitration the above provisions are ignored, and 
you remain uncommitted to them. 

In the present juncture the Council declines to proceed further with negotiations for 
arbitration over our differences for the following reasons :— 

Chief among those differences is the matter of our right to home rule, and the Council 
asserts that right in behalf of the People of the Grand River as firmly as you deny it in your 
other letter of the 21st of December last, wherein you reiterate your declaration that we are 
subject to the laws of your Government while we are in our own country. Your notice in 
effect that your Government intends no truce in the enforcement of its will upon our people 
amounts to a demand that we submit to or are to be coerced in advance into the very status 
which your Government would seek to establish before an arbitration tribunal as being the 
just relationship between us. The unfairness of that position in the present juncture is un
mitigated by the particular excuse you offer for the recent armed raid upon us. 

Only on receiving the written guarantee of your Government that it will suspend further 
attempts to enforce any of its laws upon us within our lands until its rights shall be declared 
by competent determination, and only on return of those of our people recently seized and 
carried off under authority of your Government, will we be willing to resume negotiations for 
arbitration, and be willing to recall the appeal which we have already made for the assistance 
of other peoples in securing protection of our people. 

By Order of the Council. 
Yours very truly, 

(Signed), DESKAHEH, 

Speaker of the Six Nations Council. 

COPY.] 

OHSWEKEN, January 5th, 1923. 
SIR, 

In further reference to your letter of 21st December last informing me " that the Govern
ment will in a few days make its choice of a representative to sit upon the proposed Commission, 
and I should be glad to receive the name of your representative as soon as possible," etc. 

In reply I beg to inform you of the decision of the Chiefs in Council of the third of January 
last as follows :— 

That a tribunal of three arbitrators is still satisfactory to us, two to be British subjects, 
one to be chosen by each side and the third to be agreed upon by the parties. 

But as there appears to be some misunderstanding still existing, the Chiefs in Council 
would respectfully request that a deputation should await upon you in Ottawa at your earliest 
convenience, with the earnest hope of clearing up the misunderstanding that still surrounds 
the condition of the arbitrations. 

I would therefore, Sir, beg to ask that you would inform me as soon as convenient if the 
proposed conference with you is acceptable. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient Servant, 

(Signed), DESKAHEH, 

Speaker of the Six Nations Council. 
HON. CHAS. STEWART, 

SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

OTTAWA. 

COPY.] 
OHSWEKEN, January 6th, 1923. 

SIR, 

I beg to call your attention to certain conditions existing at present on the Six Nations' 
lands which we, as a people who have up to this time believed and relied upon the British 
Justice of the people of Canada and its Parliament to carry out and fulfill the pledges and 
promises by Treaties made to our forefathers by the British Crown and its accredited officials. 
Recently, however, the officials of the Canadian Indian Department saw fit to order an invasion 
of our lands by an armed force, without the slightest cause or excuse as the Chiefs of the 
Six Nations in Council were ever willing and ready to co-operate with duly qualified officials 
in the suppression of crime or any misdemeanour, on the part of their people. 
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Sir, it is t rue t h a t recently a number of persons (mostly by those who have been enfran
chised under the provision of Bill 14), went into the illicit manufacture and sale of liquor. As 
soon as the mat ter was brought to the at tent ion of the Chiefs in Council decided on the 25th 
July last and appointed a committee to negotiate with the Provincial Attorney General for its 
suppression. The Depar tment of Indian Affairs by official letter refused to approve of the 
desire of the Council, but sent the N.W. Mounted Police, some 18 in number, instead. The net 
result of the raid was the finding of one small and very crude still, and a bott le of moonshine in 
the house-yard of one other Indian. In the first instance no arrest was made in the second, 
a young Indian was captured without the slightest resistance ; at his trial, a few days after, 
in Brantford, he was convicted and sent to prison for 90 days, although he pleaded ignorance of 
any knowledge of how the same came into his house-yard. 

Again, Sir, I would beg to draw your at tention to the action D. C. Scott, Esq., Deputy 
Superintendent General, towards the Six Nations Council in its desire for bet ter law and order 
as by the following decision of the Council of the 7th December last will show, and which was 
disallowed by an official letter of December 29th last :— 

" The Council decided t ha t a Committee be appointed to prepare and submit a 
draft of a Constitution for the Six Nations making more efficient provisions for necessary 
laws and the protection of life and proper ty ." 

We also protest against the desire of the Indian Depar tment to place and house ten members 
of the Mounted Police with horses upon our lands, without a colour of Justice, right or cause. 
As on Tuesday last, J anua ry second, Gordan J. Smith, Esq., Indian Agent, with another 
Depar tment Official made arrangments with one Lottridge, to board and house these ten men 
for an indefinite t ime, which, we fear, will be an expense to us which is very uncalled for. 

The Six Nations would be more than surprised and pained to th ink t ha t your present 
Government is an advocate of " Might is Right ." 

The Chiefs of the Six Nations have forwarded a request to the Hon. Chas. Stewart, asking 
for a Conference with the Government so as to remove, if possible, the misunderstandings 
existing between the Government and the Six Nations with the earnest hope of arriving at an 
amicable sett lement of the present difficulties of Administration. 

May I beg, Sir, for your kind intervention in this behalf. 

I am also forwarding a letter upon these lines to His Excellency Lord Byng, Governor 
General of Canada. 

I am, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Signed), D E S K A H E H , 

Speaker of the Six Nations Council. 
M R . M A C K E N Z I E - K I N G , 

P R I M E MINISTER OF CANADA. 

COPY.] 

OTTAWA, January 16th, 1923. 

SIR , 

I have your letter of the 5th instant in reply to mine of the 21st December. 

I th ink t ha t nothing will be gained by a deputat ion waiting upon me to further discuss 
the question of the appointment of a Royal Commission. My letter of the 13th June , last, 
with the subsequent modifications, of which you are well aware, contain all t ha t is necessary 
to settle the preliminaries. Any questions of procedure may well be left to the Commission 
itself. I should be glad therefore, to know at as early a date as possible, whom you would 
propose to choose as the representative of the Six Nations upon the proposed Commission. 
I may say t ha t it is my intention to request a Judge of the Supreme Court of Ontario to represent 
the Government. From this you will have some indication of the quality of the Commission, 
and you should be able to choose a representative who could acceptably act with a Judge of 
the Supreme Court. The two representatives will, of course, choose a third, and this stipulation 
of m y original proposal c anno t in a n y way be varied. 

I should like to hear from you a t an early date . 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed), CHAS. STEWART, 

Superintendent General of Indian Affairs. 

C H I E F L E V I G E N E R A L , 

S P E A K E R , S I X NATIONS COUNCIL, 

O H S W E K E N , O N T . 
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COPY.] 

O H S W E K E N , January 24th, 1923. 

H O N . CHARLES STEWART, 

S U P E R I N T E N D E N T G E N E R A L OF I N D I A N AFFAIRS , 

OTTAWA, ONTARIO. 

SIR, 

Your letter of January 16th inst., addressed to the undersigned was duly received and 
laid before the Six Nations ' Council, which also had before it yours of December 21st ult., to 
the undersigned. 

The Council has authorised and directed the following reply :— 

" The Council has never consented to the terms of your proposal of June 13th ult., 
nor to t h a t proposal as since modified by you, and the Council now declines to give its 
consent there to ." 

The several conditions which the Council has desired in modification of your original 
proposal oc June 13th, ult., intended by the Council to secure a genuine arbitration by indepen
dent arbitrators, have been heretofore duly laid before you, and they are now definitely rejected 
on your pa r t by yours of 16th inst., and without comment by you as to the fairness of them. 
The Council recognizes and accepts this situation as to the termination of negotiations with 
the Dominion Government for arbi t rat ion of our differences as to our right of home rule. 
With the Six Nations people all other differences are subordinate to t h a t one. Being denied 
by your Government a friendly, impartial and disinterested arbitration to determine who is in 
the right in t ha t matter , the Six Nations people will seek elsewhere for the protection promised 
them by the British Crown and now denied them in its name by your Government. The 
armed force which you have now quartered in their midst they accept as sufficient assurance 
of your determination to impose your will upon us in violation of our t r ea ty rights. 

Yours very truly, 

(Signed), D E S K A H E H , 

Speaker of the Six Nations Council. 

COPY.] 

P R I M E M I N I S T E R ' S O F F I C E , 

OTTAWA, February 12th, 1923. 

C H I E F D E S K A H E H , 

S I X N A T I O N S COUNCIL, 

O H S W E K E N , ONTARIO. 

D E A R S IR , 

The Prime Minister has asked me to acknowledge receipt of your letter of J anua ry 6th, 
setting forth a t some length the desires of the Six Nations Council. I t is regretted t h a t there 
was an apparent delay in replying to your letter, bu t owing to the pressure of public business 
consequent on the opening of the present Session of Parliament, it has not been possible to deal 
with the mat ters brought to at tent ion in your letter as promptly as might be desired. 

Mr. Mackenzie King has conferred with the Honourable Charles Stewart, Superintendent 
General of Indian Affairs, who caused a review to be made of the circumstances to which you 
allude. The Honourable Mr. Stewart felt t ha t there would be no advantages in having a 
complete inquiry made and, accordingly, suggested the appointment of a Royal Commission. 
This proposal was carefully considered by the Prime Minister and the Members of the Govern
ment, and agreed to . All t ha t remains to give effect to this recommendation is the nomination 
of a representative of the Six Nations. 

Accordingly, it would be well if you communicate to the Superintendent General of 
Indian Affairs the name of a representative so t ha t the grievance which you allege, may receive 
careful examination, in order to promote the interests of your people. 

Yours faithfully, 

(Signed), F . A. MCGREGOR, 

Private Secretary. 
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COPY.] 

DEPARTMENT OF INDIAN AFFAIRS , 

OTTAWA, February 13th, 1923. 
D E A R SIR, 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 2 ' th ultimo, with reference to the 
efforts t ha t have been made to have the claims of the Six Nations submitted to an impartial 
and competent tr ibunal, and note t ha t you are not disposed to accept the offers which have 
been made by the Government, and tha t you consider negotiations for such a tr ibunal as a t an 
end. 

In reply, I am directed by the Superintendent General to say t h a t it is thought t ha t 
you would be well advised in accepting the offers t ha t have been made, and t h a t you will have 
to assume the responsibility for their rejection. 

Your letter indicates t ha t you contemplate taking some course in respect of the deter
mination of your alleged claims, although it is not made clear as to just what t ha t course is. 
I t is considered timely, however, t ha t your at tent ion should be called to the provisions of 
Subsection 2 of Section 87 of the Indian Act as enacted by 9-10 Ed. VII . , Chap. 28, Section 2, 
which renders invalid any contract or agreement made either by the Chiefs or Councillors of 
the bank, binding or purport ing to bind or in any way dealing with moneys or securities of the 
band, except as authorized by the Act, unless and until it has been approved in writing by the 
Superintendent General. 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed), DUNCAN C. SCOTT, 

Deputy Superintendent General. 
C H I E F L E V I G E N E R A L , 

S P E A K E R , S I X NATIONS COUNCIL, 

O H S W E K E N , O N T . 

COPY.] 

D E P A R T M E N T OF I N D I A N A F F A I R S , CANADA. 

OTTAWA, March 9th, 1923. 

D E A R S I R , 

The letter addressed by you to the Right Honourable the Prime Minister, under date 
of February 16th, 1923, has been t ransmit ted to the Honourable the Superintendent General of 
Indian Affairs for reply. 

The Minister directs me to refer you to my letters to you of the 13th and 22nd of February, 
last, to which he desires to add nothing. 

Yours very truly, 
(Signed), D U N C A N C SCOTT, 

Deputy Superintendent General. 
C H I E F L E V I G E N E R A L , 

S P E A K E R , S I X NATIONS COUNCIL, 

O H S W E K E N , O N T . 

D E A R M R . CHISHOLM, 

On April 3rd inst., the Six Nation Council at Ohsweken took action as follows :— 

" The Council decided unanimously t ha t it is ready to accept an offer by the Dominion 
Government, if sanctioned by the Dominion Parliament, t h a t all mat ters in dispute 
between t ha t Government and the Six Nations of the Grand River be submitted to a 
Board of Arbitrators, one to be appointed by the Dominion Government and one by this 
Council, and the third by the two first chosen, all three of whom to be British subjects : 
and t h a t the Speaker is hereby authorized to communicate this decision to the Dominion 
Government ." 

Having been informed by our Counsel, Mr. George P. Decker, t ha t you have expressed 
your willingness, through your good offices, and have desired authori ty to communicate 
action in t ha t line, if taken, to the responsible officials of the Dominion Government, I hereby 
authorize you to so communicate the above action, and I request t ha t you advise me through 
Mr. Decker of the result so far as you shall be advised thereof. 

Very respectfully yours, 
D E S K A H E H , 

Speaker of the Six Nations Council. 
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COPY] . 

O F F I C E OF THE D E P U T Y S U P E R I N T E N D E N T GENERAL, 

OTTAWA, April 19th, 1923. 
D E A R S IR , 

I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 5th instant, addressed to 
the Honourable the Superintendent General and enclosing a copy of a resolution of Council. 

In reply, I am directed by the Honourable the Superintendent to enclose a copy of my 
letter to Mr. Chisholm, K.C., of London in respect of the mat ter referred to in your letter, 
which speaks for itself. 

Yours truly, 

(Signed), DUNCAN C. SCOTT. 
M R . D A V I D S. H I L L , 

SECRETARY, S I X N A T I O N S COUNCIL, 

O H S W E K E N , O N T . 

COPY]. 

OTTAWA, April 19th, 1923. 
D E A R M R . CHISHOLM, 

I have to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 7th instant, with enclosure signed 
by Chief Deskaheh as Speaker of the Six Nations Council. 

I have just had the opportuni ty of discussing this mat ter with the Honourable the Super
intendent General and he has directed me to draw your at tention to the fact t h a t the proposal 
for the appointment of a Royal Commission to investigate the alleged claims of the Six Nations 
had been fully discussed between himself and members of the Council and tha t in an endeavour 
to meet all reasonable wishes of the Councillors and to induce them to avail themselves of this 
offer, t he original terms and conditions incident to this commission were modified so far as 
could be reasonably done. Notwithstanding this, they repudiated the offer, giving the impress
ion t ha t they were not serious or candid in the claims they were put t ing forward against the 
Government. 

In order to ascertain more fully the conditions prevailing among the Six Nations Indians, 
and to give any and all Indians who may consider themselves in any way aggrieved, an oppor
tuni ty of presenting their claims and making such representations as they desire, the Government 
has appointed Colonel A. T. Thompson, Commissioner under the Enquiries Act for this purpose. 
The ;eport of the Commissioner, when received, will have careful and sympathet ic consideration, 
and it is thought t ha t the results will be very helpful and in every way satisfactory. 

I am further directed to say t h a t the proposal made in Mr. Levi General's letter of the 6th 
instant cannot be considered. I t was a t no time proposed to appoint a board of arbitrators 
to deal with these mat ters . 

While thanking you for your disinterested action in this mat ter , I am requested to say t h a t 
we cannot authorize you to communicate with Mr. Decker of Rochester, N.Y., in this mat ter , 
as the Depar tment has not recognized him and does not wish to do so even indirectly. 

Yours truly, 

(Signed), DUNCAN C. SCOTT, 

Deputy Superintendent General. 

A. G. CHISHOLM, E S Q . , K . C , 

CANADIAN B A N K OF COMMERCE CHAMBERS, 

LONDON, O N T . 

A MEAN DECEPTION PRACTICED ON THE PRINCE OF WALES. 

