
REVIEW OF REMOTE AREA PRIMARY MEDICAL CARE SERVICES

REVIEW OF
*

PRIMARY MEDICAL
CARE SERVICES/

TO

REMOTE AREA
ABORIGINAL

COMMUNITIES

BY: The Office Of Aboriginal Health

Health Department of Western
Australia

1PhsrevIO



REVIEW OF REMOTE AREA PRIMARY MEDICAL CARE SERVICES

REVIEW OF PRIMARY MEDICAL CARE SERVICES TO REMOTE AREA
ABORIGINAL COMMUNITIES

Table of Contents

PART TITLE PAGE
1. EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 5

2. INTRODUCTION 14
a) Rationale
b) Terms of Reference
c) Area Under Review
d) Map of Study Area
el Membership of the Review

3. METHODOLOGY 18
a) Strategies
b) Definition of Primary Health Care

4. BACKGROUND INFORMATION ON HEALTH
SERVICES IN THE REVIEW AREA

21

5. CURRENT HEALTH SERVICES IN THE REVIEW
AREA

23

a) Morbidity Load
b) Specialist Services
c) Sources of Funding for Health Services in 1996/97

Financial Year in the Review Area
d) Provision of Primary Health Services

6. HEALTH PROFILE FOR EACH ABORIGINAL
HEALTH SERVICE

33

a) Population Profile
b) Hospitalisation Rates
c) Summary of Health Services Utilisation

7. ADEQUACEY OF EXISTING SERVICES 37

8. REFERRAL PATTERNS OF THE PATIENTS
ASSISTED TRAVEL SCHEME

45

9. RECOMMENDATIONS 48
BENCHMARK FOR MEDICAL SERVICESA)
IDEAL PATTERNS OF SERVICE DELIVERYB)
MEASURES TO IMPROVE CULTURAL
APPROPRIATENESS, EFFICIENCY AND

C)

2Phsrevl0



REVIEW OF REMOTE AREA PRIMARY MEDICAL CARE SERVICES

EFFECTIVENESS OF CURRENT SERVICES
D) STRATEGIES TO IMPROVE THE LEVEL OF

DOCTOR AND SPECIALIST SERVICES

10 CONCLUDING COMMENTS 65

Population Profiles and Summary of Health Services to
Aboriginal Communities in the Study Area

APP. 67
ONE

Consultation Participants 96APP.
TWO

Estimate of Medicare Funding 98APP.
THREE

Hospitalisation Rates 100APP.
FOUR

Medicare Access Model 105APP.
FIVE

3Phsrevl 0

H ) -




