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Introduction

In his epilogue to the Third North American Fur 1
Williams (1980:315), former general editor of 1
Society and a noted historian, summarized his 1my
the conference and identified several productive ds
One suggestion that he made was for greater colk
pologists and historians (and geographers), perhag
interests in economic history and in the method
ethnohistory. Williams also suggested, quite right!
diate need for research on the period that begins in
records of the Hudson’s Bay Company Archives hz
thought that the “most notable advances™ were ik
of the analysis of these records.

The six papers that follow in this volume wer
symposium at the 1981 annual meeting of the Ames
tory. They are concerned in large part with nasiv
part with the late nineteenth- and early twenticth-
are linked in a number of ways, especially in their ¢
economic and social adaptations in the context of 1
who write from the vantage points of three discipl
graphy, and history—are all versed in ethnohisto
historical and ethnological methods and materials™
describe and to analyse, perhaps through time. 2
society and culture, and as a way to make sense of in
groups. Some of the authors are interested in the us
logical techniques to shed light on native econom
report on these here and elsewhere. This collection o
to address the needs identified by Williams. The indi
range of approaches to native economic and social b
historiography; it is hoped that they will provoke se
more deeply into the issues which they raise, as w
avenues for further research.

Moreover, most of the authors in this volume ar