At the ceremonial opening of the Peace Bridge in Canada in the year 1923, H .R .H. The 
Prince of Wales performed the ceremony. The Canadian Government, in pretence of loyalty 
towards His Royal Highness, conceived the idea of having the Six Nations ' historic Bible brought 
forward for the Prince's signature. Our photograph is reproduced from the Legionest, published 
soon after the occasion. The picture is a " fake " and does not represent the Six Nations' warriors 
at all. The man shaking hands with the Prince is a Delaware tribesman belonging to a wandering 
people, who were befriended by the Six Nations years ago, as they had no habitation. The 
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THE LEGIONARY. 

AUTOGRAPHING THE SIX NATIONS' 
FAMOUS BIBLE. 

Two stalwart representatives of Canada's famous force, the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police, are holding the book while the Prince 
signs, with Lieut.-Col. C. E- Morgan, Superintendent of the Six 

Nations Reserve, looking on. 

WITH DESCENDANTS OF THE FIRST 
CANADIANS. 

War veterans of the Six Nations Indians of Brantford, who carried 
the historic Queen Anne Bible, to have the signatures of the 

Prince of Wales and Prince George added. 
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centre figure is Ambrose Hill, not a member of Six Nations, on the left is George Garlow, also 
an outsider, next the Prince is David General, an alien and then comes an unknown white man on 
the extreme left. All these persons are paid mischief makers, they none of them took part in the 
war, they were not even enlisted men, never shouldered a gun and, of course, never crossed the seas 
in the war. 

This beautiful Bible, together with handsome and valuable engraved silver pieces, were 
presented to Six Nations' Confederacy at the beginning of the eighteenth century by Queen Anne of 
England, and have been looted from the Indians by the Canadian Authorities. 

It may be noted that at this bible signing ceremony a deputation of Six Nations' Chiefs 
and warriors was specially on hand, anxious to present a petition to the Prince of Wales to redress 
their many grievances, but the stalwart Mounted Police kept them at a good distance from His 
Royal Highness and thus frustrated their efforts. 

About the year 1926, Chief Deskaheh returned to the American Continent with the intention 
of going home, but rumours and threats of arrest and prosecution at the hands of the Canadian 
Government, were so prevalently circulated that he remained in the United .States and died there. 

In the year 1926 the award was pronounced in the Arbitration Case of the Ceyuga Indians' 
claim against the United States of America, under which a sum of $100,000 was found to be due to 
this Nation of the Six Nations Confederacy. 

The case was conducted by the British Government on behalf of the Indians and a sum of 
824,000 of Six Nations' money was used for costs. 

The evidence advanced in this case, on both sides, lays bare the most astounding facts, 
gleaned from documents brought forward from American, Canadian and English archives, which 
prove the Canadian story filed at Geneva with the League of Nations to be entirely erroneous and 
misleading. That evidence is before the writer of this case, and is contained in eight bound volumes. 

The money under this award has been seized by the Canadian Government against the 
vain protests of the Six Nations. 

In the year 1928, the writer visited Canada to make a personal investigation on the spot of 
the many complaints of the Six Nations and spent months in conferences with the natives on their 
territory, and sometimes resided in their houses. 

I t was proved that their situation was of such a serious and hopeless nature that they were 
advised to issue a Declaration of Independence of the British and this document, after having 
been deliberated upon by successive full meetings of the Six Nations' Council was published at 
length in the Detroit Free Press. 

COPY.] 

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE. 

THE CONFEDERACY OF SIX NATIONS (IROQUOISI OF THE GRAND RIVER. 

By Authority of Minister of Justice, Detroit, Michigan, U.S.A. 

A declaration by the representatives of the separate and independent aborigines, Iroquois 
people of North America known as and constituting the Confederacy of the Six Nations of the 
Mohawks, The Oneidas, The Cayugas, The Senecas, The Onandagas and the Tuscaroras, (hereinafter 
designated as the " Six Nations." In council assembled.) 

Passed the 19th day of June, 1928. 

When in the course of human events it becomes necessary for one people to dissolve the 
political bands which have connected them with another and to assume among the powers on earth 
the separate and equal station to which the laws of nature and of nature's God entitle them a decent 
respect to the opinions of mankind, requires, that they should declare the causes which impel them 
to the separation. 

We would hold these truths to be self-evident : That all men are created equal ; that they 
are endowed by the Creator with certain inalienable rights ; that among these rights are life, 
liberty and the pursuit of happiness. That to secure these rights, governments are instituted 
among men, deriving their just powers from the consent of the governed ; that whenever any form 
of government becomes destructive of these ends it is the right of the people to alter or to abolish 
it, and to institute a new government laying its foundations on such principles and organizing its 
powers in such form as to them shall seem more likely to effect their safety and happiness. Prudence 
indeed will dictate that governments long established should not be changed for light and transient 
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causes ; and accordingly all experience hath shown that mankind are more disposed to suffer, 
while evils are sufferable, than to right themselves by abolishing the forms to which they are accus
tomed. But when a long train of abuses and usurpations pursuing invariably the same object 
evinces a design to reduce them under absolute despotism, it is their right—it is their duty, to 
throw off such government and to provide new guards for their security. Such has been the patient 
suffering of the Six Nations, and such is now of necessity that which constrains them to alter their 
former systems of government. 

The history of the past and present sovereigns and governments of England and of the Six 
Nations is a repeated history of injuries and usurpations, all having in direct object, the establishing 
of an absolute tyranny over our peoples. To prove this let facts be submitted to a candid world. 

Incidental to the revolution of the British Colonies in America against British rule, the Six 
Nations were more closely involved than any other of the aborigines peoples. The British Colony 
of Canada on the north of the lakes remained loyal to the Crown, whilst those on the south revolted. 
The Six Nations domain lay between them ; and strife to secure the Six Nations' friendship im
mediately began between the contestants. In the end the more powerful of the Six Nations people 
became active allies of the British against the revolting Colonies. The Mohawks being nearest the 
colonies frontiers, were the earliest to be involved, and took the initiative to secure guarantees from 
the British, as protection against eventualities. The Mohawks applied, accordingly, to Sir Guy 
Carlton, commander of the British forces in Canada and were assured by him that the British 
would make good any losses that the Mohawks and their friends might sustain. Feeling secure in 
that promise, the Mohawks and others of Six Nations joined heartily on the British side. Later 
they felt it prudent to have that promise reduced to writing and this was done by Governor Haldi
mand successor to Carlton by written pledge and on the 7th of April, 1779, Governor Haldimand 
delivered to Six Nations the following document : 

" By his Excellency General Haldimand, Esq., Captain General and Commander-in-chief 
of the Province of Quebec and upon the frontiers of Quebec et cetera. Some of the Mohawks 
of the villages of Canopharie, Tikondarago and Aughuago whose settlements then had been 
on account of their steady attachment to the King's service and the interests of government 
ruined by the rebels ; having informed me that my predecessor Sir Guy Carlton was pleased to 
promise as soon as the present troubles were at an end, the same should be restored at the 
expense of the government to the state they were in before these hostilities broke out, and said 
promise appearing to be just ; I do hereby ratify the same and assure them the said promise 
so far as in me lies, shall be faithfully executed as soon as that happy time comes. 

" Given under my hand and seal at Quebec the 7th, April, 1779. 

(Signed), FRED HALDIMAND." 

It is to be noted that when the pledge was made good by the Haldimand cession in 1784, 
the pledge parchment was no doubt surrendered to the British for it has long been in the British 
Museum in London. 

When the war closed the Six Nations had all been driven from their homelands to the cover 
of British forts along the shore of the Great Lake Ontario. The Treaty of Paris between Great 
Britain and the United States of America of 1783 contained no stipulations covering the rights 
and interests of these Six Nations, allies of the British, to the amazement and consternation of the 
latter. The .Six Nations promptly called upon the British to carry out the Crown pledge with the 
result that the demand was met by Governor Haldimand in the following written terms since 
known as the " Haldimand Treaty." 

Royal Seal. 

" FREDERICK HALDIMAND, Captain General and Governor in Chief of Quebec, etc., etc., 
etc., General and Commander in Chief of His Majesty's Forces in the said province and the 
territories thereof, etc., etc., etc. 

" Whereas His Majesty having been pleased to direct in consideration of the early attach
ment to his cause manifested by the Mohawk Indians, and of the loss of their settlement 
which they thereby sustained that a convenient tract of land under His protection should be 
chosen as a safe and comfortable retreat for them and others of the Six Nations who have 
either lost their settlements within the territory of the United States, or wish to retire from them 
to the British ; I have at the desire of many of these His Majesty's allies, purchased a tract of 
land from the Indians situated between the Lakes Ontario, Huron and Erie and I do hereby in 
His Majesty's name, authorize and permit the said Mohawk Nation, and such other of the Six 
Nations Indians as wish to settle in that quarter to take possession of and settle upon the banks 
of the river commonly called Ouse or Grand River, running into Lake Erie, alloting them for 
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that purpose six miles deep from either side of the river, beginning at Lake Erie and extending 
in that proportion to the head of the said River which them and their posterity are to enjoy 
for ever. 

" Given under my hand and seal at arms at the Castle of Saint Lewis at Quebec the 25th 
day of October, 1784, and in the 25th year of His Majesty's Reign. 

(Signed), FRED HALDIMAND. 

(Signed), By his Excellency's Command, R. MATTHEWS." 

This document was thereupon delivered into the hands of Captain Brant, the principal 
Chief of the Mohawks and the leader of the Six Nations, Allies of the British during the Revolutionary 
War. I t has ever since been in the custody of the principal Chiefs of the Six Nations. 

Great Britain has ever since the year 1800 recognized that the Six Nations of the Grand 
River are legitimate inheritors of the ancient sovereignty of the Six Nations and have so declared 
in a memorial filed by the British Imperial Government in 1912 in the presentation of a pecuniary 
claim against the United States for the benefit of the Cayugas of the Grand River and in the following 
language referred to the time of the settlement at the Grand River. " The Six Nations were 
recognized as Independent nations and allies of the Dutch, and afterwards by the English to whom 
the Dutch surrendered their possessions in 1664." Also 

" These confederate nations have ever since resided upon the Grand River where they 
have been domiciled and established, maintaining their cohesion and ancient constitution and 
method of government." (From British memorial V. I. P. I. Ottawa, Dominion of Canada.) 

From the day the Six Nations settled on the banks of the Grand River neither Great Britain 
nor the Dominion of Canada has ever attempted under claim of British Sovereignty to impose an}' 
taxation upon the Grand River lands or the Six Nations. During all this time the Six Nations 
through their own government have administered all their own domestic and internal concerns 
according to their own customs, and on the foundation of their own constitution. They have 
always claimed sovereignty to that extent and until some seven years ago their claim has never 
been denied by or in the name of the British people or interfered with by one act of the British. 
Canadian officials during the late war undertook to conscript the Six Nations men into the British 
service, but the attempt was met by the determined opposition of the Six Nations Council with the 
result that the attempt was abandoned and the want of right in the Canadian government thereby 
conceded. Representatives from the Dominion Parliament thereupon addressed the Six Nations 
people and warned them that if the German Kaiser succeeded, their treaty (meaning the Haldimand 
Treaty), would be no longer good, for he was no respecter of treaties, regarding them as waste paper. 
Thereupon 600 Six Nations men volunteered in the British forces and took part in the war, a number 
in excess of the proportion furnished by any of the allies in that conflict. 

The Canadian government makes its pretension of sovereignty over the Six Nations by 
reason of the extensive home rule rights granted by the British Imperial Parliament under the 
British North American Act, creating the Dominion of Canada in 1868. By that Act the Dominion 
Parliament is vested among other powers with the power to legislate in respect to Indians. That 
meant power to legislate for Canada in respect to relations with Indians. The Imperial Parliament 
up to that time never pretended to possess sovereign rights to legislate over the Six Nations cannot 
be deemed to have intended to bestow a greater right upon the Parliament of the Dominion of 
Canada. Neither can that act by the language used be deemed to authorize the Dominion of 
Canada to ignore the obligations of the Imperial government outstanding under a prior treaty with 
the Six Nations. The next year after the establishment of the Dominion the Dominion Parliament 
began its paternalistic legislation since enlarged i.ito the code called the Indian Act. Realizing 
that the Dominion government was without sovereign authority over the Six Nations the Indian 
department called a meeting of the various tribes to be held at Sarnia in June 1871, at which the 
formal acquiesance of the various tribes in that Dominion legislature was sought. The congress 
was duly attended, including delegates from the Six Nations—but when the latter learned of the 
proposal that the congress should consider for approval, the adoption of that legislation, the Six 
Nations delegates immediately withdrew. 

The continued increase in the population of the Dominion of Canada surrounding the Grand 
River lands has witnessed the growing disposition on the Dominion Indian office to impose its will 
upon the Grand River people. The paternalistic policy which has caused the attitude of the 
Dominion towards scattered handfuls of aborigines of North America north of the great lakes having 
been yielded to or welcomed ; the Indian office has become impatient at the exception presented in 
the case of the Six Nations, and has supposed the time has come when the Six Nations people should 
be coerced into obedience to its will. Never, however, until the year 1922 has the Dominion 
Indian office resorted to force for that purpose. 
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The patience with which the Six Nations have endured the increasingly contemptuous 
attitude of the Dominion Indian office has gone far to invite a continuance of the contempt, but 
every official manifestation of such contempt by way of action has been met with formal protests on 
every occasion, and our right of home rule and independence boldly asserted. The status of the 
Six Nations on the Grand River is summed up in an officiaf report of the Education department 
of the Province of Ontario for 1919, in which the following appears : 

" By Dr. R. B. Orr, archaeologist (1919 page 55). 

' The Six Nations of Ontario to-day present an instance of how a smaller people, though 
totally surrounded by whites, may govern themselves and preserve their tribal and national 
independence with the diminant power faithfully observing its treaties instead of disregarding 
them because it has the power to do so " and also (on page 40). 

" The Six Nations hold their land under the Haldimand Grant to this day. In this 
manner His Majesty's faithful allies took possession of and occupied the Grand River Tract, 
Their sovereignty and identity were two things that were conserved." 

In December 1922, the Canadian Indian office in apparent retaliation for the more determined 
attitude on the part of the Six Nations people caused our Six Nations country to be invaded by 
officials with writs of summons issued from Canadian courts for the seizure and arrest of Six Nations 
people, accompanied by men under arms. Instead of meeting the aggression by force, the Council 
determined to appeal for protection to the League of Nations and immediately presented to the 
representatives of the Netherlands governments, at Washington, a petition to the Netherlands 
government to bring their situation to the notice of the League of Nations and the government of 
Holland did so in April, 1923. This situation was recognized by the Dominion of Canada govern
ment as involving a question which might in justice, to have a consideration, and a formal offer 
was made that the issue of the status of the Six Nations be taken up for judicial determination. 
Since the tribunal proposed by Canada was to be brought into being as a British body, under 
Canadian legislation and compensated by the Canadian government, the offer was rejected on the 
ground that such a tribunal would not be a true international tribunal, nor unprejudiced. 

That negotiation recognized ; recognizes the Grand River Council on the de facto and de jure 
government of the Six Nations. 

As a consummation of determination of the Dominion government to subjugate the Six 
Nations, an armed force was quartered in their midst about the first of the year 1923, and has 
ever since been maintained there, but inasmuch as that measure was taken in face of protest of the 
Six Nations Council and while its appeal for protection by the League of Nations was pending, 
Canada is estopped to claim that the resulting and existing situation is the proper test of the question 
whether the Six Nations constitute an independent self governing state. 

It has now become customary for the Canadian government to refer to our territorial domain 
as Crown lands, which by process of aggression would bring us under British subjection, a condition 
we do and will always reject. 

For many years past our people have been regarded by our oppressors as inferior and de
generate people and spoken of and discriminated against as " savages." 

