
NA 5.4.
REV

Native American
Women’s Health Education Resource Center

A PROJECT OF THE NATIVE AMERICAN COMMUNITY BOARD

A Review of the Use and Effects of
Depo-Provera on Native American Women

within Indian Health Service
and Other Federal Agencies

Report by:

Ellen H. Chen, B.A .
Intern
Swarthmore College

Summer 1995
Charon Asetoyer, B.A. , M .A .
Executive Director
Native American Women's Health
Education Resource Center

P.O. BOX 572 • LAKE ANDES. SD 57356-0572 • 605-487-7072 • FAX * 605-487-7964



Table of Contents

I. Introduction 4

II. Primary Concerns
Health Concerns
Ethical Concerns

6
14

III.The Interviews
Methodology . 22

The Questionnaire Findings
A. Population and Depo-Provera Use Demographics
B. Coercion
C. Informed Consent
D. Protocol
E. Health Effects
F. Follow-up Treatment

23
26
29
35
40
47

IV. Conclusions 49

V. Recommendations 52

Appendix A : Model code drafted by IHS Dr. Welty and Dr. Best
Appendix B : Depo-Provera interview questionnaire

A1
B1

References Cited i

2