We have been induced from time to time to part with large tracts of land of our territory, 
and to that end are purported to have executed solemn deeds and writings under seal. These 
documents are couched in terms unintelligible to us, and to which we appear to have sometimes 
put our mark for mere nominal or no money or other consideration. Large areas of our domain are 
taken from us and occupied by others, in respect of which no account is made. 

Superintendents have been appointed from time to time by the Canadian government 
professing to be our friends, but are in reality our greatest enemies and misappropriate, embezzle 
and steal our resources. Very large sums of money have professedly been invested on our 
behalf and have been totally lost to us. Enormous sums are withheld at the Canadian Treasury, 
while our people are convicted of vagrancy, trafficking in liquor, and such kindred offences, brought 
about and the immediate consequence of the aggression and conditions are daily becoming more 
acute and unbearable. 

We are penned in our reservation supervised by a form of militarism diluted with a sickening 
brand of patronising ecclesiasticism, this latter has hitherto been a most effective weapon in the 
hands of our oppressors. Our women and children pass sleepless nights and are in constant dread 
of the intrusions and behaviour of our so-called guardians, the Royal Northwest Mounted Police, 
who have broken open our safes, stolen our wampum belts and symbols of our ancient government 
and constitution. 
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A subtle and hypocritical hand has succeeded in dividing our people into two opposing 
parties as an effective means of encompassing our precious autonomy. 

We are now restricted from dealing with one another for the exchange of our products 
without government license and not satisfied with the outrages carried out by the military police, 
one Colonel Cecil Morgan, the Indian superintendent appointed by the Canadian government— 
himself murderously threatened our women with a loaded revolver and being charged before the 
Brantford Police Judge, was convicted and only escaped a gaol sentence by payment of money. 

We therefore, representatives of the Six Nations of aborigines of North America in Council 
Assembled appealing to the Supreme Judge of the world for the rectitude of our intentions, do, in 
the name and authority of the good people of our confederacy solemnly PUBLICLY DECLARE 
that our people are and of right ought to be a free and independent community and are absolved 
from all allegiance to the British Crown and its Overseas Dominions in Canada or elsewhere, and 
that all political connection between us and the British Empire is and ought to be totally dissolved 
and that as a free and independent people, we have full power to maintain peace, contract alliances, 
establish commerce, and do all other acts and things which independent people may of right do. 

And for the support of this declaration, with a firm reliance on the protection of divine 
providence, we mutually pledge to each other our lives, our fortunes and our sacred honor. 

Signed and declared by us Chiefs of the Six Nations and hereunto is affixed the Common 
Seal of the Ho-De-No-Sau-Nees Confederation of the Grand River. 

Done at Oswegen this 19th day of June, 1928. 

Henry K. Powless 
Jacob Salem Johnson 
Robert Davies 
Isaac General 
Seaman Silver 
Joseph Logan 

Other members present : Mark Martin, Jacob Lewis, A.S.C. 

The common seal of the Ho-De-No-Sau-Nees Federation of the Grand River was hereunto 
affixed and duly signed and duly elected representatives of Six Nations in our presence. 

CHIEF CHAUNCEY GARLOW, Speaker. 

Other signers include Chief Jones Crawford, Chief Patrick Longboat, Sergt. Major W. J. 
Williams, Haldimand Regiment and Private William J. Staats, 29th Battalion in France. 

To His BRITTANIC MAJESTY'S SECRETARY OF STATE FOR FOREIGN AFFAIRS, 

WHITEHALL, LONDON. 

20th June, 1928. 

You are desired to take notice that the Grand Council of the Confederacy of Six Nations 
of the Grand River, Ontario, Canada, has formally declared its non-dependence for further 
protection upon Great Britain, as heretofore, and demands immediate withdrawal of Royal 
North West Mounted Police quartered in its Territory. 

Furthermore, reparations, indemnity and guarantees are sought for illegal and unwarran
table invasion with violence, acts of war, and breach of solemn Treaty rights and stipulations 
of long standing, also non-recognition of sovereign and political autonomy of Six Nations latterly. 

And His Imperial Majesty's Government is further warned that it is the intention of this 
Confederacy to convene a representative assembly or tribunal of disinterested and unprejudiced 
arbitrators before which all interested parties will have full opportunity of laying their briefs 
on the table and also their hands, palm upwards. 

JOHN RICHARD OCKLESHAW-JOHNSON, 

Minister of Justice for the Confederacy. 

DETROIT, 

MICHIGAN, U.S.A. 

To THE MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR 

DOMINION OF CANADA. 
OTTAWA, 20th June, 1928. 

Concurrently with Declaration of Independence of Six Nations of Indians of the Grand 
River demand has been made upon the Imperial Government, Whitehall, London, England, 
for the immediate withdrawal of the Royal North West Mounted Police ; unlawful invaders of 
Indian Territory, under various pretexts and devices in the past. 
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It is not my intention to advise you in regard to the grave position in which the British 
Colonists are placed by the dastardly acts and outrages perpetrated by these armed forces. 
You will doubtless receive your orders in due course from Whitehall. 

Meantime, however, I would intimate that incidental to the evacuation by the aforesaid 
invaders, arrangements are already completed, for the maintenance of peace, security and 
tranquility, by the Indians themselves, for themselves and amongst themselves—needless to 
say without arms. 

Any disturbances, I am assured by the Indians, that might unfortunately take place, 
as in the past, and from time immemorial always have been, would be entirely attributable to 
acts and deeds of their time honoured, so called guardians and friends—their white neighbours 
the Colonists. 

JOHN RICHARD OCKLESHAW-JOHNSON, 

Minister of Justice for the Confederacy. 
DETROIT, 

MICHIGAN, U.S.A. 

No heed was paid to this communication by the British Government but the Indian Depart
ment of the Canadian Government felt bound to make some reply, and accordingly, a lavish campaign 
was instituted in the Canadian newpapers, confusing the issue by an elaborate laudation of the 
Government's management of isolated groups of Indians all over the Dominion and describing 
the Declaration of Independence as " the act of a few disgruntled malcontents " whereas the 
Declaration represented the unanimous support of 95 per cent, of the Iroquois people, the other 5 
per cent, were represented by those whom the Canadian had succeeded in persuading to become 
British Subjects by paying sums of money to them out of the Six Nations funds and also those who 
had been " sweetened " by other means, such as holding jobs under the Indian Departments 
new so called " Six Nations Council " recently set up under Canadian legislation. 

The much talked of enquiry into Six Nations affairs by a Commissioner, as the result of the 
failure to agree upon an Arbitration reference with the Canadian Government, took place and a 
Report was made on December 5th, 1923, by Colonel Andrew T. Thompson, B.A., LL-B. The 
purport thereof, which in no way was empowered to deal with the question of " Status " of Six 
Nations was so entirely in favour of the Indians, that it has been pigeon-holed, and not acted upon 
by the Canadian Government. 

In the early part of 1929, the Mohawk Chief, Jacob Lewis and the writer were sent to Geneva 
by the Six Nations Council and the following letter was written to the League of Nations :— 

GENEVA, 30th May, 1929. 
To THE DIRECTOR OF COMMITTEES, 

LEAGUE OF NATIONS, 

GENEVA. 

DEAR SIR, 

We enclose herewith printed copy of DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE of the Confederacy 
of Six Nations of the GRAND RIVER IROQUOIS INDIANS, CANADA. Our object in doing so is 
in furtherance of our desire to lay the true state of our affairs before an independent tribunal, 
and in that connection the good offices of the League of Nations are now sought. 

The case of the Six Nations is already familiar to the League of Nations, and as a result 
of representation of its grievances made to the League a few years ago, a course of domestic 
reference was proposed to a Court of Canadian judges which was entirely unacceptable to us. 
The refusal bringing upon us a renewed condition of aggression by the Canadian government 
and its officials. 

For the past 12 or 15 months the writer of this letter went over to Canada from England 
to make a complete investigation into the complaints and grievances of the Iroquois having 
already been in close touch with Indian life and conditions for years prior to the world war. 

After months of careful study and actual residence in the houses of various Indians on 
their reservation on the Grand River, he, the writer, came to the conclusion that the only 
course open to the Indians was that culminating in the enclosed declaration of Independence. 

Referring to the Declaration for a moment, it may be said that no answer whatsoever 
has been received from the British Government in reply to the cablegram of 20th June, 1928. 
So far as regards the message transmitted to the Canadian Government of equal date it may 
be said that no answer was expected. Our complaint in this terrible drama goes back to the 
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Revolutionary days, and must be traced, inch by inch, up to this present date, and the result 
laid at the door of England, and England alone. Much activity has been manifested by the 
Royal Canadian Mounted Police since the publication of the Declaration of Independence, 
and threats and attempts of arrest of the writer were made by this much advertised relic of 
the hated " Red Coats." Much vulgar abuse and defamation of the writer's character was 
carried on by the Government's Agents aided by a mysterious official document purporting to 
come from Government headquarters in England. Incidental to these clumsy proceedings 
the writer's legal papers and other documents were withheld by Canadian Government officials 
in the hope of affecting his arrest, of which more may be heard hereafter. 

I have the honour, etc., 
J. R. OCKLESHAW-JOHNSON. 

No reply being received we were assured by the Secretariat officials that an answer had been 
omitted through pressure of business, though an answer was assured, and in due course a mere 
acknowledgment was received. The writer then called at the Secretariat requesting to see a 
person of authority and was received by a Mr. J. B. Wilson, who explained that he knew about 
Six Nations' case, but added (as he filled his pipe from a large canister of tobacco), " I am very 
busy but I may tell you now that the Six Nations' case cannot come before the League of Nations." 
He then went on to say that he himself was a New Zealander and that they had a similar question 
in New Zealand with the native Maioris. 

This intimation by Mr. Wilson seemed the last word and there was no course open but to 
leave Geneva empty. 

In 1930 the conditions in the Reservation were growing still worse through the aggressive 
acts of the Government and persecutions by the Canadian Government. The Council of the Six 
Nations decided to send a deputation of seven to visit the King of England (The Great White 
Father). The deputation consisted of three Chieftains, two Warriors and two women, all of whom 
travelled upon passports issued by their Confederacy which were honoured and respected throughout. 
" The Great White Father " could not see them upon their arrival in England. At the office of the 
Secretary of the Dominions, it was said that there was no one who could see them. 

A Socialist Government was, however, in office at this time and upon visiting the House of 
Commons, the deputation was received and entertained to tea on the terrace of the Houses of 
Parliament. Here the pipe of peace with its covenant chain attached, presented to the Iroquois 
150 years ago by their British Allies and brothers, was smoked and passed round. A committee of 
the House of Commons was formed and much interest was apparently shown by all members of 
Parliament. The Committee of six was reduced to four. I t consisted of :— 

Mr. Thomas Haycock, M.P. Mr. Fenner Brockway, M.P. 
Sir William Davidson, M.P. and Captain Osbert Peak, M.P. 

Mr. Haycock, a Canadian born person, said that for the sake of the honour of Canada this matter 
must be thoroughly gone into. The Committee meeting was attended several times when it was 
said that the Deputation need not remain in England and could return to Canada, meantime 
something would be done by the Committee. The deputation, having parted with their last 25 
dollars to the Committee for some purpose unknown, without it was for the tea, had asked the British 
Government for £2,000 out of their own monies. 

Mr. Brockway assured them that such a request " would spoil their case " but the Committee 
would supply them with the needed funds. The Indians waited in London for a decision as to 
their affairs and for money to return to Canada. Meantime, the House of Commons adjourned, 
when it was found that Sir William Davidson had gone abroad and could not be reached and 
Captain Peek had gone shooting nor could he be reached. 

The deputation were now considerably in debt for board and lodgings, and were a charge 
upon the writer. 

The two socialist members who undoubtedly meant well, had been hoodwinked by the two 
Tory members who were doubtless acting upon instructions from the Foreign Office in the back
ground. An appeal was made to the various Philanthropic Societies in vain. Reluctantly, an 
appeal was made to the High Commissioner of Canada who undertook to cable to Ottawa, but 
word came back that there were no funds for the Indians. This in spite of the stringent laws which 
are known internationally as Emigrations Laws. At length the writer, with the assistance of the 
Salvation Army, defrayed all expenses of board and lodgings and passages back to Canada for the 
Indians. There is, however, a debt of nearly £100 still due to The Salvation Army for its splendid 
behaviour, and also another charitable organization. 

The Council have since decided that never again will Six Nations trust either the Canadian 
or the British Government, much less permit their affairs to come before the Courts of either country. 
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It may be mentioned that one of this deputation was a Miss Emily General, an efficient 
scholar and teacher of Indian School, who upon leaving Canada appointed a substitute to take her 
school. Miss General received a letter from Colonel Morgan (the Indian Agent), which was for
warded to England, informing her that her cheque for $100, months salary was stopped and she was 
dismissed. This letter was produced before the Committee of the House of Commons. Miss 
General is now reduced to labouring on a farm for a living. 

As shortly as possible it is now proposed to submit a valid and admitted claim of Six Nations 
against the Canadian or English Government or both, and the Petitioners would invite an advisory 
opinion of the League in connection therewith. 

STATEMENT OF GROUNDS ON WHICH IT IS CONTENDED CANADA IS 

RESPONSIBLE TO THE SIX NATIONS. 

THE SIX NATIONS COMPLAIN :— 

(1) Of the investment by the Government of Canada of $153,025.00, of their funds in the 
Grand River Navigation Company, the whole of which has been totally lost. 

(2) That at least 1,826 acres of their land was flooded, and the use of the same for ever lost 
to them, in consequence of the works of the said Company, and by the works in connection 
with the feeder to the Welland Canal, all authorized by Canada, for which the Six Nations 
received no compensation. 

(3) That 369 acres of land belonging to the Six Nations, with other lands, was granted by 
Canada to said Grand River Navigation Company, without one cent, of compensation 
being made to the Indians. 

The Six Nations seek to have the responsibility of Canada for all of the above, determined by a 
Board of Arbitrators. 

They offer the Memoranda here included, as part of the evidence they adduce in support of their 
request for Arbitration. 

SIX NATIONS AND GRAND RIVER NAVIGATION CO. 

Commissioner's Report for 1858 states the Six Nations are proprietors of 6121 shares 
of Grand River Navigation Co. stock at $25 each, making a total invested in stock ... 

There was also loaned to the same Company money belonging to Six Nations 
amounting to the sum of (O. in C. P.) 

There was also loaned to the same Company money belonging to Six Nations amoun
ting to the sum of (O. in C. P.) 

It would seem that this sum was returned, i.e., the loan of $18,000. This is only 
an inference though. 

The only authority that has so far been discovered by the Six Nations for the stock 
investment is the O. in C. of March 10th, 1834. But, this only authorised a stock 
subscription of $26,000 which would equal, at $25 each 1040 shares 

The shares they actually paid up numbered 1621 ,, 
or a difference for the subscription of which the Six Nations can give no author
ization, of ... ... ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• ••• 5081 ,, 

On the 19th May, 1862, William Spragge then Deputy Superintendent General Indian Affairs, 
reported (See Sess. Pap. Vol. 26, No. 3, 1866 No. 19), " The Company was incorporated by the U.C. 

Act. 2nd., William 4th Cap. 13, which passed 28th January, 1832. It fixed the Capital stock 
at £50,000. By authority of Orders in Council of various dates, sanction was given to employ 
Indian funds in the operation of the Company, both as loans and as payments upon stock. 
Ultimately, probably from loans not being realised, and their conversion into stock being considered 
unavoidable, the Indians came to hold as stock £38,256 5s. of Six Nation money, being upwards 
Of three-fourths of the entire stock, while as appears from a letter from Mr. Wm. Hamilton 
Merritt in 1834, one of the Chief promoters of the scheme, the amount held collectively by 
individual stock-holders did not exceed £5,000, and it is questionable whether even the whole 
of this was paid up." 

$153,025 

$18,000 

$171,025 

$18,000 

$171,025 
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It is probable the Indians acquired the balance of 5,081 shares in this way. 
Specific Orders in Council, authorising the investment of Six Nation moneys in this Company, 
are put forward by the Six Nations as follows. These were passed by the Government of 
both Upper Canada and the Province of Canada. 

Loan $20,000. Stock subscription $26,000 by Order in Council of March 10th, 1834. 
Payments on account of stock subscription with Orders in Council authority in the same 
were as follows :— 

$4,000-00 by O. in C. of June 22nd, 1839. 
$3,345-82 by O. in C. of January 16th, 1840. 
$9,010-36 by O. in C. of August 3rd, 1840. 
$5,867-64 by O. in C. of November 24th, 1840. 

$16,42014 by O. in C. of February 10th, 1842. 

$38,643-96 paid by virtue of above authorities. 

But, there was a general authorisation from Council for the whole of the payments made. 

By Order in Council under date of 12th July, 1838, approved the 16th July, 1838, the Committee 
of Council adopted the Report of Attorney General Hagerman that :— 

" the Government has always been and must necessarily remain vested with authority for 
" the management of the moneys belonging to the Indians." 

By Report of Council dated 16th January, 1840, read January 21st, 1840, and approved by the 
Governor General, it was decided :— 

" under the circumstances (set out), the Government was under the necessity of directing the 
" payment of the possibility of now withdrawing the Indian fund, or of refusing to pay up the 
" instalments, etc., etc." 

By Order in Council approved October 4th, 1843, it is stated :— 
" the Government cannot retrace the step of investing Indian moneys in the Grand River 
" Navigation stock or refrain from appropriating Indian funds for the preservation of the 
" Indian interest therein." 

By Order in Council of 27th November, 1840, it is stated :— 
" as respects the Indian Investment in the stock of the Navigation Company of the Grand 
" River, although the Council feel that they never would or could have advised the investment 
" of Indians in a commercial speculation, yet these funds are involved to the amount of three-
" fourths of the stock, the Indian interests are not represented in the Direction, and there is 
" no resource open but the payment of the instalments on the stock, until the whole shall be 
" called in." 

By Order in Council of February 10th, 1842, it is stated :— 
" It is not necessary for the Committee to enter into any explanation of this subject further 
" than by reference to a Minute of the Executive Council of Upper Canada, of the 1st of August, 
" 1840, which shows that however the Government may regret the investment of Indian 
" funds in the stock of the Grand River Navigation, yet the instalments must be paid as called 
" in , or the whole capital will be forfeited." 

By the same Order in Council of January 21st, 1840, the Government apparently recognized its 
liability, for the Order goes on to state :— 
" the debt of the Company must be paid or the Indian stock would be forfeited for non-payment 
" and the Government, probably, called on to make good the whole amount." 

At the time the Order in Council of January 21st, 1840, was passed and by which it was decided 
to pay up the stock only 55 per cent, of the money due on the Indian stock, or the sum of 19,198 
pounds, 8s. 0£d. had been paid. Council were then considering a Report from the Chief Superin
tendent of Indian Affairs on the subject, had the same before them, and it is set out in full in the 
Order in Council, which referring to the Grand River investment stated :— 

" This large and unprofitable investment was made without the consent of the Indians or even 
" a desire on their part being expressed to become stockholders in the Company and that from 
" the commencement of the work to the present period, they have not received one shilling of 
" benefit from the investment. i ! ! i : 'They have therefore very naturally protested against 
" any further payments from their funds on account of this work, and have implored the Govern-
" ment which invested without consulting them so large an amount of their available means, 
" to restore it, in order that it may be invested in such securities as will yield a profit." 

In the face of this protest, Government went on and paid out the balance of 45 per cent., still due 
on the stock. 
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AS TO THE ATTITUDE OF SIX NATIONS. 

S. P. Jarvis, Chief Superintendent, writes on January 16th, 1840 :— 

" They (the Six Nations), have therefore very naturally protested against any further payment 
" from their funds on account of this work." 
" The Indians have frequently complained of the transaction and have petitioned the Govern-
" ment to take the stock off their hands." Leg. Col. Sess. Pap. No. 2, Vol. 44-144-5, 8 Vic. 
Appdx. EEE. 

(On December 4th, 1843, the Indians petition Government to take the stock off their hands as for 
seven years, they have not received one farthing). 

In 1858, the Indian Commissioners report :— 

" They (the Six Nations) are also proprietors of 6,121 shares of §25.00 each of Grand River 
" Navigation Company stock for which the Government acting as their Trustees paid 38,256 
" pounds, 5s. 5d., ($153,025.00) This is quite unproductive, and the Indians complain of 
" the hardship of so much of their money being alienated without their consent, in an unprofitable 
" speculation." Appx. 20 to 29, Vol. 16, No. 6, 1858. 

On the 18th July, 1850, R. Bruce, Superintendent General Indian Affairs, reports this matter 
as being :— 

" a fertile source of discontent " among the Indians. 

In 1839 the Six Nations agreed to surrender about 40,000 acres of their lands for sale, on condition 
that the purchasers take over from them their stock in the Grand River Navigation Co. 

In a petition from the Six Nations read in Council and laid before it by Chas. T. Metcalfe, the 4th 
October, 1843, the Indians allege :— 

" That from the importunities of the whites through the Government, they have from time 
" to time surrendered the greater part of their tract, the money arising from the sales thereof 
" being funded and the interest yearly divided among their Chiefs, warriors, women and 
" children, until for the last seven years it entirely ceased, although during the last 12 years 
" they have sold to the Government the lands forming the Townships of Dunn, Cayuga, 
" Brantford and the Town of Brantford, the money arising therefrom and their own funds 
" being expended Without their consent to construct and improve the navigation of the Grand 
" River, for the benefit of the whites." 

A further petition from the Six Nations was dated 4th December, 1843, the Indians stating in part 
as follows :— 

" And the Chiefs would further represent********is it fair that so large a part of their lands 
" should be sold ? Money collected for their timber collected by the whites ? Their Trustee 
" and Agent regularly paid their salary ? And they, their warriors, women and children, 
" and infirm, for the last seven years not receiving one farthing ? The whites say that their 
" investigation (? investment) in the Grand River Navigation Company will be profitable, 
" and if they really believe so, we hope that Your Excellency will get the Government to 
" purchase their stock in the Company, so that the money may be placed in Government 
" debentures, and they, their warriors, women, children and infirm draw interest thereof 
" annually." 

A letter from the Rev. W. H. Landon dated in June 1844, was forwarded to Lord Stanley, then 
Colonial Secretary, which states :— 

" Sir John Colborne during his administration of the Government has caused this money to 
" be invested in the stock of the Grand River Navigation Company where it has ever since 
" remained unproductive, nor is it ever likely to pay anything like a fair equivalent. 
" Last year many persons among them perished for want of food, etc., etc." 

Lord Stanley wrote Sir Chas. Metcalfe under date of July 26th, 1844 :— 

" I regret to find on referring to the Report of Commissioners on Indian Affairs, that some of 
" the statements made by Mr. Angus's correspondent (Angus) are not capable of contradiction." 

Apparently prior to 15th July, 1852, the Six Nations had petitioned the Government (according 
to Report of Committee of Council to Lord Elgin) :— 

" praying Your Excellency to recommend to the Legislature to pay back their money upon the 
" same terms as private stockholders were paid in the Welland Canal," 

but the Petition was refused by Council, as they were :— 
" of opinion that the Indian lands have been much improved in value by the works of the 
" Grand River Navigation Company." 
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This was in face of the Report of the Commissioners for Indian Affairs, who by Report to Par
liament :— 

" The Opening of this navigation does not appear to have increased the value of this remaining 
" lands, while it has flooded and rendered unfit for use a large portion of the valuable flats 
" on both sides of the River, which the Indians formerly cultivated and for the loss of which 
" the}' have received no compensation." 

The Indians have ever since sought compensation for their loss. 

MEMORANDA AS TO LANDS FLOODED AND TAKEN. 

The Indian Commissioners for 1847 reported :— 

" Your commissioners cannot abstain from expressing their opinion upon this injudicious 
" investment of the funds of the Indians. The opening of this navigation does not appear to 
" have increased the value of their remaining lands, while it has flooded and rendered unfit for 
" use a large portion of the valuable flats on both sides of the river which the Indians formerly 
" cultivated, and for the loss of which they have received no compensation." 

In a petition from the Six Nations addressed to the Honourable the House of Commons of Canada, 
it is asserted :— 

" That before and at the time of the completion of the Welland Canal, the said Six Nations of 
" Indians were the owners of large quantities of valuable unsurrendered lands which lay 
" contiguous to the head of the said Canal. That b}"- reason of the Erection of the Dam at the 
" village of Dunville, put and placed across the Grand River for the purpose of filling the Feeder 
" to the said Canal, very large quantities of said lands were submerged and permanently 
" overflowed. That although certain individuals have been satisfied their losses sustained by 
" reason of the flooding of said lands, yet Your Petitioners would humbly state that the Six 
" Nations have not been in any way compensated for the loss of the soil and usefruct of the 
" said land so flooded as aforesaid. Your Petitioners feel that it is literally unecessary for 
" them to state that the Crown of Great Britain has always held sacred the rights of the Six 
" Nations to all unsurrendered lands. That the late Lewis Burwell, Esquire, a Provincial 
" Land Surveyor, reported that One thousand eight hundred and twenty-six, and eighty 
" hundredths acres of lands were flooded as aforesaid." 
" This measure were it to pass the Legislature in its present form, would have the effect of 
" depriving the Six Nation Indians of all the money property invested in trust in the Capital 
" stock of the Company and in the property in land comprising about three hundred and 
" sixty-nine acres, which under an Order in Council of 20th October, 1836, was made over to 
" the Company, without any payment being received in consideration thereof, and which 
" forms the sites of fine dams and locks, constructed for improvement of the navigation, and 
" which it is apprehended afford water power of considerable value, from which the Indian 
" funds have received no benefit, but in consequence of which it will be recollected portions 
" of their lands were submerged." See Report of Spragge under date of 19th May, 1862 in 
Sess. Pap. Vol. 26, No. 3, 1866, No. 19. 

ATTITUDE OF THE GOVERNMENT. 

A loan of Five thousand pounds and stock subscription of Sixty-five hundred pounds was authorized 
on behalf of the Six Nation Indians, to and in the Grand River Navigation Company the 10th day 
of March 1834 by the Governor in Council. 

" The funds of the Six Nation Indians having been loaned to the Company (G. R. Nav. Co.) 
" for improving in the navigation of the Grand River as the most advantageous mode of in-
" vestment no further proceeding on the subject (transferring Indian funds from England to 
" Canada) is at present necessary." Minute of Council July 31st, 1834. 

Grant of 369 acres of lands for purposes of Company October 20th, 1836. Minute of Council, etc. 
Hon. H. H. Killally, President of the Board of Works in his annual Report to Government (Appdx. 
A., Leg. Col. Sess. Pap. No. 2, Vol. 4, 1844-5) in Section dealing with Grand River Navigation 
Company says :— 

" This Navigation is so intimately connected with the Welland Canal, that it may fairly be 
" considered as forming part of it.********From Cayuga to Brantford the works have been 
" undertaken by a chartered company under the title of the Grand River Navigation Company. 
" The total stock originally subscribed for amounts to Forty-seven thousand four hundred and 
" twelve pounds, of which Thirty-eight thousand two hundred and fifty-six pounds, belongs to 
" the Six Nation Indians." 
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At a meeting of the Executive Council the 30th March, 1837, directions were given to call in in
stalments due on purchases of Six Nation lands :— 

" the principal object of which is to raise if possible a sufficient sum to discharge large advances 
" made by Mr. Dunn on account of the Indians and amounting to between Six and Seven 
" thousand pounds." 

By Order in Council of June 15th, 1838, the Receiver General was authorized to negotiate Deben
tures to the amount of Sixty-five hundred pounds and to apply the proceeds to the service of the 
Company. 

By order in Council of July 12th, 1838, the Government pledged the proceeds of sales of Indian 
lands at Grand River as security for part of loan of Sixty-five hundred pounds stating :— 

" the Government has always been and must necessarily remain vested with authority for 
" the management of the monies belonging to the Indians." 

The Lieutenant Governor, Sir Geor. Arthur, approved of the action of Council, but under protest. 
A Bill designed to take over the Grand River Canal, as a public work and pay off the shareholders, 
as was done in the case of the Welland Canal, passed the Legislative Assembly April 16th, 1839, and 
was sent to the Legislative Council, but not returned. 

By Order in Council of June 22nd, 1839, the Committee reluctantly consent to measures for payment 
of remainder of instalments due on Grand River stock, stating :— 

" they are of opinion that the investment of Indian monies in a speculation of this nature was 
" most unadvised and imprudent. The Council hope that some means of relief to the Indians 
" may be found." 

Minute of Council of July 16th, 1839 :— 
" The Council are of opinion that the Indian monies should be invested in public securities 
" alone." 

Order in Council of January 21st, 1840 :— 
" The Council beg to state for the information of Your Excellency that the investment of the 
" money of the Six Nation Indians in the stock of the Grand River Navigation Company took 
" place by authority of Sir John Colborne, upon the recommendation of the Trustees of the 
" Six Nations. Their Excellencies Sir Francis Head and Sir George Arthur, alike objected 
" to the investment but before the assumption of the Government by Sir Francis Head, the 
" chief part of the money had been already invested, liable to forfeiture, in case the further 
" stock should not be paid in. Under these circumstances, the Government was under the 
" necessity or directing the payment of the stock as it became due, and the Council do not see 
" the possibility of now withdrawing the Indian fund, or of refusing to pay up the instalments 
" without forfeiture of the whole invested property.********The debts of the Company must 
" be paid, and the Indian stock would be forfeited for non-payment and the Government 
" probably called on to make good the whole amount." 

By Act of Parliament assented to 30th January 1840, among grants for other public works Twelve 
thousand, five hundred pounds was voted for Grand River Navigation Co. 
Minute of Council August 1st, 1840 :— 

" Indeed the only difficulty they (Council) feel, in recommending the payment of the instalment 
" now called for results from the total absence of any information of the due payment of the 
" private stockholders of their respective proportions of the stock of the Grand River Navi-
" gation Company information the necessity of which as a guide to the decision of the Govern-
" ment upon this question, was strongly insisted upon in the Minute of 21st January, and by 
" their entire ignorance of the fact whether there are at this moment, in the hands of the Receiver 
" General funds belonging to the Six Nation Indians equal to meet the present heavy demand 
" upon them.********They deeply lament the constant drain upon the funds of the Indians 
" from this hitherto unsatisfactory investment of a part of their capital." 

Minute of Council August 3rd, 1840 :— 
" Recommended that the Receiver General be instructed to accept a draft at Sixty days for 
" the amount due on the Six Nations stock in the Grand River Navigation Company and that 
" any funds deficient in the hands of the Receiver General to meet the draft be advanced from 
" the Crown Revenue till reimbursed." 

Minute of Council November 27th, 1840 :— 
" As respects the Indian investment in the stock of the Navigation Company of the Grand 
" River, although the Council feel that they never could or would have advised the investment 
" of Indian funds in a commercial speculation, yet these funds are involved to the amount 
" three-fourths of the stock, the Indian interests are not represented in the direction, and there 
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" is no resource open but the payment of the instalments on the stock until the whole shall be 
" called in. For these reasons the Council are of opinion that most probably the purchase of 
" the whole outstanding stock by the Indians would be for them a beneficial operation as they 
" will unquestionably be in funds to complete the navigation, and to make it profitable, if it 
" ever can become so." 

Order in Council 10th February, 1842 :— 

" However the Government may regret the investment of Indian funds in the stock of the Grand 
" River Navigation, yet the instalments must be paid as called m.********The Committee are 
" lead to hope that the Canal may be taken as a public work, upon which Debentures may be 
" issued securing the Indians the yearly interest upon the sum invested in their behalf, and 
" in anticipation of such a measure they would respectfully recommend that the Board of 
" Works be instructed to inspect the Canal, etc." 

Order in Council of 28th February, 1842, appoints two Directors to Board of Company. 
Order in Council of October 4th, 1843 :— 

" The Indian funds invested in England were not withdrawn for the purpose of investment 
" in the stock of the Grand River Navigation Company, but those arising from the yearly 
" dividends thereupon, as well as from the sales of land were so invested, and these funds 
" were anticpated by means of loans made by Mr. Dunn as Indian Trustee, from the Bank for 
" the purpose of paying the first instalments on the stock.******** When therefore on the 
" 22nd June, 1839, an application was made on behalf of the Company, who had called in 
" further instalments, it appeared that about Twenty thousand pounds of Indian money had 
" been invested in the payment of 55 per cent, in the stock subscribed for, and that the Indian 
" fund owed a sum of Fifteen hundred and thirty-six pounds, fourteen shillings and eleven pence, 
" for stock called in, and that for debts due by the Company its whole property had been 
" seized in execution and was about to be sold to satisfy the claim, by which operation the 
" whole of the paid in stock would have been irretrievably lost to the Indians, the Council 
" most reluctantly recommend a payment of One thousand pounds on the sum due, which was 
" assented to by Sir George Arthur, etc., etc." The Order goes on to give details of repetition 
of same process. Says Government cannot retract steps, or refrain from making further 
payments, etc. 

Minute of Council July 19th, 1844 :— 

" The Committee of Council cannot advise your Excellency to accede to the request of Mr. 
" Jarvis, the effect of which would be to increase the public debt of the Province by loaning 
" a sum of money to carry on the works of the Grand River Navigation Company." 

Order in Council May 19th, 1845, the Government appoint two Directors to Company. 
Order in Council June 9th, 1845, Government refuses loan of Ten thousand pounds on security of 
Canal. 
Order in Council May 18th, 1847, Government appoint two Directors to Company. 
Order in Council October 1st, 1847, provides :— 

" all vessels and merchandise paying toll on the Grand River be allowed to pass through the 
" Welland Canal at a reduced rate on the present tariff of 33J per cent. The reduction to be 
" one-third." 

Order in Council May 20th, 1848, Government appoints two Directors to Company. 
Order in Council of July 15th, 1852 :— 

" on the petition of the Six Nations Indians on the subject of their funds invested in the Grand 
" River Navigation Company, praying your Excellency to recommend to the Legislature to 
" pay back their money upon the same terms as private stockholders were paid in the Welland 
" Canal. The Committee have given this Petition their most anxious consideration, being 
" well aware that the Indians have complained of the investment of a portion of their funds in 
" an enterprise which has not proved remunerative. The Committee however are of opinion 
" that the Government was mainly influenced in subscribing for stock in the Grand River 
" Navigation, by the consideration that the improvements of the navigation of that river 
" would materially conduce to increase the value of the Indian lands and that thus the Indians 
" would indirectly obtain returns to the full amount of the dividends on the stock. The 
" Committee do not feel called upon to express an opinion as to the expediency of investing 
" Indian money in the stock of a Corporation, but they are of opinion that the Indian lands 
" have been much improved in value by the works of the Grand River Navigation Company 
" and that no claim on the Provincial Revenue to increase the Indian funds can be substantiated 
" Your committee are therefore unprepared to advise Your Excellency to recommend the 
" Prayer of the Petition to the consideration of Parliament." 
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I t might be useful in considering how much dependence should be placed in the statement 
of the committee that the value of the Indian lands had been enhanced by the works of the Company, 
to read the statement of the Indian Commissioners for 1847, that " the opening of this navigation 
does not appear to have increased the value of their remaining land," and the statement of the 
Engineer made to the Board of Works in 1845 that it would require 13,536 pounds 10s. 7£d. to 
complete the works, while the whole fund to provide this sum, consisted of an unpaid balance due on 
stock held by the Indians of 1,912 pounds, 16s. 3d. 

Order in Council of October 2nd, 1852, Council accepts recommendation of Assistant Commissioner 
of Public Works as to getting bona fide report on Grand River Navigation prospects, etc. Evidently 
of ascertaining advisability of taking over as a public work. 

Order in Council of July 13th, 1858, under sanction of Act of Parliament passed last session :— 
" In order to carry out the foregoing provisions of the Act above mentioned, it is recommended 
" that the tolls collected on the Welland Canal on all goods, wares and merchandise that shall 
" pass through the Grand River shall be equally divided between the Welland Canal and the 
" Grand River Navigation Company." 

Act passed to enable the Directors of the Grand River Navigation Company to place the said 
Navigation under the control and management of the Provincial Government under certain con
ditions. 

Order in Council of April 21st, 1858, authorising exchange of Debenture of ? 18,000 of Grand 
River Company for one of Town of Brantford of $21,600. The difference is interest. 

Order in Council of August 25th, 1859, admits loss of fund invested in Grand River Stock. I t is 
in part as follows :— 

" On the reference of the Report of the Superintendent General of Indian Affairs, and docu-
" ments connected therewith, the Minister of Finance respectfully reports that the subject 
" of the Management of the Indian Trust and Funds must necessarily soon be brought under 
" the notice of the Provincial Legislature. And, it may ultimately be considered advisable 
" for the Province to assume the Revenue, rather than to consider the present system of 
" investment which involves a possible loss to the Trust, as has already occurred in the case of 
" the Grand River Navigation stock. In dealing with the Indians of whom the Government 
" has constituted itself the Guardian, it would appear desirable so to secure the funds as to 
" prevent the possibility of any failure in the payment of the annual sums required for the 
" Indians, as such failure would certainly be attributed to a breach of faith on the part of the 
" Government, and could not be explained to the satisfaction of the Tribes. By maintaining 
" the present system of investment, it might also result that one Tribe would find its annual 
" interest regularly paid, while others would meet with disappointment. Should such an 
" event arise, Parliament would probably find it necessary to make good the losses of the 
" Trust, etc., etc." 

Since 1860 the Six Nations are advised that the Government of Canada had adopted the view that 
their complaint is one which the Imperial Government should redress. 

But let us see what is going on in other parts of Canada under the supervision of the Depart
ment of Indian Affairs. We will quote (in part), from the Official Report of the Deputy Superin
tendent General, by the Printer to the King's Most Excellent Majesty. 

HON. CHARLES STEWART, 

SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL OF INDIAN AFFAIRS, 

OTTAWA, 

December 18th, 1929. 
SIR, 

I have the honour to submit the report of the Department of Indian Affairs for the year 
ending March 31st, 1929. 

" The taking into Treaty of the Ojibwa and Crée Indians residing in the vicinity of 
Trout Lake in the remote regions of the Patricia District, provided a noteworthy feature of 
the year's work, which received much publicity in the press. In view of the interest that has 
been aroused by this event, the report of the Royal Commission which made the Treaty with 
the Indians on behalf of the Governments of the Dominion of Canada and the Province of 
Ontario is included in these pages." 

21) 



THE PLIGHT OF THE HUNTING AND FISHING INDIANS. 

The condition of the Indians in the northerly and outlying districts who are still dependent 
upon the chase for their livelihood has been a matter of grave concern to the Department. 

During recent years, there has been an alarming increase in the number of white trappers 
who are encroaching upon hunting grounds in the northern parts of the various provinces which 
were formerly used by Indians only. White trappers are using poison extensively, and this illegal 
and vicious practice is becoming a grave menace to game conservation. Not a single instance of 
the use of poison by an Indian trapper anywhere in Canada has ever come to the attention of the 
Department. I t is felt that unless some protection is afforded, the Indian trappers in the northern 
regions, where other means of livelihood are not available, may become dependent, owing to the 
depletion of the game. 

Hunting and fishing are the aboriginal vocations of the primitive Indians. By immemorial 
usage, the Indians are conservationists of the game and fish, and may be expected to continue so, 
if protected : on the other hand, if whites are allowed to deplete the fish and game on Indian 
hunting grounds, the Indians themselves will naturally take all they can, while they can, and there 
is grave danger that such a situation may bring about intensive competition between whites and 
Indians, ending in the virtual extermination of valuable species. 

Indian families in most cases are permanent residents, and their hunting grounds are recog
nised amongst themselves, and handed down from one generation to another, whereas white trappers 
are frequently of the itinerant class, whose practice is to trap out an area and then move elsewhere. 

Another source of hardship to Indian bands in various parts of the country, is the commercial
ization of fishing waters in the vicinity of Indian Reserves, without consideration for the needs of 
the Indian population. In some cases exclusive licenses have been granted to white fishing interests 
covering waters fronting Reserves upon which the Indians have originally located themselves 
expressly on account of the fishing advantages. To be cut off in this arbitrary manner from their 
natural food supply is a serious and unmerited misfortune for the Indians concerned. These 
conditions, needless to say, are not within the control of this Department, which, however, loses 
no opportunity to obtain redress and protection for its wards. 

Again quoting from the same Report, Page 33, we find the Supreme Authority of the land 
issuing its mandate to agents empowering the latter to carry out upon primitive Indians one of the 
most bare-faced Governmental swindles that it is conceivable to imagine. It is " Certified to be 
a true copy of a Minute of a meeting of the Committee of the Privy Council, approved by His 
Excellency the Governor General, on the 30th May, 1929." 

The Committee of the Privy Council on the recommendation of the Superintendent General 
of Indian Affairs—pursuant to an agreement made on the 1st day of March 1929, between the Superin
tendent General of Indian Affairs on behalf of the Dominion of Canada of the one part and the Hon. 
William F. Finlayson, Minister of Lands and Forests of the Province of Ontario on behalf of the 
Government of Ontario of the other part—That Walter Charles Cain, Deputy Minister of Lands and 
Forests for the Province of Ontario and Mr. Herbert Nathaniel Arvrey of the Department of 
Indian Affairs be appointed Commissioners for the purpose of negotiating an extension of James' Bay 
Treaty No. 9, with the Objibeway and other Indians inhabitants of the territory within the limits 
hereinafter defined and described, by their chiefs and headmen, for the purpose of opening for 
settlement, immigration, trade, travel, mining and lumbering, and for such other purposes as to 
His Majesty may seem meet, a tract of country bounded and described as hereinafter mentioned 
and of obtaining the consent thereto of His Indian subjects inhabiting the said tract, and of arranging 
with them for the cession of the Indian rights, titles and privileges to be ceded, released, surrendered 
and yielded up to His Majesty the King, and His Successors for ever, so that there may be peace 
and good will between them and His Majesty's other subjects, and that His Indian people may 
know and be assured of what allowances they are to count upon and receive from His Majesty's 
bounty and benevolence, which said Territory may be described and defined as follows, that is 
to say :— 

All that tract of land and land covered by water in the Province of Ontario comprising part of the 
District of Kenora (Patricia portion) containing One hundred and twenty-eight thousand, three 
hundred and twenty (188,320) square miles more or less, being bounded on the South by the Northerly 
limit of Treaty Line ; on the West by the Easterly limits of Treaties 3 and 5, and the boundary 
between the provinces of Ontario and Manitoba ; on the North by the waters of Hudson Bay and 
on the East by the waters of James Bay and including all islands, islets and rocks, waters and land 
covered by water, within the said limits. 
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The said Treaty to release and surrender also all Indian rights and privileges whatsoever 
of the said Indians to all of any other lands wherever situated in Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba or the 
District of Keewitkin or in any other portion of the Dominion of Canada. The Committee on the 
same recommendation further advise that the said Mr. Walter Charles Cain and Mr. Herbert 
Nathaniel Arvrey be paid as Commissioners for the purpose aforesaid, the sum of thirty-five dollars 
and fifteen dollars per day respectively, together with reasonable travelling expenses. 

(Signed), G. G. KEZAR, 
Assistant Clerk to the Privy Council. 

The Report continues :— 

" In view of the fact that the pushing back of the frontier is inevitable, due to the spec
tacular interests and activity in the mining industry with its concomitant development, it was 
found necessary to extinguish the rights of these Indians resident north of the line A.B. ; 
deemed advisable to confirm the cession made in 1905 by those Indians in the territory between 
line A.B. and the Albany River, and to deal with the above mentioned reserves within such 
area. 

The programme having been mapped out by the Indian Department, it was decided with 
the consent of the Indians that they should be admitted to Treaty under the same conditions 
as applied to those covered by Treaty No. 9, and steps were taken towards effecting an adhesion 
thereto. 

Three special points were selected at which all the Indians should have to assemble for 
consideration of the question, viz :—Trout Lake, the mouth of the Severn River on Hudson 
Bay, and the month of the Winisk River on Hudson Bay." 

The Report proceeds :— 

Because of the magnitude of the area involved, and the lack of ready transportation facilities, 
the Royal Canadian Air Force supplied a cabin plane to visit the different points and " gave excellent 
advice regarding the Indians' health and emphasized the necessity of obeying all laws and regu
lations respecting fishing, trapping, hunting and forest protection." 

" The Commissioner listened to certain alleged grievances the Indians had with regard to 
fishing and hunting." 

Now for the Treaty signing. As nobody could understand anybody else, something must 
be done, so it is said " The services of one William Cromarty, a half-breed interpreter, were enlisted, 
but his ability to raise his voice much above a whisper necessitated the words being relayed through 
a Chief. After fully understanding the explanations of the Commissioners, they were requested to 
remain in conference, appoint leaders and then meet the Commissioners for consideration of the 
Treaty proposals. These leaders must have full authority to act in a binding way for the whole 
band." 

A roll map was used :—" In this they evinced the keenest interest, particularly in respect 
of the detailed obligations to the Crown." The ground was thoroughly covered, the Commissioners 
entering into explanations with a particularity of detail, realizing that in the past, certain claim 
having been made that the Indians did not fully understand the meaning of their act. 

" The Commissioner, after greeting all with glad hand shaking, even to the babies in arms, 
addressed the band, as they gathered outside the Church, not large enough to accommodate all, 
and fully explained the purpose of the visit, and that the Great White King George V. had 
delegated two Commissioners to bring them peace, good cheer and happiness." 

It would appear in the course of these interesting proceedings, that the leaders tried to get 
$5 per head annuity, but it was beyond the powers of the Commissioners, it was explained. 

So it would appear that after all this Treaty talk and bamboozling, these poor wretches, not 
able to read or write, much less understand, have signed some elaborate document, prepared by 
experts with the avowed purpose of robbing them of their very body and soul, as well as their 
enormous domain, with all its minerals, timber, oil, gas petroleum, water rights and fishing and 
hunting rights (soon to be extinct) the consideration being the sum of $4 now, and any more is 
entirely at the caprice of this Canadian Bureaucracy. For the Great White King knows nothing 
of these goings on. 

The elaborate cession, or to use the familiar term " extinguishment of Indian Title " is an 
entirely illegal transaction, even according to English Law text-books, which the Canadians are so 
fond of quoting regarding their relations with aborigines. 

Of course, these spurious treaties are not intended to see the light of day for another quarter 
century, and not then if it can possibly be avoided. 

31 



(' 

But looking again at this illuminating report, we see that there were sports held, as a little 
sweetening of the occasion, presumably this would take the place of the old time presents given by 
the whites at Treaty signing time. 

Event. 
Baby show 
Best looking girl 
Best looking boy 
Largest family ... 
Best hunter 
Oldest Indian 
Oldest squaw 
Best pair of twins 
Boys' race 
Girls' race 
Boys' race 
Girls' race 
Shot putting (men) 
Men's race 
Men's broad jump 
Sack race 
Canoe race 

Prize. 
1st, 2nd and 3rd prize cup each. 
Ball 
Ball 
Large sized frying pan 
Trap 
Tobacco 
Shawl 
Large balls 
Mouth organ 
String of beads 
Pair of braces 
Handkerchief 
Pipe 
1st and 2nd, hat each 
Watch 
Jack knives 
1st and 2nd, watches 

If the modesty of the presents is to be any criterion of the simplicity of the recipients, then 
the outrage of this Treaty signing is all the more outrageous, for these poor defenceless natives, 
unable to know anything about the scurrulous act have, as we have seen, signed away their share 
in 128,320 square miles, rendering themselves liable to taxation, of course, for past wars and wars 
to come as the world outside their territories only knows. 

In passing it is interesting to note from this report : transportation charges are necessarily 
heavy as reflected in the prices of staple commodities. 

Flour costs .35 a pound. 
Sugar $1 
Tea „ $2.50 
Pork „ $1 
Salt „ .50 
Shortening,, $1 

So that when these Indians' Fishing and Hunting facilities have disappeared as would seem 
imminent, their destiny will be to follow that of the buffalo. 

The jollying all over, and crosses put to Treaties, we read :— 

" At the conclusion of enrolment and payment the Indians expected the usual feast that 
" accompanies such Treaty negotiations, but owing to the lack of provisions at the post, the 
" looked-for formalities were abandoned. The Commissioners, however, assured the band 
" that next year, if there be ample supplies in store, the deferred feast would be given." 

0 Tempora. 0 mores ! 

In the bad old days it used to take the English a full week to get the Six Nations (Iroquois) 
thoroughly " soused " with rum before they swindled them with pen and paper. And then presents 
of barrels of pork, blankets, guns, ammunition, and barrels of rum to take to bed. 

But they were allies not subjects and the English cringed and toadied to them. 

And now these " wards of the Crown " have already fallen upon evil days. Hear what the 
fearless Toronto Globe has to say :— 

INDIAN SUFFERINGS ADMITTED IN PART BY FEDERAL OFFICE. 

BUT OTTAWA CLAIMS APPALING STORIES ARE EXAGGERATED. 

FUNDS FOR SUCCOR CUT. 

(By WILLIAM MARCHINGTON. Staff Correspondent of The Globe). 
OTTAWA, February 28th. 

Startling stories of neglected Indian children in the Patricia District dying in slow agony 
of glandular tuberculosis, of hundreds going blind with trachoma, and others on the verge of star
vation in this land of plenty, were receiving the attention of the Department of Indian Affairs 
over the week-end. 

Before adequate and effective measures can be taken for the relief of Canada's suffering 
and starving wards in Northern Ontario, however, it may be necessary for some one to expose 
the shocking facts on the floor of Parliament itself. 
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Public attention has been called to the neglect of Indians in the Patricia District by John 
Butterfield, a prospector of twenty years' experience in the Northland, who laid bare the harrowing 
details in Saturday's editions of The Globe. If John Butterfield will keep up the good work, 
Canada needs no Charles Dickens to rouse public opinion on behalf of these unfortunate " wards 
of the Crown." 

No REPRESENTATION. 

Patricia is not represented in Parliament, which may partially explain why the Indians of 
the district have been so sadly neglected. The Indians have no votes ; no one who live in Patricia, 
not even the mining prospector, has the franchise, unless he go somewhere else to exercise it. 
Consequently there is no one to speak for the Indians of Patricia. However, Hon. Peter Heenan, 
who represents the neighboring constituency of Kenora, is expected to bring the plight of the 
Indians to the attention of the Government. 

The Department of Indian Affairs admits there is some truth in Mr. Butterfield's allegations, 
but declares they are " grossly exaggerated." It submits as one excuse for neglect of the Indians 
in the Patricia District that it has no hospitals in that region. Another excuse is that its appropri
ation was cut down by $853,000 in the main estimates for the coming fiscal year and by $1,000,000 
in the fiscal year now drawing to a close. 

" We could spend an additional $1,000,000 looking after the health of Indians if we had it," 
The Globe was informed. " We are doing the best we can with the money available." 
PROBLEM OF NOMADS. 

The department also explains that it is difficult to care for nomadic Indians. " Five million 
dollars would not do it." The total amount appropriated in the main estimates this year for 
Indians affairs is $4,107,000. 

The department is modifying the order of last May to the effect that " it will be necessary 
to avoid the admittance of Indians suffering from tuberculosis and trachoma into departmental 
hospitals." However, the modification does not help the poor Indians of the Patricia District, 
since the department has no hospitals there. The purpose of the order, it is stated, was to curb 
the practice of doctors sending Indians suffering from trachoma and tuberculosis to hospitals. 
Doctors were too prone to send Indians to hospitals for treatment, knowing that they were sure 
of getting their money from the Government, it is stated. 

The department is preparing a detailed reply to Mr. Butterfield's allegations. 

HORRIBLE NEGLECT OF INDIANS IN NORTH CHARGED TO OTTAWA. 

PROSPECTOR RELATES TRAGIC AND DISGRACEFUL STORY OF SUFFERING. 

CHILDREN GOING BLIND. 

" Until further instructions are received by you, it will be necessary to avoid the admittance 
of Indians suffering from tuberculosis and trachoma into department hospitals." 

The quotation is from " circular letter No. 450-3," dated May 1, 1931, at the offices of the 
Department of Indian Affairs, Ottawa. It defines for the instruction of Indian Agents throughout 
Canada the departmental attitude toward the Indian wards of the Canadian Government. A 
new and separate sentence provides for exceptions to the rule. Where rigid adherence to the 
instruction would result in " undue suffering," the sentence says, the Indian is to be immediately 
admitted for treatment ? No—" the facts are to be reported in detail," and doubtless in triplicate, 
to departmental headquarters at Ottawa. 

OVER 2,000 IN DISTRICT. 

Draw a line on a map of Canada from Fort William to Churchill. It will run 500 miles 
and more across the Patricia district of Northern Ontario. In that district are more than 2,000 
Crée and Ojibway Indians, wards of the Canadian Government. 

Six hundred of them are consumptive, their lungs destroyed with the tuberculosis which 
they contracted from the white man. Hundreds of them are on the verge of starvation. At least 
100 of their children are dying in slow agony of glandular tuberculosis. And nobody knows and 
nobody seems to care how many of them are going blind with trachoma. They are wards of the 
Canadian Government. 

The district of Patricia was added to Ontario in 1911, when Keewatin Territory was divided, 
but, by an odd oversight, it was never taken over in form until July of 1927. 

The last of the Ontario Indian treaties were made since then. In the summers of 1928 and 
1929 Dominion Government treaty parties, accompanied by a representative of the Ontario Gov
ernment, went into the Patricia country to buy from the Indians of the district their last rights 
in the land that had been theirs since the beginning of time. They made a treaty with the Big Trout 
Lake Indians, with the Nikip Lake Indians, with the Crées of the James Bay country and the 
Ojibways of the southern districts. They let each tribe choose the few square miles of Indian 
land that it was permitted to keep as a " reserve." They gave written guarantees of the traditional 
Indian bounty of $4 a year to every Indian. They gave their promise that no Indians of the 
district would be permitted to starve, and that all their sick would be cared for. I t was not written 
in the bond, but the promise was made, as men who were present can testify. 
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$8,000 ANNUAL RENT. 

The Indians signed the treaty—the Dominion of Canada took over a piece of territory about 
three times the size of all Ontario south of the French River. Its late owners got in return a written 
guarantee of a yearly rent of somewhere around $8,000, a couple of extremely fragile promises, 
and, two years later, " Circular Letter No. 450-3." 

Two winters ago Captain Roy Maxwell, the flier, was lost in a storm, and made a forced 
landing in Nikip Lake in Patricia. I t was on this trip he made the rescue of an injured missionary. 
Coming out, Captain Maxwell told of an Indian village he had found at Nikip Lake, of starving, 
half-clad men and women, and of tubercular children. At that time official commentators on 
Captain Maxwell's report suggested that his experience was " exceptional." 

Recently a Globe reporter interviewed John Butterfield, a prospector of twenty years' ex
perience in the North, lately down from the west shore of James Bay. Mr. Butterfield told a 
story of neglect, sickness and suffering among the Patricia Indians of Ontario, which made it plain 
that the conditions found by Captain Maxwell were no " exception," but a tragic and disgraceful 
rule. 

SENT PROTEST TO OTTAWA. 

For the last five years Mr. Butterfield has been collecting evidence of the actual conditions 
among the Patricia district Indians. His studies began at Red Lake in 1926. Prospectors who 
went to Red Lake in that first summer rush were horrified at the condition of the little children 
at Pine Ridge, a near-by Indian village. In that one village thirteen children were suffering from 
glandular tuberculosis in an advanced stage. " We got together and sent a letter of protest to 
Ottawa," Mr. Butterfield said. " We wanted the children sent to the hospital for surgical treat
ment. I t was only a day away by forestry tug, and they could have been taken down for nothing. 

" Instead of that, the department instructed the Indian Agent at Kenora to come in by 
aeroplane and bring a local doctor with him. 

" The doctor, I suppose, realized that nothing could be done outside of the hospitals or 
without the subsequent care of a nurse. Anyway, he did not come, and the agent flew in by himself. 
He brought a tin of salve and some pills to treat thirteen surgical cases. 

" PERFECTLY USELESS." 

" Useless ? Of course. Perfectly useless ; and the cost of the plane in and out would 
have paid for operating on more than half of those children and curing them. But that's a sample 
of the way Indian affairs are run in Patricia," Mr. Butterfield said. 

" The next year when we went back we found all the children—all that hadn't died—in 
the same condition, and more children developing it. Doctors who know the district say that 5 
per cent, of all the Patricia Indians have glandular t.b., and practically all who have it are children ; 
very few live to grow up. 

" It's horrible to think of these little fellows being left to die as you wouldn't let a dog die 
down here, when you know that $10,000 or $12,000 would be enough to provide proper surgical treat
ment for every suffering child in the whole district," Mr. Butterfield said. " I t ' s the same with 
trachoma. I go back year after year and see children that I know growing worse and worse until 
they die of tuberculous glands or else going slowly blind with trachoma, and no effort made to help 
them, and I feel that something must be done and done soon. 

SEES IRONY IN NAME. 

" ' Wards of the Crown ' "—heaven save the name. If the Canadian Government's policy 
were to exterminate the Indians of Patricia they couldn't go about it a better way than they're 
going. We protect every wild thing in the woods but them." 

In some places whole bands of Indians are starving to death, and have no means of moving 
to better hunting and trapping country. In one settlement of 175 such Indians the suffering of 
the children is untold. 

A few of the missions have small hospitals attached to them, which have been doing wonderful 
work for years, but many missions have no facilities or knowledge of medical treatment and this 
not only places the missionary in a disheartening position when frequent cases of accident and 
sickness occur, but lowers the prestige of the missionary in the Indian mind. 

" As I see it, it's our Christian duty to look after these people's health as well as their religion 
and their education. There is a lot of Government money spent on Indian boarding schools. 
If they were all stopped only for a year it would provide enough money to take care of the children 
with curable diseases for many years to come. 

ECONOMY NO EXCUSE. 

" At the time of the treaty of 1929 a solemn promise was made the Indians that the sick 
would be cared for and that none would be allowed to starve," Mr. Butterfield said. " The Indians 
signed away their rights in a great territory on that understanding. Economy or no economy, 
there is no excuse for breaking our national word." 

Rev. John Frank of 340 Spadina Road reports that an Indian Children's Aid Society is now 
being organized in Toronto. The society's first aim is the securing of immediate and adequate 
treatment for the Indian children suffering with glandular tuberculosis and trachoma in the Patricia 
section of Kenora. 

34 



DOMINANT POSITION OF THE SIX NATIONS CONFEDERACY IN REGARD TO THE 

GREAT LAKES—ST. LAWRENCE WATERWAY PROJECT. 

Laying aside all Treaty rights for the moment, it may be said without fear of contradiction 
that the Six Nations hold the primitive proprietary rights over all the waters covering the territory 
of this undertaking, for it is uncontravertable that from time immemorial the aborigines of the North 
American Continent used these lakes, rivers and inlets in pursuit of their every-day avocation, 
and life of hunting and fishing, covering, as was their custom, great distances and carrying their 
rude craft and stores across portages whenever necessary, long before the white man ever set foot 
upon the Continent. There is no better title than this and it is admitted in all the whitemen's 
text books as their view of the law amongst the people on the earth. From those early days to 
the present, nothing has ever taken place to alienate the primitive rights of the Indians under 
consideration. 

But the aborigines did not claim, and do not to-day claim, to own the waters, for they regarded 
them as belonging to the Great Spirit who gave them all they wished for their daily lives and com
forts, including the sun and the moon and the stars, the wind and the rain, and so it was that their 
needs were supplied by being given the usufruct of these waters, which was willingly shared with all 
new-comers as time went on, provided always, that the latter conducted themselves honestly, which 
they didn't. It was left for the white man to set up the claim of ownership. 

The Indians did not enjoy amongst themselves a reign of unbroken peace in those far off days, 
though the advent of the white man, history records, heralded the period of continuous strife and 
warfare fermented by the white men, whose troubles were no concern of the Indians as they pointed 
out time and again, yet the Indians were unavoidably drawn into the maelstrom. The order of 
arrival in America of these western European invaders appears to have been, first the Dutch, then 
the French and third the English, all in turn coming into earl}' contact with the Iroquois who were 
bound to ask as time went on " why do you people come here to distrub us ? " 

The English had a fetish for making treaties with the Iroquois, they pursued them with the 
ardour of a forlorn lover, with pen and paper in hand. They were lavish in their presents, many of 
which were not only most useful, but had deep sentimental meanings to the primitive Iroquois, who 
had a decided culture and a religion, which was binding upon their conscience governing the actions 
of their every-day life. I t was the English who flattered them that they regarded them as the 
" Romans of America." The term " tribe " was not enough, for it was the English who coined the 
word " nation " in this connection. They dubbed their wigwams as " Castles " and their Chiefs 
as " Kings and Princes." 

The firm establishment of the British Colonies east of the Mississippi led to the fear on the 
part of the Six Nations of the consequent power of the British with the result that a general treaty 
was entered into on the 5th day of November, 1768, between the British and the Six Nations, 
whereby the colonising ambitions of the British were territorily limited by a frontier line following 
in the main the then westerly frontier of the British Settlements. The treaty fixed not only a 
property line, but a political frontier between the British Colonies and the domains of the Iroquois 
Confederacy Sir Wm. Johnson, in inviting the Six Nations to that treaty, promised that the 
British Crown would agree upon a frontier line across which no white man would dare go (N.Y. 
Doe's re " Colonial History" V. vii., p. 711). 

From the map herewith it will be seen the territory dominated by the Six Nations up to the 
Revolutionary War incidental to which some of the Indians joined the British and others the rebels 
(so called) or Americans. 

At the conclusion of the War the Six Nations had been driven under cover of the British 
Fort of Niagara, as allies of the British and when they learned of the Treaty of Paris they demanded 
to know by what right the British had assumed to lay down a boundary ignoring the existence of 
Six Nations territory and were astonished that the Crown had presumed in form to recognize all 
territory south of the Great Lakes as that of the United States (Life of Sir Frederick Haldimand in 
" Makers of Canada " V. 3, p. 856). 

The United States has always confessed to the world that the Six Nations were independent, 
although the Treaty of Paris with Great Britain had (Malloy's " U.S. Treaties " VI., p.580) of its 
silence ignored the existence of the Indians. The Six Nations challenged that boundary line and 
were anxious to continue the war. 

The British Crown and the United States had on paper divided the earth here between them 
(and also the waters) by a line purporting to be a jurisdictional boundary, following westward the 

35 



45th parallel to the St. Lawrence River which it strikes at the point of Cornwall Island and runs 
thence up the waters of the Great Lakes bordered by Six Nations Territory. 

After this jurisdictional boundary had been drawn as agreed between the United States and 
Great Britain, it became customary to use mere Colonial limits instead of true jurisdictional 
limits until it became matter of course to speak of Six Nations territory as being " in " Canada 
or the United States " in " that country. The map makers assisted in this practice. 

I t was impossible for Great Briatin or the United States or both to exhibit a perogative for 
drawing a line (except to serve as a colonization limit only) through the domain of the Canghuawagas 
(St. Regis-Mohawks) cut by the St. Lawrence by passing it up that river. Across that line those 
tribesmen were entitled to pass with the same freedom as they had before any European had set 
foot in America. 

The truth of that was later confessed, painfully perhaps, by both proud Governments, when 
in 1794 the Jay Treaty of Amity (Malloy p. 590) was negotiated wherein by Article III. the rights 
of such indigenes was recogmsed. 

The language there used, recognised these peoples as being outride the circle of British 
subjects as well as outside United States' citizenship and sovereignty. That article was phrased not 
to grant the right, but to admit to each other and to all concerned that these tribesmen were entitled 
to pass and re-pass the line by land and by water for commerce and intercourse between themselves, 
and to make the admission still stronger, the articles were amplified by amendment in 1796 (Malloy, 
p. 607) to declare :— 

" No treaty made or to be made by either (Great Power) with any other nation, or with 
any Indian tribe, shall ever be construed to deny these rights." 

No act of Great Britain or of the United States could have recognised more solemnly the 
outstanding rights of these indigenes to political independence. While not mentioned therein by name, 
it was the existence of the Six Nations which provoked that confession, because their domains 
bordered the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence, and no white man had up to that time ever prevented 
them from crossing those waters at will, and none had dared try. 

The Jay Treaty stands to-day with all the force it had when ratified as the most solemn 
confession by both of the right of the Six Nations to political independence, despite any new peace
time policy of the Congress of 1871 or of the Imperial Parliament of Great Britain or of the law 
makers of her home-ruling Dominions across the Lakes, or of New York State. 

In 1814, at the Peace of Ghent, the same two powers by Article IX. of the Treaty (Malloy 
p. 618) recognised Indian tribesmen as being neither citizens of, nor in subjection to, either. Great 
Britain forced that article upon the United States and has since pressed under its covenants before 
arbitrators, claim against the United States, in favour of certain Six Nations people (the Cayugas) 
who removed to the Grand River, north of the Great Lakes on British invitation after 1784 and who 
have since lived there under British Crown paper-pledge of protection. In 1814, at Ghent, the 
British sought (See in State Dept. Appendix to answer of the U.S. in Cayuga claim, Vol. II, p. 500 
to 600) establishment of the more important Indian Nations in one great Indian State to lie along 
the south of Lakes Erie and Ontario taking Six Nations territory. The British rested the proposal 
on the advanced status and sense of independence of these tribes, and asked the United States to 
join with her in guaranteeing, as against purchase or aggression by either, the territory of that 
proposed Redman's state. The British protested (p. 526) that to view those peoples as mere 
subjects of the United States was a menace which forecast final extinction of the tribes. The 
British Memorial in that Cayuga claim, filed in 1912, says (Vol 1, p. 1) referring to the Mohawks 
and certain of their brethren who soon after 1784, had established their Confederacy between them
selves on the Grand River. 

" They have ever since maintained their ancient constitution and method of Government. 
They were recognised by the Dutch and after 1664 by the English, as independent nations." 

In the discussion between the diplomats at Ghent, each side freely spoke the truth about the 
other in respect to covetous policies entertained toward Indian tribes. The American Commissioner, 
John Quincy Adams, ten years later becoming President, said (Am. State Papers Foreign Affairs, 
V. 3, p. 715) in reply to the British charge that the United States sought to treat the Indians as it's 
subjects :— 

" They are so far independent that they live under own customs and not under the laws 
of the United States." 
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Adams in 1802, in a Pilgrim's Day address at Plymouth (" Indian Affairs," by Morse, 
appendix, p. 28, Library of Congress) had said that the right of tribal Indians to their homes was, 
by the law of nature, good, even though they might not justly hold as against the needs of other 
nations (he called it " spreading civilization ") all the boundless forests over which they roamed as 
hunters. According to that doctrine, the taking from unwilling tribes of their outlying hunting 
grounds, was founded on no acknowledged law of nations but on the strength of a stronger people 
coveting more domain. It was recognised, however, by practice of Government imitating British 
example, that it was good policy for European settlements in committing that aggression to conceal 
the wrong under cover of paper treaties negotiated with chiefs whose marks should be secured, 
where necessary, by the aid of gin, furnished in barrels, along with pen and parchment. 

Proceeding now to deal with the subject under examination, viz : The Great Lakes, St. 
Lawrence Waterways, we find that on January 11th, 1909, a treaty was signed between Great 
Britain and the United States, concerning the use of the boundary waters between Canada and the 
United States. This treaty had a three-fold purpose, it is stated ; first to prevent disputes regarding 
the use of boundary waters ; second " to settle all questions which are now pending between the 
United States and the Dominion of Canada, involving the rights, obligations and interests of either 
in relation to the other along their common frontier " ; and third, " to make provision for the 
adjustment and settlement of all such questions as may hereafter arise." 

The treaty was confirmed, so far as Canada was concerned, by an Act of the Canadian 
Parliament in 1911, wherein it is stated that " the laws of Canada and of the several promises 
thereof, are hereby amended and altered so as to permit, authorize and sanction the performance of 
the obligations undertaken by His Majesty in and under the said treaty, and so as to sanction, 
confer and impose the various rights, duties and disabilities intended by the said treaty to be 
conferred or imposed or to exist within Canada." It is said that " Special legislation was not 
necessary in the United States, the Senate having already ratified the treaty." The preamble of the 
treaty, sets forth its objects as " to prevent disputes regarding the use of bounding waters " and in 
this connection, it will be noticed, that it was necessary for the Dominion of Canada to go to Great 
Britain as the fountain head of jurisdictional authority. Canada, therefore, would seem to be 
restricted under the British North American Act (the statute of Great Britain affording her a measure 
of self-government) to dealings with a foreign nation regarding boundary waters without special 
legislation, and it remains to be seen which of the two parties, i.e. Great Britain or Canada, or both, 
is or are to be held responsible for invasion and annexations of Six Nations' Territory on the Grand 
River. 

In pursuance of the enactment of the Boundary Waters' Treaty of 1909, an International 
joint Commission has been established and on the 18th day of July, 1932, a treaty was signed at 
Washington between the United States and Great Britain for the purpose of ensuring the completion 
of the St. Lawrence Waterway Project. 

It is claimed now on behalf of the Six Nations (Iroquois) Confederacy that the above 
enactments, viz :— 

T H E BOUNDARY WATERS TREATY OF 1909 AND 

THE ST. LAWRENCE WATERWAY PROJECT 1932, 

are an infringement of the primitive and ancient rights of user of all waters hereinbefore referred to, 
and a violation of other Treaties recognising and confirming ancient Iroquois rights already long 
established. 

JAPAN MAY HAVE A GOOD MEMORY WHEN LOOKING ASKANCE AT THE LEAGUE'S 

OFFER OF GOOD OFFICERS IN THEIR DISPUTE WITH CHINA. 

C. L. RICHARDSON, DECEASED. 

NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT. 

Charles Lennox Richardson was born at Hackney, May 18th, 1833. He was a silk merchant 
in company with his uncle, John Lennox in Shanghai, the firm being known as Lennox and Nephew. 
Having made a fortune, he was on the point of returning to England, but before doing so, was 
persuaded to join some friends on a tour through Japan. On September 14th, 1862, being accom
panied by Mrs. Borrodaile and Messrs. Clark and Marshall, he was riding within treaty limits 
from Yokohama to Kanawawa, when his party was met by the Prince of Satsuma and C. L. Richard
son was suddenly attacked and killed by the Prince's followers. The body was buried with full 
military honours in the cemetery of Yokohama. 
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The British government required the execution of C. L. Richardson's murderers in the presence 
of British officials and the payment of an indemnity of £125,000. 

This being refused, Admiral Kuper, bombarded and destroyed half of Kagoshina, the capital 
of the Satsuma territory. The Yeddo government then paid the £125,000 and the Fleet drew off. 

I t is interesting to note that when this enormous sum of blood money, called an indemnity, 
was offered by the British Government, or part of it, to the father of the deceased man, he refused 
to accept it. 

The Times, Wednesday November 4th, 1863. 

WHY MR. RICHARDSON WAS KILLED. 

One cannot but regret when such valuable lives as those of Captains Josling and Wilmot 
with eleven British seamen have been sacrificed, also one hundred and eighty thousand harmless 
people, burnt out of house and home in Kagoshina. That the cause should have originated in the 
arrogance and disregard for national customs of a party of our countrymen, who we may say 
deliberately rushed on their own destruction. 

The Japanese Authorities intimated that it was desirable that foreigners should not be 
riding on the Tokaido or great public road, on the 15th of September last, because it was probable 
that Diamios with their hosts of feudal retainers, unaccustomed to the sight of foreigners, would be 
travelling on it. This was notified to the community. On the evening of the 14th, Mr. Richardson, 
a young man proceeding home from China with a fortune, was visiting Japan on the way. The 
same evening he had intended returning to Shanghai by Her Majesty's despatch boat Renard. 

At the request of Mrs. Borrodaile, a Hong-Kong merchant's wife, also a visitor to Japan, 
he prolonged his stay and accompanied her and Messrs. Marshall and Clark on their injudicious ride 
to the Tokaido that evening. They met, for a considerable extent of the road, the Daimios retainers 
and common sense ought to have dictated to them a return, as they knew perfectly that they must 
shortly come in contact with a Daimios himself, which they did, namely Shimadzoo Sabrura, the 
father of the Prince of Satsuma and which unfortunately occurred at a point of the Tokaido where 
it is suddenly narrow. Here the mounted party came in direct collision with the Daimio himself, 
and, in place of getting off the road, which they could have done with the greatest ease, they remained 
upon it, drawing to one side only. They were then attacked, when they immediately got off the 
road, but by this time the fatal blows had been received by Richardson. That any blows were 
aimed at Mrs. Borrodaile, the Japanese deny. They never strike at women with cutting instruments 
and facts tend to support their statement, in as much as Mrs. Borrodaile's hat, as stated, was not 
cut in two, but picked up entire, having been lost by her in her flight. 

The story about her riding into the sea, preferring drowning to murder, is in advance with the 
fact. Her pony took her through a swamp on his way to regain the road. 

London and China Telegraph, Monday August 17th, 1863. 
JAPAN. NEW YORK, AUGUST 4TH, EVENING. 

New York papers publish intelligence from Kanagawa to the 24th June, via San Francisco, 
stating that the Japanese government had paid the indemnity of 400,000 dollars demanded by 
England for the murder of Mr. Richardson, but had refused to surrender his murderers, under the 
pretence that they were unable to take them forcibly. Negotiations concerning the surrender of 
the murders were still pending. The foreign residence were apprehensive that war was inevitable. 

HOSTILITIES IN JAPAN. 
FOREIGN OFFICE, OCTOBER 28TH, 1863. 

The following telegram dated Cairo, October 19th, 3.40, has been received from H.M. Agent 
or Consul General in F)gypt :— 

Japan News by the Moltan, Saturday August 15th. 

All hope of negotiations being at an end the Fleet took up its position opposite Kagosima 
and prepared for action. " Two shore batteries opened fire on the fleet, which returned it. By 
dusk, the town was in flames in several places. Three ports were silenced. Our losses counted 
eleven killed, thirty-nine wounded. Captains Josling and Wilmot were killed by the same 
shot." 

9 p.m. The whole town in flames. 

Sunday August 16th. 
" The fleet stood out engaging the whole of the batteries. The city is one mass of flames— 

Palace, factories, arsenal, etc." 
Three steamers of Setsuma are destroyed completely. The shore batteries are reported 

to have been well served. 
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AN ARMY-MADE WAR. JAPAN OF TO-DAY. 

It is a vivid illustration of the extraordinary independence of the army in Japan that to its 
initiative this crisis is entirely due. If the Japanese generals did not engineer the outbreak at 
Mukden on the night of the 18th, as the Chinese aver, they were curiously well prepared to take the 
fullest possible advantage of it by occupying Mukden and all strategic points, with the ostensible 
aim of getting satisfaction for the murder in Inner Mongolia of Captain Nakamura. 

Bad as that outrage was, it is certain that Tokyo would have prevented the military coup 
if it could have done so. Anti-Japanese boycotts sting badly ; peaceful gestures pay best in a 
market so valuable to Japan as China ; and conciliation has been the motif of every speech addressed 
to her great neighbour from Tokyo for two years past. 

But that is not to say that, the stroke having been delivered, Japan will not take the fullest 
advantage of it. 

Daily Paper comment on Japan's activities to-day. 

APPENDIX. 

BRITISH OPINION. 

Quotations from " Sir William Johnson's Papers." University of State of New York, 
1922 ; Vol. V., p. 30, Whittom Marsh to Sir Wm. Johnson, 1762 :— 

" The Indians are not absolutely our subjects." 

Vol. III., p. 62, Geo. Croghan at Ft. Pitt was a deputy to Johnson, 1762 :— 
" The Senecas are a very bad people, proud and mischievous and look on themselves 

as absolute lords of the soil." 

From " Documents Relating to Colonial History of New York," published by the State. 
Vol. V., p. 67. Gives first treaty between the British and Six Nations, 1664, referring to the Six 
Nations peoples as " subjects of their own princes." 

Vol. IL, p. 252, Colonial Governor Clinton addressing Six Nations, 1744 :— 

" You are a free people enjoying liberty under protection of the King." 

Vol. VI., p. 893, the English Publicist Thomas Pownall (Col. Gov. of Mass., New Jersey, So. 
Carolina) writes (1754) :— 

" The Six Nations constitute a State." 

Vol. VIII., p. 953-8, Johnson to Earl of Selbourne :— 

" One who would call the Six Nations our subjects (to their face) needs a good army 
at his back." 

Vol. VIL, p. 573 Johnson to the Lords of Trade 1763 :— 

" The English never conquered the Six Nations nor subjected them to English laws." 

Vol. VIL, p. 700, Sir William in Council with the Six Nations, 1765, said : — 

" The King will agree to a boundary between his province and you which no white 
man will ever dare to invade." 

From Parkman's " Montcalm and Wolfe," Vol. 1, p. 81 : — 

" The term ' subject ' if intended to apply to the Six Nations by the Treaty of Utrecht 
in 1713, was preposterous." 

From Wynne's " British Empire in America," p. 404, Spokesman for the Six Nations before 
Governor Dongin of New York, 1686 :— 

" Neither Onontio (Governor of Canada) or Corlear (Governor of New York) is our 
master, and no man has the right to command us." 

From " Canadian Archives, Reports of 1907," p. 69. Sets forth the capitulation of Montreal 
in 1760, which provides that the French who remained in their habitations should become British 
subjects, but contained no such provision as to Indian tribesmen. 

Series B—103, p. 175, General McLean to General Haldimand (1783) :— 

" The Six Nations are a free people subject to no power on earth." 
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Series Q.V. 23, p. 46, Gov. Haldimand to Lord North (1783) :— 
" The Six Nation people has an enlightened idea of the nature and obligation of 

treaties as the most civilized nations, and know that no infringement of those treaties 
binds them, and intend to defend their country against all invaders." 

Series Q. V. 280-1, p. 201-7, Governor Simcoe to Home Secretary of State (1794) :— 
" The Treaty of Utrecht considers the Indian Nations as entirely independent." 

Ditto, the Attorney General of the Canadian Council, referring to those of the Six Nation 
people who had settled on the Grand River north of Lake Erie (1796) :— 

" The British Government could not wish to enforce its laws on a separate people." 

Vol. Q. 283, p. 87, Hon. Peter Russell, Administrator of Upper Canada, to the Duke of 
Portland (1797, referring to the Six Nations people at Grand River, north of Lake Erie : — 

" The Six Nations territory would present a bar across which the Government might 
not pass in the regulation of its own police." 

Extract of a letter from Head Quarters, wrote by His Excellency Lord Dorchester to Joseph 
Clew, Secretary of Indian Affairs, dated 15th February, 1796 :— 

" Be pleased to inform Captain Brant that the purchase of the lands in question, 
having been once made by the Commander in Chief from the Indians, the formality of 
regranting it to the Six Nations depends upon the Civil Government, the administration 
of which, being at present in separate hands, Lord Dorchester has no concern therewith. 
But there can be no doubt but that all the lands and advantages given to the Indians 
by General Haldimand, tho' without which the formalities which the law requires ought 
in equity to be made good ; they may be enlarged but not contracted unless by mutual 
consent ; and to this effect Lord Dorchester has written to Lieutenant Governor Simcoe." 
MONTREAL, 19th February, 1796. 

And again, Lord Dorchester to Major General Simcoe :— 
QUEBEC, 26th May, 1796. 

SIR, 

I do not comprehend how any difficulty can arise with the Indians concerning their 
lands for not an acre will be taken or accepted from them, whether the troops are with
drawn or not, without their being perfectly satisfied. 

With regard to the tract on the Grand River, if the Five Nations choose to hold it 
under the title given by General Haldimand, in preference to any that has since been 
offered, no other should be forced upon them, for it would certainly be very impolitic 
to enter into a serious dispute as to the mode of conveying lands which have been given to 
them as a Reward for Services. 

I have already stated that a purchase of Indian Territory having been once made by 
the Commander in Chief, for the King's Province of Upper Canada, the policy and formalities 
of distributing the same, depends upon the Civil Government. 

Having promised thus much, it seems only necessary to assure you, that upon appli
cation made conformably to the Established Regulations, I shall give every facility to the 
purchase of such tracts in upper Canada, as you shall think the King's Service may require. 

I am, etc., etc., 
(Signed), DORCHESTER. 

Note here that the Civil Authorities were already striving to substitute what is known as 
the " Simcoe Deed " in place of Sir Frederick Haldimand's Grant. The latter would restrict 
the original Grant, but it was rejected by the Six Nations and never but momentarily considered by 
Captain Brant, though it is now sought to put it forward by the Canadian Government. 

The opinion of The Lord Dorchester of to-day :— ORE Y WELL HILL 

BASINGSTOKE, 

J. R. OCKLESHAW-JOHNSON, ESQ. 20th November, 1931. 

DEAR SIR, 

In acknowledging your letter, I beg to say that I have read part of the brochure with 
interest and no doubt when I have finished it, I shall be au fait with all the facts, but 
meantime, I would go so far as to say that speaking for myself, I shall always advocate 
and support any and all action and even legislation, which would give effect to the provision 
of a Treaty properly entered into between the High Contracting Parties, Great Britain, 
the U.S.A. and the Six Nations. 

I am, etc., 
(Signed), DORCHESTER. 
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While no stone is left unturned by the Canadian Government to make the Six Nations 
British subjects, responsible and leading members of the Iroquois are being jailed upon a charge of 
neglect to fill up a document, which is not any affair of theirs. We quote from the Canadian news
paper, which is typical of the Canadian view point upon this matter, as follows :— 

The Globe, Toronto, Tuesday, June 23rd, 1931. 

SIX NATIONS INDIAN REFUSES TO REPLY TO CENSUS QUESTION. 

ONE OF FOUR HALED TO COURT MAINTAINS RESISTANCE TO DEMAND. 

OLD TREATY IS CITED. 

(Special Despatch to The Globe). 

BRANTFORD, JUNE 22ND. 

A lengthy hearing to-day in the case of four Indians of the local reserve who refused to answer 
the census enumerators questions, ended with three of the Indians answering the questions before 
they left the station, and the other one holding out in his contention that he did not have to answer 
the questions because he was not a British subject. Jacob Lewis, Township of Tuscarora, is the 
man sticking to his refusal. The others are Sandford Bomberry, Alexander Thomas and John 
Anderson. 

Percy Cayuga, enumerator for the reserve, was the first witness called by Corporal Delaney, 
R.M.C.P., under whose orders the four men were arrested. Cayuga stated that when he told Lewis 
he was an enumerator, Lewis, he declared, immediately stated that he was not a British subject 
and did not want anything to do with the census. 

COUNSEL CROSS-QUESTIONS. 

Counsel for the defense, cross-examining, asked :— 

" Did he say anything about nationality ? " " Yes." 

" Did he tell you he was not a British subject ? " " Yes." 

" What nationality did he say he was ? " " He only said he was not a British subject." 

" Did you ask him what nationality he was ? " " N o . " 

Witness stated he had made two calls on Lewis, the second time to see if he had changed 
his mind. He had not. 

J. Elcome, R.C.M.P., testified that on June 5th, when he visited Lewis, in company with 
Cayuga, Lewis told him that at a meeting of the Mohawk Chiefs it had been decided that the part
icipants would have nothing to do with the seventh census of Canada. 

" Are you prepared to answer the questions now ? " Magistrate Blake asked Lewis. " No." 

HALDIMAND ACT CITED. 

" These people belong to the Six Nations Indians and they are a separate nationality within 
the British Empire. The Six Nations Indians obtained the land on which they live by the Haldimand 
act," Mr. MacDonald told the court. 

" You are raising the legal point that the reserve is outside of the Dominion of Canada," 
Magistrate Blake asked Mr. MacDonald, and continued : " We will just have to erect a tariff 
barrier, that's all." 

Colonel C. E. Morgan, Superintendent of the Indian Department office here, intervened, 
saying that the Six Nations Indians were ruled by the department, and did not come under the 
jurisdiction of the Canadian Government. He also stated that the Indians were wards of the Crown. 

" l a m ruling against Mr. MacDonald, and taking it that the Six Nations Indians are part of 
Canada. I may be wrong, but if I am an appeal may be entered." Magistrate Blake said. 

Lewis was called. " We call the reserve the Grand River land," he stated, " and the Hald
imand treaty calls it that." A photographic copy of the treaty was produced and disallowed as 
evidence, as it was not certified or proven. Lewis said he had seen the original treaty, and it was 
at present in Buffalo. 

" You can get a proper copy from the Archives in Toronto," Magistrate Blake said. 
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R E F U S E S T O A N S W E R . 

" I believe this man acted in all sincerity," the Magistrate said, " and he really believes 
he is not a subject of the British Empire and the Dominion of Canada." 

" He is a subject of the British Empire," Mr. MacDonald said. 

The Magistrate again asked the accused if he would answer the questions if given a chance, 
and he replied, " No." 

" If that is the way you feel, it would be a good idea to get out of Canada," counsel for the 
defense said. 

Mr. MacDonald then brought into the case a passport owned by Lewis for entry into France, 
United States, Switzerland and other countries. 

" Has Canada anything to do with this passport," Mr. MacDonald said. " No." 

" Has it the Canadian Government seal on it ? " " No. It has the seal of the Six Nations 
Indians." 

STATISTICS ACT INVOLVED. 

" I have also to take in the Statistics Act," Magistrate Blake said, " and the purposes of the 
statistics are simply for residents of Canada. They (meaning the accused and the other three) 
are altogether too lordly to associate with Canadian citizens," the Magistrate continued. " But 
while they are in Canada they must abide by Canada's laws. Even the King would not dare do 
otherwise." 

Defense counsel asked for an adjournment for a week. " If these people'leave court without 
arriving at a decision," Colonel Morgan said, " the taking of the census at the reserve will be at a 
standstill. It is at a standstill now." 

The three, Anderson, Bomberry and Thomas, consented to answer questions. Lewis was 
remanded in custody for a week until additional evidence is obtained by the defense. 

HERE ARE A FEW OUTRAGES COMMITTED BY CANADIAN AUTHORITY. 

An old Chief reports that a little Indian school boy was put out in the cold in freezing weather 
without covering, as a punishment. 

A little girl had her thumbs burnt by red-hot charcoal. 

Upon a deputation of Chiefs attending Ottawa to complain of this, they were informed 
Canada had plenty of guns. 

Pylons and other engineering constructions are being erected on the Reservation without 
leave being asked. 

Four different companies are drilling for oil and gas under supervision of Morgan. Miss 
Jameson reports ; " They drilled a well on my father's place that produced 53,000 feet of gas." 
This Company is called the Petrol Oil Co. 

Norman Walker (Iroquois) was Indicted for cutting down a tree and selling it for food— 
Fined 5 dollars. 

In the case where a whisky still was found in an Indian's garden, the police found no evidence 
of any whisky on the place, nor any clue where he had ever sold, and this was his first arrest 
and appearance before any trial of any sort, yet the Indian (Green) was fined $250. It now 
transpires that the whole case was " framed up " and the Police and their assistants had themselves 
placed the rude still in the garden. 

On October 10th, 1924, Chief David Skye was robbed by Col. C. E. Morgan, and his Indian 
Clerk Hilton M. Hill with a search warrant accompanied by Sergeant Bridger and Constables 
Foster, Needham, Mathews and Walsh, when they took from the 80-year old chief six strings of 
Wampun beads. They also wanted to know if he did not keep the Haldimand Deed, which was 
their main quest. Report made by Corporal Johnson of the Mounted Police. 

A considerable number of Indians have been fined in connection with the British Census 
and have paid in order to keep out of jail. 
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A CHICKEN STORY. 

Elias Gibson did not pay and would not give any attention to the different notices of the 
Police until one day he was taken for trial before the Brantford Magistrate and fined 3 dollars and 
50 cents, Gibson said he had no money and was willing to pay for same by going to jail. They 
would not jail him but said he would be given a week in which to get this small amount. After 
much delay and threatening, at the fall of the year, three of the Mounted Police came and told 
him since he did not pay this sum, according to the Indian Act, they would take anything to cover 
this amount, so against his will they caught nine chickens, and told him he would be given 3 days 
in which to redeem these chickens. The next day Gibson paid the 3 | dollars and was given back 
his chickens. This is a common practice. 

I t was at the time of the Grand River Navigation fiasco that the Canadian Government 
bought the Brantford Town site from the Iroquois. A number of Chiefs were present and put their 
marks to the elaborate document used. All the Indians got out of that was " five shillings good 
and lawful money," accompanied by the usual talk of the Great White Father, by the Grace of 
God, etc., etc. 

I t is recorded that rum and whisky was plentiful at 5d. a gallon and the Chiefs took a little 
of it over the transaction. 

Of course it may be said that the British were the Guardians and Trustees over their Wards, 
in these many unrelated transactions for in this Brantford transfer, the land was over 1,000 acres, 
and is now a place of many millions rateable value. The monument erected to the memory of the 
illustrious Captain Brant is about 100 yards from the jail that now harbours his projeny for offences 
that the white man would shudder to prefer, when Brant laid the law down to the English and the 
complete separate nature of the two peoples. 
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This important organization has been particularly appealed to from time to time, in the 
hope that its sympathies might be enlisted on behalf of Six Nations, but in vain. Mr. John, now 
Sir John H. Harris, assured Mr. Fenner Brockway, M.P. (when he pointed out the penniless con
dition that the Deputation from Canada found themselves) that nothing could be done for them. 
What is such a Society for ? And how far is it free to function independently of the Government ? 
Would it be wrong to suspect that this Society, together with others, such for instance as the 
League of Nations Union, dare not open their mouths without the sanction of His Majesty's Foreign 
Office. And, again, in looking down the above list of distinguished persons we see the name of the 
Right Hon. Sir John Simon, K.c.v.O., K.C., M.P. The latter gentleman, together also with Lady 
Simon, have been showered with laurels in regard to their writings and activities for the benefit 
of those unfortunate creatures called slaves that are unable to help themselves. But why ? Oh 
why ? do we find in the activities of these would-be philanthropists, they almost exclusively confine 
their investigations to spheres of territory inhabited or under the control of some other country 
rather than their own. It seems it must be Soviet Russia, the Congo, etc., etc., and all the time 
these people who would give a dance at the Dorchester, a party at Claridge's always in aid of some
thing or other, that means really nothing except some sort of self-aggrandizement, are getting 
much kudos from their fellow citizens for self-sacrifice and charitable devotion. 

Perhaps Sir John Simon can enlighten the League, for now he is His Majesty's Secretary of 
State for Foreign Affairs, and in that capacity it is likely that the League of Nations may seek his 
most valuable opinion as to the best means of affording the people who are the subject of this 
Petition, the proper attention in their hapless position in Canada. 

But there is one stock phrase that Sir John must avoid which is so prevalent at Whitehall :— 

" This matter is not for His Majesty's Government, it is within the competency of the 
Dominion of Canada." 

There remains nothing, then, but to go back to the Haldimand Pledge of 1784, which must 
be faced by His Majesty's Government to-day. 

For the moment the Tribunal must be THE EYES OF THE WHOLE WORLD. 

Extract from The Daily Telegraph, Thursday, January 19th, 1933. 

THE CHURCH AND KENYA. 

AN ARCHBISHOP SPEAKS OUT. 

LAND PLEDGE TO NATIVES. 

PRIMATE AND QUESTION OF HONOUR. 

The attitude of the Government towards the natives of Kenya following on the development 
of the goldfields was referred to by the Archbishop of Canterbury at the opening of Convocation of 
Canterbury at Church House, Westminster, yesterday. 

After references to the industrial depression and the Disarmament Conference, his grace 
said : " There is another matter of real importance. It is the concern with which we have observed 
the present policy adopted by the Government with regard to the goldfields in Kenya. 

" At present the trouble is very small in scale, and we all recognise that it is necessary 
that this discovery of gold should be developed, but much will depend upon the way in which the 
very beginnings of the entry of a new population are handled. We are bound to do all we can to 
see that the permanent interests of the native races are not in any way sacrificed. 

" To set aside a pledge deliberately given to the natives with regard to land reserved for 
their occupation is a step which carries with it moral as well as political and economic consequences. 

" There is no motion before us, but I will ask you whether—when the question is raised, 
as it will shortly be in the House of Lords—I may say that I have the support of the bishops in this 
House in asking that at least fuller time and consideration should be given before the Government 
comes to any official decision on a matter which so closely affects our honour as trustees of the 
native races of Africa." 
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FINALLY. 

The Six Nations people ask that a Tribunal may be devised for the following 

purposes, viz. :— 

(1). To define their Status in the Comity of Nations. 

(2). To define their rights and equities under the Haldimand Treaty 1784. 

(3). To enquire into the responsibilities of those concerned in the Grand River Navigation 
Scheme, and the incidental losses, also submerged lands. 

(4). To enquire into all land transactions relating to Grand River lands, and accounts of monies 
said to be in Trust. 

(5). An Enquiry as to all water and land rights of Six Nations incidental to the Project of St. 
Lawrence Great Lakes Waterways. 

(6). The dismissal of Colonel C. E. Morgan from the office of Indian Agent. 

(7). The withdrawal of Canadian Mounted Police from their territory as soon as may be. 

(8). The appointment of a custodian for all Six Nations funds. 

(9). The appropriation of a sum of money £10,000 for the payment of Surveyors, Engineers, 
Lawyers, Agents, etc., and all other necessary assistance to enable the Confederacy to 
rehabilitate itself in the eyes of the world pending and after the dismissal of a dishonest 
Trustee. 

(10.) And such other relief as may seem meet. 

By the Council, 

CHAUNCEY GARLOW (CHIEF), 

Speaker of the Longhouse. 

A. J. GENERAL (CHIEF), 

Deputy Speaker. 

ARTHUR ANDERSON (CHIEF), 

Secretary. 

January, 1933. 
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